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 “Valentine’s 

Day, like Christmas 

and Easter, is a pagan 

holiday; however, as 

with the others, let’s 

infuse our faith into 

Valentine’s Day and 

focus on God’s gift of 

love: . . . ” 

 - Pastor Gary 

The Lamplighter 

whom the Romans called “Cupid.”  The 

word “eros” is not used in the New Testa-

ment but it is implied in I Corinthians 7:2-

3 and Hebrews 13:4. 

Agape describes the love that 

God has for His people.   Agape is uncon-

ditional love, love no matter what, love 

with no strings attached.  Agape love is 

selfless and sacrificial.  Probably the most 

popular Bible verse using “agape” is John 

3:16 which begins, “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten 

Son…”  Only unconditional love would 

sacrifice a Son; only unconditional love 

would allow Himself to be sacrificed.  This 

same word for love is used to describe 

the husband’s love for His wife; this 

makes sense, because Paul writes in 

Ephesians 5:25,  “Husbands, love your 

wives even as Christ also loved the 

church, and gave Himself for it.”  I find it 

interesting in this passage that husbands 

are told to love their wives, but wives are 

not instructed to love their husbands.  

Paul addresses the marriage theme again 

in Titus 2:4, where he instructs wives to 

love their husbands, but he uses 

“philos”—not “agape.”  What’s the point?  

Husbands are to model God’s uncondi-

tional love to their wives; wives must sim-

ply endure their husbands like they would 

a little brother. 

Valentine’s Day, like Christmas 

and Easter, is a pagan holiday; however, 

as with the others, let’s infuse our faith 
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 Ah, love is in the air.  As we ap-

proach Valentine’s Day, heart decora-

tions, heart-shaped chocolate boxes, and 

February 14
th

 dinner reservations 

abound.  The Bible has much to say about 

love, because God is love, and love is 

from God.  The whole reason we love 

God and we love each other is because 

God loved us first (I John 4:19). 

New Testament Greek uses three 

words all of which are translated “love” in 

English.  Sometimes the context can de-

termine which Greek word is being used, 

but other times, a Greek New Testament 

or Bible concordance is required.  The 

three Greek words translated ”love” and 

their corresponding definitions are: philos 

meaning “brotherly love”;eros meaning 

“romantic love”; and agape meaning 

“unconditional love.” 

Philos describes the love one has 

for a sibling or close friend.  Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, is called the “City of Broth-

erly Love” because “philos” and 

“aldephos” are combined to make the 

word.  Philos is brotherly love and 

“adelphos” means “brother.”  There was 

a city in New Testament times called 

Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7).  Jesus com-

mended the church in Philadelphia for 

her faithfulness. 

Eros describes the romantic love 

one has for a spouse.  We get the English 

word “erotic” from this Greek word for 

love.  Eros was the Greek god of love 

- Continued on page 2 
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Love and Fear 

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been 

made perfect in love. 

1 John 4:18 

Perfect love comes only through Jesus Christ. We have to trust that He loves us perfectly and will take care of us in any 

situation. We have to trust that He is doing great things in our lives, even though these things may involve challenges 

that push us to the edge of fear. 

 

If you think about all this, and realized several of the “fear not's” in the Bible involve angels reassuring startled people: 

Zacharias, Joseph, Mary, shepherds, the woman at the tomb. Seeing an angel is obviously terrifying. Though their ap-

pearance startled and frightened people, they brought amazing messages directly from God. These messages were ac-

companied by challenges the hearer would have to face, situations that might lead to fear. All of this led the angels to 

say right away, “Fear not!” 

 

God understands we are prone to fear. He wants to reassure us that the great things He has called us to do will not be 

without challenge, but we do not need to fear. He loves us and is with us. 

 

In His name we serve  

Kevin Guiffre 
 

 

into Valentine’s Day and focus on God’s gift of love:  His 

love for us, our love for Him, and our godly love for each 

other.  Practicing Christian love is not only pleasing to 

God, but it’s also cheaper requiring no decorations, gifts, 

chocolates, or expensive restaurants.   I John 4:7 puts it 

this way, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 

God, and every one that loveth is born of God and 

knoweth God.”  Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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   New and on the Shelf 

Fiction 

A Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan (F BUN) 

The Hawaiian Quilt by Wanda Brunstetter (F BRU) 

Nonfiction 

Amazing Grace by Kenneth Osbeck (245.21)  

He Calls You Beautiful by Dee Brestin (248.843)          

Biography 

Great Souls by David Aikman (B GRA) 

Young Reader Biography 

 

William Booth by Janet and Geoff Benge 

Lottie Moon by Janet and Geoff Benge 

 

 

 

Celebrating love 
 

For 80 years, a couple in Ecuador was an exceptional ex-

ample of marital love. Julio Cesar Mora Tapia, 110, and 

Waldramina Maclovia Quinteros Reyes, 104, were wed on 

February 7, 1941. Until Julio’s death last October, they 

were reportedly the world’s oldest married couple. Their 

large family includes nine great-great-grandchildren! 

