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.  “Upon our arrival in 

heaven, we will have 

everything we need, 

because we will be in 

the very presence of 

Almighty God, the 

Source and Giver of all 

things.” 

 

 Pastor Gary 

The Lamplighter 

move all over the place.  There is a big 

move coming for all of us one day but 

don't worry about packing: you won't be 

taking any of your stuff with you.  We are 

all moving to heaven either through 

death or in the rapture.  Whenever you 

and I get there, it's going to be amazing 

as the hymn writer acclaims, “When we 

all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing 

that will be, when we all see Jesus, we'll 

sing and shout the victory!”  Notice the 

hymn writer mentions nothing of being 

unsettled or being unable to find things 

you need.  Upon our arrival in heaven, we 

will have everything we need, because 

we will be in the very presence of Al-

mighty God, the Source and Giver of all 

things.   

 What will heaven be like?  Only 

God and those who have already arrived 

know for sure, but Paul quoting the 

prophet Isaiah proclaimed that “eye hath 

not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en-

tered into the heart of man the things 

which God hath prepared for them that 

love Him” (I Corinthians 2:9).  

Pastor’s Page  by Pastor Gary 

 There's been a lot of moving in 

my life lately.  I moved to La Plata in Feb-

ruary, and my parents moved to Pomfret 

in April.  I think we all at First Baptist 

Church are hoping we can move back into 

work and worship soon; having written 

that, I must admit again that I really en-

joyed Easter Sunday preaching outside 

from the back of Ken's truck (Honk, 

Honk)!   

 Moving is unsettling.  You trans-

port not only yourself and your family but 

all of your stuff from one location to an-

other.  The new place is unfamiliar; the 

new faces are unfamiliar.  Upon arrival, 

sometimes you can't find the things you 

need or want.  As of this writing, Mom 

and Dad are currently digging through 

boxes trying to locate important items; in 

fact, Mom can't find any slacks to wear 

other than the ones she wore the day she 

moved!  When my wife and girls arrive in 

June, we will all be digging through boxes 

looking for things just like Mom and Dad 

are now.   

 Though we move and become 

unsettled, God is constant: He never 

moves; He is never unsettled. We can 

always count on Him to be as He always 

has been; as the writer of Hebrews re-

minds us, “Jesus Christ the same yester-

day, today, and forever.”  During those 

times when we may feel that God has 

become distant, we need to look carefully 

and prayerfully at who has really moved. 

 God remains the same, but we tend to 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 Stay up to date on all activities at the church by visiting the church web site at www.fbclaplata.org 

Some Sunday School classes are held online while the governor’s “stay home” order is in effect. If you would like to be 

part of an online class, click on the arrow icon next to “Please click the icon to view our online services and Bible 

studies” from the home page. 

Pastor Gary will make notification on One Call when the church building is open, and services and classes are taking 

place there. 

Commit to Memory Verse for May: 

 

“And He put all things under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 

which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” -Ephesians 1:22-23 

 

Jesus is the head of the church. Believers are the body of the church. 

 

As Christians we refer to the church in one of two ways. Either the universal church or the local church. 

 

The universal church is everyone who has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. “For we were all baptized by one 

Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” – 1 Corin-

thians 12:13 

 

We find reference to the local churches in Galatians 1:1-2: Paul, an apostle - not from men nor through man, but 

through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead - and all the brothers who are with me,  To the 

churches of Galatia. Paul’s letter was addressed to all local churches in Galatia. 

 

The church is not a building or a denomination. The church is the body of Christ—all those who have placed their faith 

in Jesus Christ for salvation. Local churches are gatherings of believers. Members of a local church may or may not be 

members of the universal church, depending on the genuineness of their faith. The local church is where believers 

encourage, teach, and build one another up in the knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I hope to see you in church, in person, soon. Very soon. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

During the current Covid-19 crisis, we will be publish-

ing an abbreviated edition of the monthly newslet-

ter, minus the calendar, on our website.  We will still 

mail it out to the homebound.  Once we can begin 

meeting again, we will resume normal publication.  

