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 “The Pilgrims of 

the first Thanksgiving 

are heroes of 

American history, but 

they didn't intend to 

be.  The Mayflower 

Compact makes it 

clear that they were--

and intended to 

remain--English 

subjects. “. 

 - Pastor Gary 

The Lamplighter 

time and viewed with suspicion.  They 

prayed looking up with their eyes open.  

They were Calvinists.  They were opposed 

to congregational government.  They 

were against church weddings.  They be-

lieved most holidays were unbiblical in-

ventions of the Pope--including Christmas 

and Easter.  The Pilgrims celebrated three 

holy days (holidays): the weekly Sabbath, 

special days of humiliation for God's de-

liverance, and special days of thanksgiv-

ing for God's provision.   

 Ironically, the Pilgrims opposed 

religious freedom; they came to New 

World to practice religious freedom, but 

they were unwilling to grant that same 

freedom to others. 

 The economic history of the first 

Thanksgiving is very instructive.  When 

the Pilgrims first arrived in Plymouth, 

they operated under a collective, or com-

munist, form of government.  Each pil-

grim, or pilgrim family, was to work a 

common field and bring the harvest to a 

central location.  Once the Virginia Com-

pany that sponsored the Pilgrims took its 

share, the harvest was then doled out 

according to what each pilgrim or pilgrim 

family needed.  Karl Marx would write 

about 230 years later, “from each accord-

ing to their ability, to each according to 

their needs.”  The original Pilgrim plan 

resulted in poverty and want.  Hard work-

ing Pilgrims were rewarded the same as 

lazy ones which produced resentment 

and disunity.  The Pilgrims then adopted 
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 Thanksgiving is my favorite holi-

day.  Looking at my belly you would natu-

rally think, “Of course  it's his favorite 

holiday!”  I do enjoy eating mass quanti-

ties, but that is not why Thanksgiving is 

my favorite.  

   I love the simplicity and spiritu-

ality of Thanksgiving.  The holiday re-

quires no decorations, gifts, or parties: 

one just shows up, prays up, and eats up.  

The spiritual aspect of Thanksgiving is 

what I appreciate most, however.  We 

Americans set aside a day to give thanks 

to God.   

 Believers and unbelievers alike 

understand what Thanksgiving is and will 

bow their heads and give thanks to God 

before eating dinner that day.  Thanksgiv-

ing is uniquely American and overtly 

Christian. 

 The Pilgrims of the first Thanks-

giving are heroes of American history, but 

they didn't intend to be.  The Mayflower 

Compact makes it clear that they were--

and intended to remain--English subjects.  

The Pilgrims wanted to be English citizens 

with the freedom to worship God accord-

ing to their conscience.  The Pilgrims 

were also called Puritans, because they 

sought to purify the church of England.  

Their opposition to the Church of England 

was illegal, so they were persecuted and 

forced to flee to Holland.  Here are some 

Pilgrim distinctives: they used the Geneva 

Bible--not the newfangled King James 

Version which was only 9 years old at the 

- Continued on page 2 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 We have a new Sunday School Director!  We will announce the name of that person in the next issue of the 

Lamplighter, as he and other officers for 2020-2021 will have to be voted in at the November 11 Business Meeting.   

 Our Sunday School Attendance is slowly growing to pre-pandemic levels, with an average weekly attendance 

od 70. 

 

a new economic system that included private property 

ownership and individual responsibility.  What was the 

result of this new arrangement?  An abundant harvest 

and the First Thanksgiving! 

 I also like the missions aspect of the first Thanks-

giving.  Different people groups from different cultures 

came together to help each other and celebrate eco-

nomic success.  As the Pilgrims bowed their heads to 

thank God, I am sure they either explained what they 

were doing to the Indians, or the Indians asked what 

they were doing; so the first Thanksgiving provided an 

opportunity for mission work. 

 The Pilgrims celebrated the first Thanksgiving in 

1621.  About 170 years later, President George Washing-

ton made Thanksgiving an American tradition.  The Bible 

instructs us to give thanks, so thanksgiving is a biblical 

celebration; however, giving thanks only once a year is 

not what God's people should do.  I Thessalonians 5:18 

says, “In everything give thanks for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  If we are giving thanks 

in everything, then we are giving thanks in every mo-

ment.   

We are to be thankful continually—not just annually. 

 A pilgrim is a traveler, but the Pilgrims were not 

pilgrims because they traveled to the New World; they 

were pilgrims because they were traveling to heaven—

just like the rest of us believers are doing.  We are 

strangers and pilgrims on earth, but we are headed to a 

land where we will be family and settled forever. 

  

Pastor’s Page (cont.) 



