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You have been 

blessed, FBC LaPlata, 

with a group of godly 

deacons and lay 

leaders who have led 

you well over this past 

year. And you have 

now selected a new 

pastor who will guide 

you into the future to 

be the church that 

God is calling you to 

be.   

 - Pastor Dooley 

The Lamplighter 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet …” 

 

It has been a joy to be with you these 

weeks to share the Word of God.  I have 

especially enjoyed the times I’ve had op-

portunity to share the Word as part of 

FBC, LaPlata activities outside of Sunday 

(specifically, the holiday food distribution 

in December, and the Christmas eve ser-

vice).  Let’s never underestimate how 

important the Word of God is to our walk 

as followers of Jesus. 

 

I’m excited to be working through the 

book of Titus on Sunday morning and 

continuing the “one another” series on 

Sunday evening.  Special thanks to Scott 

Nupson who filled the pulpit one Sunday 

evening while I was away in January and 

continued that series.  We need to know 

and follow what the Word of God says to 

us about how we relate to one another, 

and it says so much.  When we are fin-

ished, we will have considered loving one 

another, encouraging one another, serv-

ing one another, forgiving one another, 

instructing one another, and honoring 

one another.  And those only scratch the 

surface of all that God’s Word says.  I 

would encourage you to continue study-

ing that more on you own. 

 

 

 

 

 

My prayer also is that as we progress 

through the book of Titus on Sunday 

mornings that we will see how we are to 

relate to and follow the leaders of the 

church.  You have been blessed, FBC 

LaPlata, with a group of godly deacons 

and lay leaders who have led you well 

over this past year.  And you have now 

selected a new pastor who will guide you 

into the future to be the church that God 

is calling you to be.  As you follow his 

leadership, and as all of you follow the 

Lord, God has great things in store for 

this church.  Those great things will only 

be realized, however, as you remain obe-

dient to His Word in all things.  So, I im-

plore you to continue to allow His Word 

to light the way before you. 

 

Thank you for the privilege to be your 

interim pastor these few months.  I’m 

excited to hear and see what God does in 

days ahead through the ministry of FBC 

LaPlata and to be able to say that He al-

lowed me to be a part of this great family 

of faith for this season. 

 

Servants Together, 

Pastor Mark Dooley 

 

Pastor’s Page 



The Lamplighter Page 2                                                               

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Commit to Memory Verse for February: 

“After three days, they found Him in the temple complex sitting among the teachers, 

 listening to them and asking them questions.” - Luke 2:46 

 

 Jesus was striving to learn when he was twelve years old.  As followers of Christ we are to strive to learn. We 

find ourselves racing through each day checking off each item on the TO-DO list only to find the list longer at day’s end. 

We do this day after day. Where is our time with God on that list? 

 Where is the Bible study time? Oftentimes they never get checked. The other things on the list just seem to 

take priority. King Solomon was right! All those accomplishments are empty apart from God. 

 We must learn to discipline ourselves to study God’s Word at specific times every day. 

 One of the characteristics of a wise man or woman is a desire for learning.  

 

2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman who needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing 

the word of truth.” We need to know the truth of God’s Word. That truth can only be found in the Bible. 

 

Proverbs 18: 15: “The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out.” Wise people not 

only “acquire” knowledge, they “seek” it. We must get knowledge, not only into our heads, but into our hearts. 

 

Proverbs 23:12 “Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words of knowledge.” Teach the children to 

apply their knowledge of the Bible to their heart. 

 

We should desire to learn and discipline ourselves to seek opportunities to learn. If we don’t study God’s Word, neither 

do we know God nor how to please Him. 

 

It is important to study with mature Christians so we can test our knowledge of the Bible. There is no better time or 

place for learning and fellowship than at Sunday school on Sunday morning.  

 

Ask for God’s guidance in prayer. 
 



Library News  

The Lamplighter                                      Page 3 

   New and on the Shelf 

Fiction 

The Noble Servant by Melanie Dickerson (F DIC) 

Eyes on the Prize by Sunni Jeffers (F JEF) 

Spring is in the Air by Jane Orcutt (F ORC) 

Sing a New Song by Sunni Jeffers (F JEF) 

 

Non-Fiction 

A Translator’s Handbook on the Book of Amos by Jan 

De Waard  (224.8) 

The Structure of Paul’s Letters by Robert Bailey  (227) 

Never Look at the Empty Seats by Charlie Daniels (B 

DAN) 

 

DVD 

Drive Thru History:  Discovering America’s Founders 

The Miracles of Jesus 

Overcomer 

 

 

The precise number varies depending on the Bible ver-

sion, but roughly how many times does the word 

“love” occur in the Old and New Testaments com-

bined?  

 

A. 200-300 

B. 400-500 

C. 600-700 

D. 800-900 

 

Answer on page 6. 

Looking for love 
 

Though not a fan of making New Year’s resolutions, Jen 

Kramer decided to add meaning to 2018 by declaring it 

#theyearoflove. Each day she wrote a “love note” to a 

different person, expressing gratitude and offering en-

couragement. Recipients ranged from waiters and custo-

dians to relatives and a terminally ill friend. 

