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 “this will be our 

first Christmas 

together as pastor and 

congregation.  I hope 

it is very merry for all 

of us.  We already 

know it will be joyful!” 

 - Pastor Gary 

The Lamplighter 

The Son of God became the Son of man 

so that the sons of man could become 

the sons of God. 

 Perhaps you disagree that there 

were no lights that first Christmas.   

When the angel appeared to the shep-

herds, the glory of the Lord was shining 

all around (Luke 2:9); I guess that was a 

light  Then there's the star—sometimes 

called the Christmas star.  Did the star 

appear that first Christmas?  The wise 

men reported seeing a star about two 

years after the first Christmas.  By the 

time the wise men visit Jesus, He is a 

child—not an infant in a manger, and He 

is in a house—not a stable (Matthew 

2:11).  What was that star anyway?  

While various astronomological explana-

tions including comets and planetary 

alignments fit the approximate time pe-

riod, I believe the so-called Christmas star 

was supernaturally placed by God Himself 

to not only announce the birth of His Son 

and fulfill the prophecy of Numbers 24:17 

but to inspire the journey of the wise 

men. 

 To keep the first Christmas in 

proper perspective,  I recommend watch-

ing a movie, “The Nativity Story.”  This 

family movie provides a reminder of what 

Christmas is really all about.  That is why 

we will be showing “The Nativity Story” in 

the fellowship hall on Sunday night, De-

cember 13, after AWANA around 7:15pm.  

Prepare to see a very non-christmasy first 
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 First Christmases are very impor-

tant to us.  There are ornaments com-

memorating baby's first Christmas or 

newlyweds' first Christmas together, but 

the very first Christmas was not very 

Christmasy at all.   

 It was not in December, so there 

was no snow.  There were no decora-

tions—unless you consider the limited 

contents of a barn or cave to be decora-

tions.  There was no Christmas tree or 

lights.   The shepherds saw only Mary, 

Joseph, and Jesus (Luke 2:16): no star, no 

angels (they went back to heaven after 

the announcement according to Luke 

2:15), and no wise men.  By the way, do 

you know who else was not there at the 

first Christmas?  The Little Drummer Boy.  

I was never so shocked at Christmastime 

than when attending a church of another 

denomination and seeing a nativity scene 

on the communion table with a drummer 

boy prominently on display with Mary, 

Joseph, Jesus and the rest of the biblical 

Christmas characters! 

 The only aspect of the first Christ-

mas that was Christmasy was a gift.   

The greatest gift ever given, the gift that 

keeps on giving, Jesus, the Son of God, 

Our Savior.  Did you ever see the letters 

“IHS” on church furniture or crosses?  

While some extremists declare these let-

ters to stand for the pagan gods Isis, 

Horeb, and Seb, “IHS” is actually a Latin 

acronym meaning, “Jesus, Son, Savior.”  

- Continued on page 2 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

I am so honored to become the new Sunday school director. For those who don’t know me very well, my wife Heather 

and I and I have been attending church here for the past 8 years with our 2 sons Patrick and Anthony. We are truly 

blessed to be a part of this church family, and my plan is to continue to grow our church through our Sunday school 

program in person as well as online for those who can’t attend (with the help of Carol Hancock.) If there is anything you 

need, feel free to reach out to me or come by to see me in the Sunday school office. Please keep our Sunday school 

program and me in your prayers as I transition into this position. 

 

In his service, 

Kevin Guiffre 

Christmas. 

 The Grinch Who Stole Christmas learned that 

“maybe Christmas doesn't come from a store; maybe 

Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.”   

Christmas not only means a little bit more—it  means a 

lot more: Christmas is the birth of the Savior, the Christ, 

and the Lord (Luke 2:11). 

 Back to first Christmases: this will be our first 

Christmas together as pastor and congregation.  I hope it 

is very merry for all of us.  We already know it will be 

joyful! 

 

Pastor’s Page (cont.) 
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   New and on the Shelf 

Fiction 

Long Way Gone by Charles Martin (F MAR) 

 

Nonfiction 

Understanding the Book of Hebrews by Robert Cargill 

(227.87) 

An Exposition of the Epistle of Jude by Thomas Manton 

(226.9) 

Commentary on the Gospel of Mark by J.A. Alexander 

(226.4)  

 

Audio 

Smoky Mountain Christmas  

Smoky Mountain Memories  

 

Winter Wonderland 

 

Holy Bible – New Testament 

 
 

 

Which of the four Gospels name(s) Bethlehem as the 

place of Jesus’ birth?  

