
VOLUME  1 4 ,  I S SUE  4  

APR I L  2 0 2 1  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  L a  P l a t a  

Inside this issue: 

Bible Quiz 3 

Family News 6 

FYI 5 

Library News 3 

Missions & Outreach 4 

Pastor’s Page  1 

Calendar 7 

 “Jesus' death 

was not enough. 

Jesus' death must be 

accompanied by Jesus' 

resurrection to 

complete the package 

of our salvation.”  

 - Pastor Gary 

The Lamplighter 
Pastor’s Page  by Pastor Gary 

 The Gospel, or good news, of Je-

sus Christ according to I Corinthians 15:3-

4, is “that Christ died for our sins accord-

ing to the Scriptures, and that He was 

buried, and that He rose again the third 

day according to the Scriptures.” The 

Apostle Paul went on to write in I Corin-

thians 15:19 that if Jesus is not risen from 

the dead, “...we are of all men most mis-

erable.”  

 Jesus' death was not enough. Je-

sus' death must be accompanied by Je-

sus' resurrection to complete the package 

of our salvation. Incidentally, Jesus' resur-

rection was also prophesied in Psalm16 

and Isaiah 53 written 1000 years and 800 

years respectively before the time of 

Christ. Christians celebrate Easter, or Res-

urrection Day, this April as we commemo-

rate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead. Why? Because Jesus' death was 

not enough. Jesus' death paid the price, 

and Jesus' resurrection sealed the deal. 

 Believers are redeemed, will be 

resurrected, and will reign with Jesus 

Christ forever! While we can celebrate 

Christmas every day, we can also cele-

brate Easter every day because He is 

risen! He is risen indeed!  

 Jesus' death was not enough. 

Don't misunderstand, Jesus' death on the 

cross is critically, practically, and theologi-

cally important. His death was prophe-

sied shortly after Adam and Eve fell in the 

Garden of Eden. Genesis 3:15, known as 

the “Proto-gospel, “ or first gospel, states, 

“And I will put enmity between thee and 

the woman and between thy seed and 

her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel.” Jesus' death 

by crucifixion was later prophesied in 

Psalm 22 a thousand years before cruci-

fixion had even been devised by mankind. 

Psalm 22 not only describes crucifixion 

generally in verse 16 stating, “...they 

pierced my hands and my feet,” but Je-

sus' crucifixion specifically as it includes 

references to those who mocked Jesus as 

well as those who gambled for Jesus' 

clothing. Jesus died on the cross to pay 

for the sins of all who believe, but His 

death is sufficient to pay for every sin 

ever committed in all of human history. 

Still, Jesus' death was not enough. Had 

Jesus died for our sins but remained 

dead, there would be no possibility of 

eternal life; after all, if Jesus had re-

mained dead, how could we hope to de-

feat the death that He could not? If Jesus 

were not resurrected, how can we hope 

for our own resurrection one day? Jesus' 

death was not enough. The Apostle Paul 

agrees that Jesus' death was not enough 

when he writes in Romans 4:25 that Jesus 

“was delivered for our offenses and was 

raised again for our justification.”  



Page 2                                                               

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Sweeter than Honey 
“Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.” 

Proverbs 16:24 

As we read this verse, consider our words. Are they pleasant? Kind? Sweet? At all times.  

But what about when we have to deal with a misbehaving child? Or a rude adult? Or a long wait? Or things not working 

according to our plan? 

The quickest way to change the flavor of an unpleasant situation is to inject some kind words. However, sometimes it’s 

hard to come up with those kind words in the middle of the unpleasantness. Our words are not sweet enough. We 

need God’s words. His Word makes our words sweeter. As the Psalmist said: 

So if we compare honey and the Bible, we notice the benefits of honey to the benefits of God’s Word. Here are some 

comparisons.  

BENEFITS OF HONEY                        BENEFITS OF THE BIBLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we read God’s Word regularly, it becomes part of us. When we open our mouth to speak, there is less of us and more 

of Him. Our words become more pleasant, promoting sweetness of the soul and health of the body – in others and our-

selves . 

 

In His Name we serve, 

Kevin Guiffre 
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• Natural sweetener 

• Boosts energy. 

• Soothes sore throats. 

• Doesn’t spoil. 

• Adds sweetness to our thoughts. 

• Gives us a spiritual boost when we are 

down. 

• Contains the cure for sin, and the prob-

lems that come from sin. 