 

Good News Network recounts: “Julio Cesar fell in love 

with Waldramina’s beauty, her conversation, and her big 

heart.” Meanwhile, she found in him “a poet with a 

young spirit.” The couple says the formula for a lasting 

marriage is “love + maturity + mutual respect,” as well as 

patience, compassion and hard work. 

 

That calls to mind Paul’s words, often read at weddings: 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; 

it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 

13:4-6, ESV). 
 
* * * * * 

 
 

What was the name of Moses’ wife?  
 

A. Miriam 
B. Jochebed 
C. Zipporah 
D. Leah 
 

(See Exodus 2:21.) 
 

The power of love 
 

By comparing love to everything from oxy-

gen and fire to wind and war, songs and 

poetry emphasize its immense power — for 

good or for ill. Christian author Patrick Mor-

ley uses metaphors that focus on love’s 

practicality in everyday life: “Love is the 

glue that holds us together and the oil that keeps us from 

rubbing each other the wrong way.” He also calls love 

“the WD-40 of relationships” because it “can seep into 

tight places where logic, threats and even promises just 

can’t seem to penetrate.” 

 

Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries, knew that 

love not only eases friction in personal interactions but, 

with God’s help, can change hearts and lives. “Love all 

[people], even your enemies,” he advises. “Love them, 

not because they are your brothers, but that they may 

become your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with fra-

ternal love, both for him who is already your brother and 

for your enemy, that he may by loving become your 

brother.”  

* * * 
“I would permit no man, no matter what his color might 
be, to narrow and degrade my soul by making me hate 
him.” 

—Booker T. Washington 
* * * 
“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” 

—Corrie ten Boom 
* * * 
“Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.” 

—Dale Carnegie 
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Missions & Outreach 

                 Operation  

  Christmas Child 

    
Emphasis for February is on health and beauty items.  

Recommended items include but are not limited to: 

tooth brushes (but no toothpaste), bar soap, combs and 

brushes, wash cloths and hand towels, lip balm,  and hair 

accessories for girls. 

Women on Mission News 

 

 Mission Warriors are scheduled to meet on Sat-

urday, February 13th at 9:30 am at the church.  After the 

monthly ministry highlight, they will be planning a com-

munity-based service project.  For more information, 

contact Jennifer Miller at jennifer history@hotmail.com 

or 301-335-5872. 

 Women on Mission  will meet on February 4th 

at 10 am in the fellowship hall.  After the mission study 

led by Rosa Minehan, the ladies will start making  small 

teddy bears for Operation Christmas Child.  Anyone who 

would like to help cut out or sew the bears together, 

please contact Carol Gill at 301-934-9615 or 301-751-

4764. 

NURSERY HELP NEEDED! 

 

With the new year upon us, now is 

a great time to sign up to help in 

the nursery if you aren’t already on 

the list.   If you can help, please 

contact Kay Hancock  

kaysplayhouse1@yahoo.com or 

301-934-1795.  
 

Remember, everyone who works 

with children must be familiar with 

our Child Protection Policy and undergo a background 

check.  Copies of the policy with forms attached are in 

the office and on the Welcome Desk. Just follow the in-

structions on the cover sheet. 

A daily prayer 
 

Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember 

that You are present. If we find ourselves in the shadows 

of disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see Your 

comforting light. If we’re in the radiant light of success or 

acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge Your 

providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the 

assurance of Your nearness. Amen. 

Love bites! 
 

Retailers eager to capture some of the $20 billion that 

Americans spend every year for Valentine’s Day gifts are 

moving beyond candy and flowers. For an outside-the-

box edible present for that special someone, now you 

can purchase a bouquet of bacon roses, pickles or even 

Olive Garden breadsticks. If money is tight, you can visit 

Waffle House on February 14, the one night it takes res-

ervations. 

The gift of desperation 
 

 In a 2012 interview with NPR, author Anne 

Lamott shared: “I’ve heard people say that God is the 

gift of desperation, and there’s a lot to be said for having 

really reached a bottom where you’ve run out of any-

more good ideas, or plans for everybody else’s behavior; 

or how to save and fix and rescue; or just get out of a 

huge mess, possibly of your own creation. And when 

you’re done, you may take a long, quavering breath and 

say, ‘Help.’”  