 

A. Only Luke 

B. Matthew and Luke 

C. Mark and John 

D. All four 
 

 
 
 

 

Christmas presence 
 

Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we can lose 

sight of the true meaning of Christmas, until we lament 

with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there anyone who knows what 

Christmas is all about?”  

 

These reminders call us back to where it all began — in 

the heart of God. 

 

“The giving of gifts is not something [people] invented. 

God started the giving spree when He gave a gift beyond 

words, the unspeakable gift of His Son.” —Robert Flatt 

 

“Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that 

God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that He gave 

His only Son. The only requirement is to believe in Him. 

The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.” 

—Corrie ten Boom 

 

“The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the 

glitz and glam of the season that has grown increasingly 

secular and commercial, and be reminded of the beauty 

of the One who is Christmas.” —Bill Crowder 

 

“If we do not set aside time to focus together on what 

God’s word tells us about the promise of Christ, on Christ-

mas morning we can find ourselves surrounded by 

mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps full of presents, but 

with hearts that are empty and unprepared.”  

―Nancy Guthrie 
 

A fresh look 
 
Just when everything is bearing down on us to such an 

extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the Christmas 

message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong, and 

that what we take to be evil and dark is really good and 

light because it comes from God. Our eyes are at fault, 

that is all.  

 

God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness, 

succor in abandonment. No evil can befall us; whatever 

men may do to us, they cannot but serve the God who is 

secretly revealed as love and rules the world and our 

lives. 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger 
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Missions & Outreach 

              Operation Christmas Child 

  

 

As an Operation Christmas Child drop off location we 

brought in 1,982 shoeboxes this year. We had 10 come in 

late that will also be transported up to the processing 

center for delivery. It is very exciting that 1,992 children 

will get to hear the gospel message in their own lan-

guage and receive a gift for the first time in their lives. 

Keep all of the children and the organization in prayer as 

they work to deliver the shoeboxes to countries around 

the world. 1,088 of these shoeboxes came from our 

church members and their friends, both through dona-

tions of items to be packed at packing parties, as well as 

already packed shoe boxes. The rest came from families 

in the community  and other churches. Many of the 

boxes packed at the packing party did not have the ship-

ping contribution, so if you would like to donate to help 

cover the $9 per box cost to ship and print Bible materi-

als you can put it in the offering and designate it as Op-

eration Christmas Child shipping or donate directly 

at Adopt a Shoebox  

Women on Mission News 

 

Mission Warriors will not meet in December but will 

resume their regular schedule in January.  Keep in touch 

with Jennifer Miller for details. 

 

Women on Mission will meet on Thursday, December 3 

at 10 am at the church.  Following Rosa Minehan’s pres-

entation of the Mission Study, the ladies will be putting 

gospel tracts and Bible Story booklets in thstockings and 

tote bags for needy children. 

 

Christmas Stockings  

for LifeStyles 

 

 We will once again be filling Christmas stockings 

or tote bags* for children and teens for distribution by 

LifeStyles.   WOM will include a New Testament and tract 

in each one.  We are asking that you take as many as you 

can fill, attach tag with age and 

boy/girl/teenboy/teengirl.   

 Some suggestions would be toothbrush/paste for 

age of child/teen, gloves, hat, stocks, toys, activity books, 

cars, small games, jump ropes, balls, small dolls, stuffed 

animals, Christmas ornaments, bubbles to blow, hair rib-

bons, picks, combs, lotions, shampoo,etc, candy/cookies, 

school supplies and maybe masks for age you are doing.  

Whatever you feel appropriate for child/teen and age 

you are doing.  

 Due to COVID we will have stockings out earlier 

this year if we can, to give you the time you need to fill 

and return.  They will be in the breezeway when ready 

for you to take.  There probably are a lot more children in 

need this season then ever before.  We pray you will take 

as many as you can fill and be blessed by doing this won-

derful deed for the less fortunate .  Thank you for help-

ing.  If you have any questions, please call Cookie Wilsey 

301-645-2681 or Text 301-643-5395 or call  Carol Gill 

301-934-9615. 

*NEWS FLASH:   Due to a shortage of Christmas stock-

ings, we may be filling tote bags as well.  See Women on 

Mission News. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 This year’s LifeStyles Christmas giveaway will be 

held December 15-18.  Although it will be conducted this 

year as a drive-through pickup in the parking lot, the fel-

lowship hall and children’s classrooms will be unavailable 

for church use during those days.  Any activities normally 

scheduled for those rooms are cancelled, with the excep-

tion of EDIFY, which will meet in another room that week.  

