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Welcome to the month of March.
March has much to consider in the way of
war, warning, weather, wheels, and
wearing green.
March is named after the Roman god of
war, Mars. Following on the heels of winter with the ice and snow melting away,
March was the perfect month to get back
to fighting one's neighbors; so March got
its name and Mars, his namesake. By the
way, the Pentagon has followed this Roman tradition by using March as the
month to begin almost every US-NATO
led military operation since Vietnam.
We have all learned to “Beware
the ides of March,” but what does that
mean? The Romans referred to the middle of every month as the “ides.” Julius
Caesar was assassinated on March 15,
the ides of March, and the saying was
popularized by William Shakespeare in his
play, “Julius Caesar.” There is nothing
inherently dangerous about March 15-unless you happen to be a Roman Caesar.
March is supposedly a great
weather forecaster. If March comes in
like a lion, it goes out like a lamb and
vice-versa. If Punxsutawney Phil was right
on February 2nd, we can expect a lion on
the front end of March and a lamb bringing up the rear. March also boasts the
Spring, or vernal, equinox. Equinox means
“equal night”; on this day at the earth's
equator, day and night are equal in duration.

March 14 is known as “Pi Day”
because of the mathematical symbol, pi.
Pi is truncated to 3.14 and March 14 is
3/14. On this day, math connoisseurs eat
pie to celebrate, but they misspell what
they are eating. Pi is the fascinating fraction 22/7 whose decimal equivalent has
been calculated to over one trillion digits
beyond its decimal point featuring no
repetition or pattern but without which
we would be hard-pressed to draw circles
and manufacture wheels.
March 17th is St. Patrick's Day
during which the Chicago River becomes
green, and people wear green to avoid
getting pinched. St. Patrick is the patron
saint of Ireland made famous for ridding
Ireland of snakes. The legend goes that
St. Patrick preached such a powerful sermon that all of the snakes slithered off
into the ocean; that must have been
some sermon, because it also affected
Hawaii, Iceland, New Zealand, Greenland,
and Antarctica--none of these islands
have snakes, either. Debbie and I have
been to Ireland, and we didn't see any
snakes—but that doesn't mean they
weren't there. I haven't seen any snakes
around my property, but I find snake
skins under my house, so I know what
that means. St. Patrick's real name was
Palladius, and he was Scottish—not Irish,
but He did live as a missionary in Ireland
for 40 years during which he supposedly
taught people about the Trinity by using
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“...may we
continue the spiritual
war against Satan
...heed the warning of
Scripture, . . . work
while it is day, . . .
wonder at God's
circular creation, . .
.and share the
wonderful, green
message of eternal life.
- Pastor Gary

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
If March comes in like a lion, it will go out like a lamb.
Is there any truth to this saying? Weather experts’ sayings are as colorful as our imagination. While many sayings are based on careful observations and turn out to be accurate, others
are merely beliefs of the people who came before us.
Those people often believed that bad spirits could affect the weather adversely, so they
were cautious as to what they did or did not do in certain situations.
Those beliefs often included ideas that there should be a balance in weather and life. So,
if a month came in bad (like a lion), it should go out good and calm (like a lamb).
With March being such a changeable month, in which we can see warm spring-like temperatures or lateseason snowstorms, you can understand how this saying might hold true in some instances.
We can only hope that if March starts off stormy it will end on a calm note, but the key word is hope. Jeremiah
29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and
a hope.”
In His name we serve
Kevin Guiffre

Pastor’s Page (cont.)
3-leaf clovers. St. Patrick is celebrated on the day of his
death, March 17, which was 1560 years ago this year.
Debbie and I used to love attending the St. Patrick's Day
parade in New Orleans every March 17. As the parade
floats passed by, the riders would throw all the vegetable ingredients necessary to make Irish stew to the
crowds gathered along the route. My favorite color is
green, but early depictions of St. Patrick show him
wearing blue, and the Order of St. Patrick wore a sky
blue known as “St. Patrick Blue”; why, then, is green the
color for St. Patrick's Day? Because Ireland is known as
the Emerald Isle, and emeralds are green. Not only that,
but the Irish flag has a green stripe on it representing
the catholic population, and St. Patrick was obviously
catholic. The orange stripe represents the protestant
population, and the white stripe in the middle represents the peace between the two faiths.
So this March, may we continue the spiritual
war against Satan (Ephesians 6:12), heed the warning of
Scripture (I Corinthians 10:11-12), work while it is day
(John 9:4), wonder at God's circular creation (Isaiah
40:22), and share the wonderful, green message of
eternal life (I John 5:13).
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Library News
New and on the Shelf
Fiction
A Continual Feast by Jan Karon (F KAR)
Nonfiction
Unveiling the End Times in Our Time by Adrian Rogers
(236.9)
When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson
(231.8)
Lighthouse Psalms by Honor Books (248.4)
Agents of the Apocalypse by Dr. David Jeremiah
(228.06)
DVD
Agenda 2