Copies are also at the church for pickup. 

“if My people who are called by 

My name will humble them-

selves, and pray and seek My 

face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land.”  

 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) 
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   New and on the Shelf 

 

Fiction 

Bachelor’s Puzzle by Judith Pella 

 

Nonfiction 

You Carried Me by Melissa Ohden* 

 

*This title has not yet been processed for circula-

tion, but soon will be.  This is Melissa’s own story 

of how she survived an attempted abortion, was 

adopted, and now advocates for other abortion 

survivors.  She and others like her have testified in 

Congress on behalf of babies who survive abor-

tions. 

Status of Planned Events  

due to Coronavirus 

Sunday School: Some classes meeting via Zoom 

Sunday & Wednesday evening services:  Via Zoom 

AWANA.: Available via Zoom. . 

Ladies’ Tuesday Bible Study: cancelled until further no-

tice. Please continue reading the book of Isaiah. 

Women on Mission & Mission Warriors—Not meeting in 

May but are encouraging you to continue collecting toi-

letries for the women in West Virginia 

Hand lotion; baby wipes, deodorant, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, dental floss, shampoo, conditioner, & bar 

soap. 

UPWARD Soccer:  Cancelled; refunds pending  (Fall sea-

son a possibility) 

VBS 2020 : Tentatively still on, but planning is on hold. 

Youth Mission Trip to WV in July: Currently still on, but 

subject to change 

Caring Meals Ministry 

FBC of La Plata has a Caring Meals Ministry that provides 

meals for those who are dealing with sicknesses, hospital 

stays, financial hardships, etc. When a need arises, we 

contact the family and offer our assistance.  Our Ministry 

is structured into teams and each meal is assigned to a 

different team on a rotating basis.  It is a wonderful op-

portunity to serve our church family. 

If you think you may be interested in participating and 

would like more information, please contact Elaine 

Anderson at 240-349-2551.  

 

While 70 Israelite men were commissioned as prophets 

at the tent of meeting, two others, Eldad and Medad, 

were reported to have prophesied in the camp — not 

following “proper” protocols. Who defended them?  
 

A. Moses 
B. Joshua 
C. Jethro 
D. The Lord 
 

(See Numbers 11) 

 Because the Women on Mission Tea and baby 

shower for The Catherine Foundation had to be post-

poned and because they are unable to conduct their Baby 

Bottle Boomerang fundraiser this spring, here is another 

way we can help support their ministry, which is still run-

ning on a modified basis due to social distancing: 

   Or you can also link to it from our website or 

Facebook page.    

 For more details on how they are currently 

ministering, go to www.catherinefoundation.org.   

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/emer

gency-relief-for-mothers-and-

chil-

dren/thecatherinefoundati?fbclid=IwAR3vuuFdDmd

m2jZOiPGxBgfiRPE-6cfn3r7y_0vWQXlvP-
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May Family News 

06 Chloe Cooke 17 Avery Sakurai 

07 Rachel Jewell 19 Michelle Simpson 

08 Terri Braun 21 Cathy Thompson 

09 Cookie Wilsey 25 Joan Donaldson 

11 Anthony Guiffre 25 Samuel Jewell 

12 Tim Braun 26 Al Law 

12 Nevida Ebrahimi 27 Courtney Harbin 

13 Ed Lilly 29 Nellie Pearce 

13 Tookie Orndorff 29 Kay Hancock 

14 Soilla Oliver 30 Jacob Deal 

    

16 Joey Curtis 31 Camden Cooke 

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary 

listed here and would like to have it included, please 

call the office.  Also notify the office if you find an er-

25 Ron & Thelma McConkey 

26 Dean & Jeni Irwin 

30 Tim & Terri Braun 

30 Brian &  Cathy Thompson 

Reminder: If you are the last to leave the church after a 

program or activity, or if you stop by the church when 

it’s closed, please make sure that all of the exterior 

doors are locked and lights turned out before you 

leave.  Thank you. 