• It lasts forever 
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   New and on the Shelf 

 

Fiction 

The Pilgrims Progress by John Bunyan (F BUN) 

Nonfiction 

E.M. Bounds on Prayer by E.M. Bounds (248.3) 

The Rapture by Tim LaHaye (236.9) 

Broken Things by M. De Haan (248.86) 

Amos and his Message by Roy Honeycutt (224.8)  

Why the Resurrection by Greg Laurie (236.8) 

DVD 

70 Years:  Israel’s Prophetic Past, Present and Future 

Charlton Heston Presents the Bible: The Passion 

Charlton Heston Presents the Bible: Jesus of Nazareth 

Biography 

Turn Your Season Around by Darryl Strawberry (B STR) 

Juvenile Biography 

Lottie Moon:  Giving Her all for China by Janet Benge 

(JB MOO) 

We know the name of only one of the two disciples to 
whom the risen Jesus appeared on the road to Em-
maus. Who was he?  
 

A. John 
B. Paul of Tarsus 
C. Joseph of Arimathea  
D. Cleopas 

 
 (See Luke 24:18.) 

 
 

Forgive Me When I Whine 

Today upon a bus, I saw  

a lovely maid with golden hair; 

I envied her, she seemed so gay; 

And oh, I wished I were so fair. 

And suddenly she rose to leave, 

I saw her hobble down the aisle; 

She had one foot and wore a crutch. 

But as she passed, a smile. 

Oh, God, forgive me when I whine; 

I have two feet -the world is mine. 

 

And when I stopped to buy some sweets,  

the lad who served me had such charm. 

He seemed to radiate good cheer. 

His manner was so kind and warm. 

I said, “It’s nice to deal with you.  

Such courtesy I seldom find”. 

He turned and said, “Oh, thank you, sir!” 

And then I saw that he was blind. 

Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

I have two eyes - the world is mine. 

 

Then when walking down the street, 

I saw a child with eyes of blue. 

He stood and watched the others play; 

It seemed he knew not what to do. 

I stopped a moment, then I said, 

“Why don’t you join the others, dear?” 

He looked ahead without a word, 

And then I knew, he could not hear. 

Oh, God, forgive me when I whine; 

I have two ears, the world is mine. 

 

With feet to take me where I’d go, 

With eyes to see the sunset’s glow, 

With ears to hear what I would know; 

I’m blessed indeed, the world is mine. 

Oh, God, forgive me. 

   Author Unknown 

 

(Thank you to Rev. Gordon Hanson for submitting this 

beautiful poem.) 

* * * 
“Easter is very important to me. It’s a second chance.” 

—Reba McEntire 

“If you have no joy, there’s a leak in your Christianity 

somewhere.” 

    - Billy Sunday 

 

 “Pray, and let God worry. “  

 - Martin Luther 
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Missions & Outreach 

Women on Mission News 

 

 Mission Warriors will not meet this month be-

cause of Upward soccer. Contact Jennifer Miller at jenni-

fer history@hotmail.com or 301-335-5872 for more in-

formation. 

 Women on Mission will meet on Thursday, April 

1st at 10 am in the fellowship  hall. After the mission 

study the ladies will be working on the teddy bears for 

Operation Christmas Child. If you are unable to attend 

but would like to help with cutting out or sewing the 

bears, please contact  Carol Gill at 301-934-9615 or 301-

751-4764.  We are in great need of help with sewing the 

bears, and volunteers can do this at home.  Just let Carol 

know. 

NURSERY HELP 

NEEDED! 

 

If you love children, now is a great 

time to sign up to help in the nurs-

ery if you aren’t already on the 

list.   If you can help, please con-

tact Kay Hancock at 

kaysplayhouse1@yahoo.com or 

301-934-1795.  
 

Remember, everyone who works with children must 

be familiar with our Child Protection Policy and un-

dergo a background check.  Copies of the policy with 

forms attached are in the office and on the Welcome 

Desk. Just follow the instructions on the cover sheet. 

 

 

 

 

Upward soccer registration has now closed.  Practices 

will begin the week of March 29; first games April 10, 

and last games May 29. 

Contact Shannon Pankhurst at  fbclpsoccer@gmail.com 

or slpank@yahoo.com to see if there are volunteer op-

portunities for you.  She will soon be putting out signup 

sheets for prayer warriors to pray for the participants 

throughout the season. 

 Watch the table in the lobby for a chance to sign 

up be a prayer warrior during the season. 

  

 

 

  

This month, we’re focusing on the boys, although many 

suggested items can also apply to girls. Some suggestions 

are yo-yos, slinkies, small cars, Silly Putty, small balls, 

kazoos, harmonicas, small Etch-a-Sketch, small balls, etc. 

Operation  

Christmas Child 

2021 VBS: July 19-23 

Save The Date! 

  This year's Vacation Bible School 

will be held the week of July 19 - 23.  