As the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, they longingly remembered some of the foods they’d had in
Egypt. Which foods were not mentioned?
A. carrots and potatoes
B. onions and garlic
C. fish and leeks
D. melons and cucumbers
Hint: (See Numbers 11:4-6.)

True freedom
Our body has not only been created by God and will
one day be resurrected by Him, but it has been bought
by Christ’s blood and is indwelled by His Spirit. Thus it
belongs to God three times over, by creation, redemption and indwelling. How then, since it does not belong
to us, can we misuse it?
Instead, we are to honor God with it, by obedience and
self-control. Bought by Christ, we have no business to
become the slaves of anybody or anything else. Once
we were slaves of sin; now we are the slaves of Christ,
and His service is the true freedom.
—John Stott, The Cross of Christ
The Lamplighter

Laud & honor on Palm Sunday
The Palm Sunday anthem “All Glory Laud and
Honor” is one of Christendom’s oldest hymns. St.
Theodulf of Orleans, who helped reform the church under
Charlemagne, wrote the lyrics in the year 820 while imprisoned in France.
The lyrics recount Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event the medieval church reenacted every
Palm Sunday. Clergy and townspeople processed from
fields through the city gates, behind a Jesus figure riding a
donkey. At the gates, children began singing the hymn in
Latin — Gloria, laus et honor — and onlookers soon
chimed in.
City gates may be a thing of the past, as the website Hymnary.org notes, yet we still praise our blessed
Redeemer “because we know just what kind of King He
was and is — an everlasting King who reigns not just in
Jerusalem but over the entire earth. What more could we
do but praise Him with glory, laud and honor.”
All glory, laud and honor to You, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,
now in the Lord's name coming,
the King and Blessed One.

***

“No pain, no palm; no thorns, no throne; no gall, no glory;
no cross, no crown.”
—William Penn

When God giggles
Before dinner, our family was preparing to pray, which we do
by holding hands. Upon discovering that one child hadn’t
washed his hands, my husband struck a contorted pose to
avoid physical contact. The mealtime blessing quickly dissolved
into laughter as we each peeked at him.
Afterward, as we passed around the food, I asked, “What do
you imagine God thought about us laughing during prayer?”
One child quickly replied, “I think He was laughing right along
with us.”
Yes! Although prayer is reverent, God invites us to converse
with words, emotions — and even giggles!
—Janna Firestone
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Missions & Outreach

Women on Mission News
Mission Warriors will meet at 9:30 am on Saturday, March 13 in the fellowship hall. We will plan mission activities for Spring and Summer. For more information, contact Jennifer Miller at jennifer history@hotmail.com or 301-335-5872.
Women on Mission will meet on Thursday,
March 4 at 10 am in the fellowship hall. After the mission study led by Harriette Gordon, the ladies will be
working on the teddy bears for Operation Christmas
Child. If you are unable to attend but would like to help
with cutting out or sewing the bears, please contact
Carol Gill at 301-934-9615 or 301-751-4764.

Yes, we are having a modified soccer season this spring!
Online registration is now open and will continue until
March 12 (late registration until the 19th) . There will
be no evaluations or “meet the coaches” session this
season. Practices will begin the week of March 29; first
games April 10, and last games May 29.
Watch bulletins for further details or contact Shannon
Pankhurst at fbclpsoccer@gmail.com or
slpank@yahoo.com.

2021 VBS: July 19-23
Save The Date!

NURSERY HELP
NEEDED!
If you love children, now is a great
time to sign up to help in the nursery if you aren’t already on the
list. If you can help, please contact Kay Hancock at
kaysplayhouse1@yahoo.com or
301-934-1795.
Remember, everyone who works with children must
be familiar with our Child Protection Policy and undergo a background check. Copies of the policy with
forms attached are in the office and on the Welcome
Desk. Just follow the instructions on the cover sheet.
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Watch for more details in the April
newsletter and start thinking now
about how you can help.
We will also announce whether we will do
Concrete & Cranes originally planned for last year or
a different one. It will depend on whether we meet
inside or outside.