Library News  

The Lamplighter 
                                     Page 3 

   New and on the Shelf 

Fiction 

A Heart’s Home by Colleen Coble 

A Heart’s Danger by Colleen Coble 

A Heart’s Betrayal by Colleen Coble 

A Heart’s Disguise by Colleen Coble 

A Heart’s Obsession by Colleen Coble 

A Heart’s Promise by Colleen Coble 

DVD 

Jesus (Sight and Sound Production) 

Hidden in Silence 

Audio 

Smoky Mountain Memories 

Smoky Mountain Revival 

 

 

Bible Quiz 
 

After Jesus healed 10 men at one time, how many re-

turned to thank him? What had been their ailment?  

 

 

A. five; blindness 

B. all 10; deafness 

C. one; possession by demons 

D. one; leprosy 

 

For the answer, go to  Luke 17 

“Greet God!” 
 
 A Facebook acquaintance who’s in the ministry 
shared an interesting bit of culture from his time in Ger-
many. By way of greeting, instead of “Guten Morgen” or 
“Hallo,” locals often said “Grüße Gott” — literally, “Greet 
God.” My friend took it to be a vestige of old, much as the 
English “goodbye” emerged from “God be with ye.”  
 Though most people probably say “Grüße Gott” 
without much thought, my friend pondered: How might our 
encounters change if we heard in our greetings an invita-
tion to “greet God” in the other person and in our shared 
interactions? What if we truly believed God was present in 
others and in the space between us? Jesus said when we 
welcome another, we welcome Hm. If Jesus came physi-
cally to our door, how would we welcome  Him? Can we 
treat the person before us that very way? 

—Heidi Mann 

Beyond heroism 
 
 At a recent anti-racism protest, Black participant 
Patrick Hutchinson saw a white counter-protester fall. 
Fearing for the injured man’s life, Hutchinson hoisted him 
over his shoulder and carried him through the crowd to 
seek help. Hutchinson was called a hero but says he just 
wanted to do the right thing.  
 According to Jesus, the right thing is to “love your 
enemies [and] do good to those who hate you” (Luke 
6:27). It’s easy to love and be kind to our friends and peo-
ple with similar beliefs. But when someone shows kind-
ness to a member of an opposing group, we witness more 
than a hero; we see Jesus’ love in action. 

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of 
thought, and that gratitude is happiness doubled by 
wonder.” 
—G.K. Chesterton  
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Missions & Outreach 

NURSERY HELP NEEDED! 

 

 Now is a great time to sign 

up to help in the nursery if you 

aren’t already on the list.   If you 

can help, please contact Kay Han-

cock at  

kaysplayhouse1@yahoo.com or 

301-934-1795 or Jill Hancock at 

jillhancock@yahoo.com or 240416-

5321. 

 Remember everyone who 

works with children must be familiar with our Child Pro-

tection Policy and undergo a background check.  Copies 

of the policy with forms attached are in the office and on 

the Welcome Desk. Just follow the instructions on the 

cover sheet. 

Women on Mission News 

Weekday Women on Mission  has changed their meet-

ing day to the first Thursday of the month, beginning 

November 5th.  This month they will be putting gospel 

tracts and/or Bibles in stockings or gift sacks for teen 

girls. 

Mission Warriors will continue to meet on the second  

Saturday, and their next scheduled meeting is November 

14 at 9:30 am.  They are looking for a permanent leader.  

If you believe the Lord is calling you to this ministry, 

please let Jennifer Miller know. 

 

 

Christmas Stockings  

for LifeStyles 

 

 We will once again be filling Christmas stockings 

or tote bags* for children and teens for distribution by 

LifeStyles.   WOM will include a New Testament and tract 

in each one.  We are asking that you take as many as you 

can fill, attach tag with age and 

boy/girl/teenboy/teengirl.   

 Some suggestions would be toothbrush/paste for 

age of child/teen, gloves, hat, stocks, toys, activity books, 

cars, small games, jump ropes, balls, small dolls, stuffed 

animals, Christmas ornaments, bubbles to blow, hair rib-

bons, picks, combs, lotions, shampoo,etc, candy/cookies, 

school supplies and maybe masks for age you are doing.  

Whatever you feel appropriate for child/teen and age 

you are doing.  

 Please return filled stockings/tote bags on or be-

fore Sunday, December 6th. .  If you have any questions, 

please call Cookie Wilsey 301-645-2681 or Text 301-643-

5395 or call  Carol Gill 301-934-9615. 

*NEWS FLASH:   Due to a shortage of Christmas stock-

ings, we may be filling tote bags as well.   

Mon. 16 5-8 pm  

Tues. 17 3-6 pm   

Wed. 18 9-11:30 am 5-7 pm 

6 pm Packing Party 

Thur. 19 5-8 pm  

Fri. 20 3-7 pm  

Sat. 21 10 am - 2 pm  

Sun 22 12:30 - 4 pm  

Mon. 23 9 am - Noon  

This year’s collection will be curbside, so Jill Hancock 

and Jennifer Miller will need lots of extra help.  Look 

for the signup poster for volunteer opportunities.  