 Amid the pandemic and life’s other, more typical 

trials of life, have you found a silver lining — a gift that 

has arisen out of your desperation? Sometimes we’re 

more open to God during times of struggle than when all 

flows smoothly. As long as we think our ideas and plans 

for ourselves and our loved ones are pretty good, we 

don’t feel we need a Savior. But when life is so challeng-

ing that we call to God for help, “the gift of [that] des-

peration” is finding that God’s loving arms have em-

braced and strengthened us all along. 
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FYI  
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change) 

Feb. 07  “Train Them”   Proverbs 22:6 

Feb. 14  “True Love”   1 John 4:10-11 

Feb. 21  “In His Time”   Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Feb. 28  “Endtime Scoffers”  2 Peter 3:3-4                                                                                                                   

PM services are suspended until further notice. 

Tellers for February 

Sharon Bruce & Kevin Guiffre 

* Subject to change  

 

   

   

   

   

   

Deacon of the Week 

  

  

  

  

Door Team forFebruary 

  

Children's Worship Workers 

 

Nursery Schedule -  Sundays 

Feb. 07 - AM 

Feb. 14 - AM 

Feb. 21 - AM 

Feb. 28 - AM 

 

Wednesdays: 

Feb. 10 -  

 Feb. 17 - 

Feb. 24- 

 -  

 

 

Nursery not yet 

available 

Children’s Worship  

has not yet resumed. 

Rotation has not yet  

resumed. 

Schedule Pending 



*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary 

listed here and would like to have it included, please 

call the office.  Also notify the office if you find an 

error. 

February Family News 
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Contact information for Pastor Gary: 

email: PastorGary@fbclaplata.org 

cell:  724-747-0430 

04 Dean & Eileen Howard 

14 Glenn & Becky Miller 

  

the loss of Jim’s brother, Ronald, in November.  The 

01 John Osakowicz 18 Marvin McNair 

03 Sandy Getz 18 Darlene Murphy-Crosson 

04 William (Bao) Dinh 21 Sheri Bresnahan 

05 Paul Dillon 21 Jenny Curtis 

05 Erin Hancock 23 Cheryl Allison 

05 Amy Jewell 23 Becky Miller 

08 Laura Dillon 24 Gladys Bruce 

09 Travis jones 25 Tim Hill 

12 Kristen Gibson 26 Gene Hile 

14 Shannon Pankhurst 26 Michael Jewell 

14 Michael Pickens 27 Kimberly Burgess 

15 Brynna Bode 29 Joyce Hanson 

18 Anya Bode   

We are grieving the loss 

of one of our charter  

members on  January 17, 

2021.  Marion Joyce Irwin went home to be 

with her Lord after a lengthy illness.  She-

was 88 years old.  She lived in Charles 

County all her life, where she drove the same school bus 

for 38 years. 

 During her healthier years she loved spending 

time with her family and friends, attending gospel con-

certs, and was always willing to lend a hand.  This was 

reflected in her life at FBCLP, where, among other things, 

she served on the Baptism Committee and as a Commun-

ion Host. and loved helping with Vacation Bible School 

every summer. 

 Though she was unable to attend and participate 

in services in recent years, her faith was the most impor-

tant aspect of her life.  She will be sorely missed by all 

who knew her but we can rejoice that she’s now well and 

safe in the arms of Jesus. 

 Please keep Wayne, Dean, Darlene and all the 

family in your prayers as they mourn her loss. 

Free Bed Rails 
 

A church attendee has two sets of queen size bed rails 

to give away.  If you can use one or both, or if you know 

of someone who can, please call the office for more de-

tails. 

Ladies, if you’ve wanted to get involved in a Bible Study 

group but couldn’t attend the Tuesday morning class, 

now there is an evening one for you. Beginning January 

28th, it will be held here at the church every other 

Thursday from 6-7:30 p.m. and will be led by Harriette 

Gordon. We are beginning a new study entitled "Exodus: 

Journey of Fear, Doubt, and Blessing."  All ladies are in-

vited to join us as we connect with one another, with 

God's Word, and with our Lord through prayer.  Contact 

Alison Bode at 301-246-4957 or thebodes@verizon.net 

for more information. 
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The parable of the lost ring 
 

Only three years after Paula and Joe Walter married, her wedding ring was lost as 

she played catch with their son. Naturally, she was heartbroken. Over the years, 

whenever family and friends gathered in the back yard, she urged everyone to look 

for the ring — but to no avail. Because the yard borders on woods, Paula feared the 

ring had flown into the trees, never to be seen again. 

 

But just before the couple’s 40
th

 anniversary, landscapers hired to do work in the 

yard brought her a surprise: They’d found the ring — right where Paula had been 

playing with her child so long ago! Like the woman in Jesus’ parable who finally found her lost coin 

(Luke 15:8-10), Paula rejoiced. God too searches until every person who has strayed or been flung 

away from the faith is found. 

 

Sometimes the place we rediscover faith is right where we’ve looked before. What makes the differ-

ence? A different person helping us search? Light shining in a different way? We may never know. We 

simply rejoice — and so does God. 
—Heidi Mann 