Operation
Christmas Child
Now’s a great time to scour the clearance sales
to pick up bargains on winter clothing items, such as
hats, mittens, scarves, tennis shoes, undergarments and
socks. Your continued support in collecting items
throughout the year is what makes our collection week
in November so successful. We couldn’t do it without
you!

Volume 14, Issue 3

FYI
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change)
Mar. 07
Mar. 14
Mar. 21
Mar. 28

“S.O.S: An Overview”
“The Word”
“White as Snow”
“ Hospitality”

Song of Solomon 1:1
2 John 1:12
Isaiah 1:18
3 John 3:5-8

PM services are suspended until further notice.

Door Team for March
Tellers for March
Courtney Harbin & Rosa Minehan*
* Subject to Change

Schedule Pending

Deacon of the Week

Rotation has not yet
resumed.

Nursery Schedule - Sundays
Mar. 07 - AM
Mar. 14 - AM
Mar. 21 - AM
Mar. 28 - AM

Children's Worship Workers

Children’s Worship
has not yet resumed.

The Lamplighter

Wednesdays:
Mar. 7 Feb. 14 Feb. 21 Mar. 28 -

Nursery not yet
available
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February Family News

01

Elena Bode Gilroy

15 Andrew Bode

03

Tookie & Bonnie Orndorff

06

Phuong Dinh

15 Jeffrey Grote

17

Drew & Tara Havrilla

08

Kevin Guiffre

18 Donna Duehring

25

Melvin & Janet King

09

Sy Collins

19 Patrick Guiffre

12

Louis Schneider

21 Tyler Griffith

13

Thelma McConkey

27 Dean Irwin

13

Stephanie Miller

30 Ashleigh Grigsby

14

Jennifer Cooke

31 Shirley Grumbling

*****

That’s the point!
If prayer stands as the place where God and human beings meet, then I must learn about prayer. Most of my
struggles in the Christian life circle around the same two
themes: why God doesn't act the way we want God to,
and why I don't act the way God wants me to. Prayer is
the precise point where those themes converge.
―Philip Yancey

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary
listed here and would like to have it included, please
call the office. Also notify the office if you find an error.

If you would like to be added to
the Prayer Tree/Chain to receive
calls on people who need
prayer, please get in touch with
Ken Doyle either by Call or Text
to 301-643-6191 or Email ken.doyle.64@gmail.com and
leave your name and the phone number that you want
to receive the calls on and he will add you to the list.
Refer any questions to Cookie Wilsey 301-645-2681 or
301-643-5395.

*****

Ladies, if you’ve wanted to get involved in a Bible Study
group but couldn’t attend the Tuesday morning class,
now there is an evening one for you. It began January 28
and is held here at the church every other Thursday from
6-7:30 p.m. It is led by Harriette Gordon. We are beginning a new study entitled "Exodus: Journey of Fear,
Doubt, and Blessing." All ladies are invited to join us as
we connect with one another, with God's Word, and
with our Lord through prayer. Contact Alison Bode at
301-246-4957 or thebodes@verizon.net for more information.
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Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one
hour before going to bed on Saturday,
March 13th. If you don’t you’ll be late for
church and Sunday School!

Contact information for Pastor Gary:
email: PastorGary@fbclaplata.org
cell: 724-747-0430
Volume 14, Issue 3

First Baptist Church of La Plata
9070 Hawthorne Road
La Plata, MD 20646
Address Service Requested
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Setting captives free
Though St. Patrick’s Day has become a secular “holiday,” March 17 commemorates the life
of a Christian missionary. St. Patrick grew up in a Christian home in Britain but wasn’t very
devout until he experienced crisis. As a teen, he was captured and sold into slavery in Ireland, escaping after six years. “The Lord opened my unbelieving eyes” in Ireland, Patrick
later said. God led him back there, and he converted tribe after tribe to Christianity.
In Confessio 61, St. Patrick writes, “I testify in truth and in great joy of heart before God and
his holy angels that I never had any other reason for returning to that nation . except the
Gospel and God’s promises.”