Monetary donations also welcomed. 

Collection week is almost here! 

November 16-23 

“A man should never be ashamed to own that he has 

been in the wrong, which is but saying ... he is wiser to-

day than yesterday.” 

  —Alexander Pope  

We regret very much to announce that we will not be 

able to provide Thanksgiving Baskets for our needy 

neighbors this year because the local stores won’t let us 

hold food drives on their property due to ongoing Covid 

concerns. 
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FYI  
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change) 

  November 01:  “The Qualified Pastor”  Titus 1:5-9 

  November 08:  “The Face”   Nehemiah 2:1-2 

  November 15:  “A New Start”   Philemon 1:10--12 

  November 22:  “The Pilgrims”   Hebrews 11:13   

  November 29:  “Queen Esther“   Esther 2:1-2 

 

Tellers for November* 

Courtney Harbin & Rosa Minehan 

* Subject to change  

 

Oct. 04   

Oct. 11   

Oct. 18   

Oct. 25   

   

Deacon of the Week 

04  

11  

18  

25  

Door Team for November 

  

Children's Worship Workers 

 

Nursery Schedule -  Sundays 

Oct. 04: - AM 

Oct. 11: - AM 

Oct. 18 - AM 

Oct. 25: - AM 

Wednesdays: 

Oct. 07: -  

Oct. 14: -  

Oct. 21: -  

Oct. 28: -  

 

Nursery not yet 

available 

Children’s Worship  

has not yet resumed. 

Rotation has not yet  

resumed. 

Schedule Pending 



*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed 

here and would like to have it included, please call the 

office.  Also notify the office if you find an error. 

01 Tracy Milcetic 13 Sally Pruitt 

01 James Miller 13 Pastor Stokes 

01 Titus Muniz 16 Hank Calisti 

02 Charlie Proctor 16 Gabriel Jewell 

04 Ruby Breitenbach 16 Wanda Sellers 

05 Tyler Clark 18 Dickie Hanson 

05 Alycia Hancock 20 Darrell Linville 

06 Liliana Adamo 21 Matthew Milcetic 

06 Bill Pickle 22 Jennifer McDonald 

07 Marion Simpson 24 Janice Boarman 

09 Eileen Howard 24 Hannah Pankhursr 

10 Tommy Hill 25 Ben Burgess 

10 Josh Mathews 28 Rapunzel Chan 

11 Carolyn Shaffer 29 Megan Corrado 

12 Hannah Doyle 29 Tim Duehring 

12 Ann Pasini 30 Jonathan Doyle 

13 Beth Clark 30 Kyle Thompson 

November Family News 
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01 Billy & Sharon Bruce 

02 Dave & Alison Bode 

04 Al & Karen Law 

07 Neal & Cookie Wilsey 

16 Tom & Elaine Anderson 

16 Gerald & Kay Hancock 

17 Robby & Karen Jones 

19 Joseph &  Barbara Windsor 

20 Edward & Dottie Williams 

23 Billy & Betty Lou Moore 

25 John & Shannon Pankhurst 

26 Patrick & Jill Hancock 

29 Marvin & Mary McNair 

 

   I would like to thank all those in my

   First Baptist Church of La Plata  

family for all the calls, cards, expressions of concern, and 

especially the prayers that went up on my behalf when I 

was in the hospital last month.  I will still be undergoing di-

alysis  three times a week for the foreseeable future.  But 

the doctors are hoping I can soon regain full kidney func-

tion. 

   Love, Cheryl 
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Join us on Sunday,   

 November 29th   

at 7 pm 

for the annual  

Hanging of the Greens 

This is a wonderful family participation event that you 

won’t want to miss.  At the end of the service, our 

Christmon Tree and church will be beautifully deco-

rated for Christmas. 

We regret that due to ongoing Covid concerns, we will not 

have our November Business Meeting Dinner or our Annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  However, we will still have the Busi-

ness Meeting on November 11. 



First Baptist Church of La Plata 
9070 Hawthorne Road 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 
Address Service Requested 

 
Date-Sensitive 

Please Expedite 

 
 
Strangers no more 
 
Some people open their holiday meals to strangers, and one host 
even did so inadvertently. In 2016, Wanda Dench texted 17-year-
old Jamal Hinton about Thanksgiving dinner, thinking she was 
contacting her grandson. When a skeptical Hinton requested a 
photo and received a selfie of someone with a different skin color, 
he chuckled — but then asked if he could still come eat! Thus 
began a new friendship and a new annual tradition, which Hinton 
documents online. “Family is more than blood,” says Dench. “It’s 
the people you want to be with.” 
 
This year’s meal will be bittersweet, with an empty chair for Dench’s husband, who died of Covid-19 in 
April. To show support after that loss, Hinton sent his “grandma” a collection of loving video messages. 
Strangers worldwide expressed condolences to a woman who’d fully embraced a stranger.  