 

The experiment may have stemmed from the sudden, 

unexpected death of Kramer’s father while she was away 

at college. “Why don’t we say those things to people 

while they’re here?” she tells the Chicago Tribune. “It’s 

easy to be kind, and it’s easy to tell people how you feel.” 

Kramer’s campaign didn’t cost a cent, yet it changed her 

life and touched hundreds of people in the process. 

Wherever she went, she discovered that “love showed 

up.” It’s simple, Kramer says: “You just have to look.” 

Better together 
 

Racial reconciliation is a hot topic among Christians these 

days. In Sikeston, Missouri, which has a history of segre-

gation, two church bodies recently decided to live out the 

gospel’s message of unity by merging.  

 

Kenny King, pastor of the mostly black Smith Chapel, and 

William Marshall, pastor of the mostly white Trinity Bap-

tist, had become friends. They realized both churches, 

while healthy, were undergoing transitions, so they 

joined forces. The new congregation’s name, Grace Bible 

Fellowship, represents God’s grace and the grace we ex-

tend to others — no matter their skin color.  

 

“We want to … give people the benefit of the doubt in-

stead of letting these issues divide us,” King says. “The 

gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to keep us together 

and not keep us separated.” 

 
 
“A smile is the light in your window that tells others that 
there is a caring, sharing person inside.” 

—Denis Waitley 
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Missions & Outreach  

 2020 Upward Soccer 

Online Soccer registration 

begins January 27, 2020 

 

Boys and Girls K5 - 9th Grade 

 

Registration: $65 January 27th-February 29th  

Late Registration: $80 after February 29th  

Shorts may be purchased for an additional $15 

 

***Registration is available at First Baptist Church 

of La Plata and online at 

https://registration.upward.org/UPW70299/ 

or link from the church website:  

www.fbclaplata.org/outreach 

 

Evaluations: The First Baptist Church of La Plata on 

Saturday, February 22nd, between 10:00 a.m. and 

1:00 p.m. 

or 

Saturday, February 29th  between 1:00 p.m. and 

3:00 p.m. 

Please attend one.  

 

Meet the Coach Day: April 4, 2020 (10:00 a.m. - 

Noon) 

First practice: Week of April 6, 2020 

 

 

Refer any questions or ideas to Judy Tippett or Janet 

Doyle.

Women on Mission News 

 Weekday Women on Mission will meet on 

Thursday, February 13 at 10 am in the fellowship hall. 

They will be making small gifts for the homebound after 

their mission study.    

 The first homebound visitation day was awe-

some with visits to four church members.  The next Visi-

tation Day will be Thursday, February 20.  Again, they 

will meet at the church at 10 am before traveling to visit 

the homebound on their list.  Please call Carol Gill at 

301-934-9615 or text/call her at 301-751-4674 by noon 

on February 19 if you are available to help minister in 

this way. 

 As always, all ladies are welcome to participate 

in either ministry. 

Meeting Schedule 

5:30 - 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 01: AWANA Grand Prix (2 pm.) 

Feb. 02: Backwards Night 

Feb. 09: Friendship Tree - Bring a Friend Night 

Feb. 16: Friendship Tree - Bring a Friend Night 

Feb. 23: Friendship Tree - Bring a Friend Night 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

February is health and beauty month.  

Suggested items for February include 

toothbrushes, bar soap (no liquids), 

combs and brushes, washcloths and hand towels, lip 

balm, and hair accessories for girls. 

2020 VBS 

Mark your calendars now for 

this year’s Vacation Bible 

School – July 20 – 24.  Our 

theme will be “Concrete and 

Cranes: Building on the Love of 

Jesus”.  There will be a meeting 

on Tuesday, February 11, at 

6:30 p.m. to begin planning for this event.  Anyone inter-

ested in helping to plan this year’s VBS is asked to at-

tend.  Contact Alison Bode (thebodes@verizon.net) for 

more details. 

“Music acts like a magic key, to which the most tightly 

closed heart opens.”  

   Maria Augusta von Trapp 



Children’s Church Workers     

Feb. 02 & 09: Sally Pruitt, Ruth Kirkum, Brynna Bode,  

Hannah Pankhurst & Callie Hancock 

Feb. 16 & 23: Stephanie Walton, Ellen Nupson, Jake 

Burgess & Noah Hancock 

FYI  
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Tellers for February 

Shannon Pankhurst & Kim Mauck 

 8:30 am 11:00 am 

Feb. 02 Nick Papanicolas Dennis Sellers 

Feb. 09 Jim Robey Neal Wilsey 

Feb. 16 Virgil Burnette Mark Curtis 

Feb. 23 Ed Mauck Ken Doyle 

Deacon of the Week 

   

Pulpit Schedule for February 

(Subject to Change)  

 

Feb. 02  AM “The Teaching Delivered to Titus” Titus 2:1-15  Pastor Dooley 

  PM “Instruct One Another”   Romans 15:14  Pastor Dooley 

Feb. 09  AM “The Trust Described to Titus”  Titus 3: 1-15  Pastor Dooley  

  PM “Honor One Another”   Romans 12:-9-16 Pastor Dooley 

Feb. 16  AM TBA        Dr. Schneider 

  PM TBA        Dr. Schneider 

Feb. 23  AM TBA        Dr. Schneider 

  PM TBA        Dr. Schneider 

 

Our thanks to Pastor Dooley for filling in for the past two months. 