There will be a VBS planning meeting on 

Monday, April 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall to 

discuss the possibilities for this year's VBS.  Anyone who 

is willing to help plan this year's event or who has crea-

tive ideas about how we can safely minister to children 

this summer is encouraged to attend.  We will also need 

volunteers to help the week of VBS, so mark your calen-

dar now.   

 More details will be available in next month's 

newsletter. Contact Alison Bode at 301-246-4957 or the-

bodes@verizon.net for more information. 

Save The Date! 

Sunday, May 2nd 

Time TBA 

 

Ladies and teens are invited to the annual Women 

on Mission Tea & Baby Shower to benefit The 

Catherine Foundation. 

Donations of baby items and cash are welcomed. 

Watch bulletins & slides for more details. 
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FYI  
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change) 

April 04: “Alive Forever”   Revelation 1:18 

April 11: “The Rechabites”  Jeremiah 15:2 

April 18: “Here Comes the Judge”  Jude 1:14 

April 25: “Lamenting Crying”  Lamentations 2:18-19 

PM services are suspended until further notice. 

Tellers for April 

Sheri Bresnahan & Norma Stump* 

* Subject to Change 

Apr. 04 Ed Mauck  

Apr. 11 Glenn Miller  

Apr. 18 Dave Bode  

Apr. 25 Mark Curtis  

   

Deacon of the Week 

  

  

  

  

Door Team for March 

  

Children's Worship Workers 

 

Nursery Schedule -  Sundays 

Apr. 04 - AM 

Apr. 11 - AM 

Apr. 18 - AM 

Apr. 25 - AM 

 

Wednesdays: 

Apr. 07 -  

Apr. 14 - 

Apr. 21 - 

Apr. 28 - 

 

 

Nursery not yet 

available 

Children’s Worship  

has not yet resumed. 

Rotation for 

11:00 has not 

yet resumed. 

Schedule Pending 



*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary 

listed here and would like to have it included, please 

call the office.  Also notify the office if you find an er-

ror. 

If you would like to be added to 

the Prayer Tree/Chain to receive 

calls on people who need 

prayer, please get in touch with 

Ken Doyle either by Call or Text 

to 301-643-6191 or Email ken.doyle.64@gmail.com and 

leave your name and the phone number that you want 

to receive the calls on and he will add you to the list. 

Refer any questions to Cookie Wilsey 301-645-2681 or 

301-643-5395. 

April Family News 
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Contact information for Pastor Gary: 

email: PastorGary@fbclaplata.org 

cell:  724-747-0430 

12 Pastor Wendell & Brenda Stokes 

19 Kevin & Heather Guiffre 

23 Rev. Bill & Ruth Miller 

28 Darrell & Nan Linville 

the loss of Jim’s brother, Ronald, in November.  The 

01 Gloria Schneider 15 Taylor Peterson 

02 Joseph Windsor 17 Andy Gibson 

03 Nita Elder 18 Saverio Adamo 

05 Mark Curtis 20 Abby Pankhurst 

08 Janet King 22 Brenda Blunt 

09 Max Bode 22 Carolyn Burgess 

10 Olive Perry 22 Dawn Burgess 

11 Ryder Mattingly 22 Buddy Sanders 

14 Jessica Miller 22 Dorothy Simmons 

14 Ellen Nupson 27 Jill Hancock 

15 Dale Gordon 29 Janet Doyle 

Pastor Gary’s Daily  

Devotionals are now 

available on the church web-

site!  So if you miss one,  or just 

want to hear it again, click on the Sermons” 

tab on the home page. 

News 

Flash! 

*** 

“Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do 

something you want done because he wants to do it.” 

   - Dwight D. Eisenhower 
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Address Service Requested 

 
Date-Sensitive 

Please Expedite 

 

A grand entrance 
 

Decades ago, as English actress Gertrude Lawrence waited behind 

the curtain for a play to begin, the queen upstaged her by arriving at 

the royal box to much applause. “What an entrance,” Lawrence re-

marked, to which her friend, playwright Noel Coward, replied, “What 

a part!”  

 

Jesus certainly made a grand entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sun-

day, entering to adoring shouts of “Hosanna!” But worldly glory and 

fame weren’t His intent. Instead, our Lord knew that His Father had 

prepared a sacrificial role for Him. Jesus handled the adulation with dignity and poise. The humble yet 

courageous Son of God knew that danger, despair and death awaited — but that He must endure it all 

to fulfill prophecy for humanity’s sake.  

 

The pageantry of Palm Sunday is a stark contrast to the role of Suffering Servant that Jesus faced a few 

short days later. Yet each event during Holy Week represents victory — for Jesus as well as for His be-

loved children.  

 

Palm Sunday is a glorious day, so let us wave palms and shout, “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The 

Savior has come. What an entrance! What a part!  