If you would like to be added to 

the Prayer Tree/Chain to receive 

calls on people we need to pray 

for, please get in touch with Ken 

Doyle either by Call or Text to 

301-643-6191 or Email ken.doyle.64@gmail.com and 

leave your name and phone number that you want to 

receive the calls on and he will add you on list. 

If any questions on this, please call Cookie Wilsey 301-

645-2681 or 301-643-5395. 

Contact information for Pastor Gary: 

email: PastorGary@fbclaplata.org 

cell:  724-747-0430 

Are you or a loved one graduat-

ing from high school or college or 

earning and advanced degree this 

spring?  If so, we need to know 

so we can celebrate your accom-

plishment in the June newsletter 

and in an upcoming  church ser-

vice.    Please call or email Cheryl 

with the following information:  

Name, school, date of gradua-

tion, degree (if college), and fu-

ture plans no later than May 15, 

2020. 

 Please note that  due to space constraints we 

can only do this for the church family, not extended 

family members. 

“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can drown out the 
thundering noise of an entire world.” 
—David Jeremiah  



 

Due to the current health emergency, we are not meeting 

as a body at the church, but are streaming Pastor Gary’s 

messages live on Facebook at 11 am every Sunday and 

posting the audio later on the church website.  Below are 

his messages for May: 

 

May 03:   “The Shema”       Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

May 10 :  “Mother Hannah”      1 Samuel 1:9-17  

May 17:   “God’s Plan”       Romans 8:28 

May 24:   “What’s Love Got to do with It? 

         1 Corinthians 13   

May 31:   “Here Comes Trouble!”   2 Samuel 11:1-5 

 

Some Sunday School classes, Wednesday night prayer 

services, and AWANA are being held on Zoom.  Contact 

your teacher or leader for details. 

Tellers for May: 

Although we are not meeting as a church body, people are 

still sending in their tithes. Tellers will be stopping at the 

church every couple of days to process your gifts.  The Fi-

nance Committee is also exploring online giving options 

and will announce that plan when it is finalized. 
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FYI  

(abbreviated version) 

Special Dates in May 

 

 

National Day of Prayer:  Thursday, May 7 

 

Mother’s Day:  Sunday, May 10 

 

Armed Forces Day:  Saturday, May 16 

 

Memorial Day:  Monday, May 25 

 

We hope to resume our regular schedule in June, and if 

so, we will resume publication of the monthly calendar 

of activities. 

“God is not a workaholic” 
 

 In Sabbath as Resistance, Walter Brueggemann 

likens our consumerism-driven society to ancient Egypt. 

Hebrew slaves made bricks for storehouses for the wealth 

of the upper class, at the top of which sat Pharaoh. Now, 

as then, the push is always to do more, earn more, make 

more; we worry there’s not enough time or money. “In 

this system there can be no Sabbath rest,” says the au-

thor. 

 Yet, at the culmination of creation, “God rested 

on the seventh day. God did not show up to do more. … 

God did not come and check on creation in anxiety to be 

sure it was all working.” And “because the creator is anxi-

ety-free,” we can be too. “God is not a workaholic,” 

writes Brueggemann. “God does not keep jacking up pro-

duction schedules. To the contrary, God rests, confident, 

serene, at peace.” God’s rest, in turn, gives us — who are 

created in his image — a “restfulness that contradicts the 

‘drivenness’” of Pharaoh’s Egypt and modern society. 

“Feed your faith and your fears will starve to 

death.” 

 -Author unknown 



First Baptist Church of La Plata 
9070 Hawthorne Road 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 
Address Service Requested 

 
Date-Sensitive 

Please Expedite 

A prayer for Memorial Day 
 
We remember, O Lord, all those people throughout the years who have 
made the supreme sacrifice for our country, for liberty, for us. Whenever 
we breathe the air of freedom or claim the right to justice or enjoy the privi-
lege of worship, fill us with gratitude for those who selflessly gave the last 
full measure of devotion — their very lives — for our benefit.  
 
May these brave men and women now know the joy of eternity and your 
presence. And may the families of the fallen receive comfort and peace 
amid their grief. Help us as we minister to their needs. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