   

  

Nursery Schedule: Sundays 

Feb. 02  - AM - Dave & Alison Bode 

  - PM - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Feb. 09  - AM -  Gerald & Kay Hancock 

               -  PM - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Feb. 16  - AM - Norma Stump & Sandy Getz 

               - PM - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Feb. 23 - AM - Tabby Krauel & Sharon Bruce 

               - PM - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Wednesdays 

Feb. 05 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Feb. 12 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Feb. 19 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Feb. 26 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

            Safety Teams for February 

02 Bob Mathews & Ed Mauck (sub. Tookie Orndorff 

09 Dale Gordon & John Pankhurst (sub. Nick Papanicolas) 

16 Dave Thompson & Jim Sanny (sub. Paul Miller) 

23 Dean Irwin & Jerry Pruitt (sub. Jonathon Doyle) 

Reminder: If you are the last to leave the church after a program or activity, please make sure that all of the  

exterior doors are locked and lights turned out before you leave.  Thank you. 
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February Family News 

01  John Osakowicz 18 Marvin McNair 

02 Davey Thompson 18 Darlene Crosson 

03 Sandy Getz 21 Sheri Bresnahan 

04  William (Bao) Dinh 21 Jenny Curtis 

05 Erin Hancock 23 Cheryl Allison 

05 Amy Jewell 23 Becky Miller 

09 Travis Jones 24 Gladys Bruce 

10 Helen Reick 25 Tim Hill 

12 Kristen Gibson 26 Sheila Astacio 

14 Shannon Pankhurst 26 Gene Hile 

14 Mike Pickens 26 Michael Jewell 

15 Brynna Bode 27 Pua Bess 

16 Sharon Farncomb 27 Kimberly Burgess 

18 Anya Bode 29 Joyce Hanson 

    

New Members 

 

 

Please help us welcome the follow-

ing new members who have joined this past month: 

 

Darlene Murphy-Crosson 

Edward & Brenda Blunt 

 

Contact information is available on request from the 

office. 

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary 

listed here and would like to have it included, please 

call the office.  Also notify the office if you find an er-

ror. 

Please remember that if you have something planned 

and want it announced in the newsletter for that 

month,  you need to get the information to the secre-

tary by the 15th of the month before the event.  

(Absolutely no later than the 20th.)  This gives her 

more time to plan the layout of the newsletter. 

04 Dean & Eileen Howard 

10 Nellie & Roy Pearce 

14 Glenn & Becky Miller 

  

  

  

  

The very best valentine 
 

 Almost everyone — at least of the female per-

suasion — knows the romantic meaning of the phrase 

“hearts and flowers.” Valentine’s Day is coming! What 

will I get from my boyfriend … my husband … my best 

friend? I’m hoping for some sort of bouquet, a card full 

of loving words and red hearts, candy or at least a sweet 

balloon. 

 Human beings may disappoint. That special 

someone may forget to check the calendar for February 

14. But even if he doesn’t come through exactly as I 

hope, I can still be amazed and happy with the valentine 

I am sure to receive every day from my heavenly Father 

and his Son: words of delight and joy and caring — al-

ways surrounding me with love and more love. These 

are the best “hearts and flowers” I could ever have, and 

which I do have, on Valentine’s Day and throughout 

eternity. 

   —Sandy Hyland 

 Martha Smith, one of our  

faithful members, lost her battle  

with cancer on January 9th and  

went home to be with Jesus,  

whom she clearly loved  She was a loving, faithful wife, 

mother, grandmother and great-grandmother and 

served actively in her previous church before she got 

sick. She attended services here with Dale as often as 

she was able to. We will all miss her, but we know she’s 

no longer in pain.   

 Dale, Ken, Missy, and the rest of the family, you 

are in our prayers. 

************** 

Answer to this month’s Bible Quiz:  C 

(Grab a concordance and see how many you find in the 

translation you use.) 



First Baptist Church of La Plata 
9070 Hawthorne Road 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 
Address Service Requested 

 
Date-Sensitive 

Please Expedite 

In other words 
 

We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1 Corin-

thians 13, at weddings and other occasions that we may not really hear 

its meaning anymore. It can help to listen to something familiar said in 

different words. What new understandings of love does this para-

phrase from The Message Bible reveal to you? 

 

“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love 

doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a 

swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’ 

doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 

doesn’t revel when others grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts 

God always, always looks for the best, never looks back, but keeps going to the end. Love never 

dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, MSG). 