Contact Andy Gibson for details. 

 If you have any questions about the giveaway you 

may direct them to Wanda Sellers at 301-392-9394 or 

wsfatcats@yahoo.com. 
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FYI  
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change) 

Dec. 06  “The Shepherds of Christmas”  Luke 2:8-20 

Dec. 13  “The Angels of Christmas”  Luke 1:26-33 

Dec. 20  “The Kings of Christmas   Matthew 2:1-2 

Dec. 24  CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE   7 PM 

Dec. 27  “A New Start”    Philemon 1:10-12 

  

Tellers for December* 

Shannon Pankhurst & Kim Mauck 

 

* Subject to change  

Oct. 04   

Oct. 11   

Oct. 18   

Oct. 25   

   

Deacon of the Week 

04  

11  

18  

25  

Door Team for December 

  

Children's Worship Workers 

 

Nursery Schedule -  Sundays 

Oct. 04: - AM 

Oct. 11: - AM 

Oct. 18 - AM 

Oct. 25: - AM 

Wednesdays: 

Oct. 07: -  

Oct. 14: -  

Oct. 21: -  

Oct. 28: -  

 

Nursery not yet 

available 

Children’s Worship  

has not yet resumed. 

Rotation has not yet  

resumed. 

Schedule Pending 



New Members 

 

 

 Please join us in welcoming new members 

Paul, Ruth & Laura Dillon who  joined our church on 

November 22, 2020.   

 Contact information is available on request 

from the office. 

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed 

here and would like to have it included, please call the 

office.  Also notify the office if you find an error. 

01 Jeff Clark 19 Rosa Minehan 

01 Chase O’Bier 20 Ruth Dillon 

01 Hunter O’Bier 20 Daniel Gartland 

02 Brianna Fuchs 24 Barbara Hill 

04 Brandi Miller 28 Jake Burgess 

10 Terry Mathews 28 Pastor Gary 

10 Ruth Miller 29 Corbin Cooke 

16 Peter Orencia 29 Celie Boston 

16 Francine Wright 30 Brandon Henry 

17 Tom Anderson 30 Mercedes Miller 

18 Vila Zverina   

December Family News 
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14 Chuck & Lauren Bonn 

19 Lyle & Nita Elder 

19 Scott & Ellen Nupson 

22 Bob & Carol Gill 

29 Marshall & Kay Cantrell 

 It has been a year of loss for FBC La Plata.  On No-

vember 12, we lost Richard Getz after a long illness.  He was 

a veteran of the US Marine Corps and served in Vietnam be-

fore going to work for the DC Police where he served for 30 

years before retiring as a sergeant.    

 But that didn’t slow him down.  He enjoyed hunting, 

cooking, and fixing things and served many years on the 

Building & Grounds Committee.    He also worked in later 

years as an insurance adjuster and school bus driver.  He was 

also chairman of the church’s Benevolence Committee for 

many years.  He served faithfully as a deacon until his health 

prevented him from continuing to serve. 

 He lost his first wife Nancy to illness after 30 years of 

marriage in 1997and has two daughters from that marriage, 

Pamela & Kimberly.  He married his current wife, Sandy, in 

1999. Our prayers and condolences go out to Sandy, his wife, 

who took such good care of him during his illness, and to the 

rest of his family. 

   

We extend our thanks and deep  

appreciation  to all for your pray- 

ers, cards and phone calls following 

the loss of Jim’s brother, Ronald, in November.  The 

love of the church is a special blessing. 

 - Jim & Carolyn Shaffer 



First Baptist Church of La Plata 
9070 Hawthorne Road 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 
Address Service Requested 

 
Date-Sensitive 

Please Expedite 

 

Worthy of repair 
 
In Quito, Ecuador, Gonzalo Gallardo belongs to the Heritage 
Guardians, a group of traditional artisans. His specialty is restoring 
figurines, and near Christmas he often fixes Baby Jesus statues 
for nativity scenes. “People don’t throw them out,” he says. “The 
feeling is, ‘This is my figure, and I will repair it.’” 
 
Gallardo’s restorative gifts don’t end there. He uses the same pig-
ments (made from vegetables, minerals and oils) to treat actual 
humans. People with sunburns, bruises and scars stop by Gal-
lardo’s shop for skin “treatments” that cost pennies. “We are here 
to help people,” he says. 
 
How much more does God, through the Christmas gift of Jesus, repair our brokenness and restore us 
from death to life so we, like Gallardo, can help others. 


