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Though Memorial Day is a May
holiday, and May has already passed, I
devoted May's newsletter space to the
summer camp, Camp Carmel; so this
month's newsletter will focus on Memorial Day. Memorial Day was originally
called "Decoration Day" because people,
beginning around the time of the Civil
War, decorated the graves of soldiers
regardless of their affiliation with the Union or Confederate armies. Memorial Day
is a day to honor those who gave, as
President Lincoln famously said in his
Gettysburg Address, "...the last full measure of devotion." While Memorial Day is
specifically set aside to honor those who
died in America's wars, we now honor all
those who have died having served in the
armed forces of the United States. Veterans Day, which comes six months later in
November, is a day to honor the living
who have served or who are still serving
in the military.
I am grateful to Nick Papanicolas
for introducing my family to the Patriot
Guard Riders who honor the armed
forces' dead on a regular basis. We have
been on close to 50 missions to honor the
dead in Arlington National Cemetery,
Crownsville Veterans Cemetery, Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery, and at various
funeral homes. The Patriot Guard Riders
grew out of the disrespectful Westboro
Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas, that
years ago was protesting the funerals of
our military deceased. While we agree

with the Westboro Baptist Church that
homosexuality is a sin, we do not think
there is a correlation between America's
tolerance of homosexuality and dead soldiers. We certainly don't agree with
Westboro's declaration, "Thank God for
dead soldiers." In response to the protesters, the Patriot Guard Riders would
set up a human and flag line to block
grieving families from seeing the protesters. While the funeral protesting has
ceased, the Patriot Guard Riders continue
to honor the military dead.
Freedom isn't free; it is paid for
by the blood and lives of soldiers who
were willing to lay down their lives for us.
May this Memorial Day not just be the
holiday that kicks off summer vacations
and activities, but may it be a day of reflection and appreciation for all those
who have served our nation having
passed from this life. According to Federal law, the American flag should be
flown at half-staff until noon on Memorial Day, then raised to full staff afterwards; also, Americans are encouraged to
pause for a National Moment of Remembrance at 3pm local time. The highlight of
Memorial Day is the laying of a wreath,
usually by the President of the United
States, at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider at Arlington National Cemetery.
The parallel between Memorial Day and
Christianity is clear: soldiers shed their
blood and gave their lives for our physical
freedom; Jesus shed His blood and gave
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“Freedom isn't free; it
is paid for by the
blood and lives of
soldiers who were
willing to lay down
their lives for us.”
- Pastor Gary

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Joshua 1:9—Be Strong and of Good Courage
Life can be full of challenges, sorrows, and tough decisions. But even amidst hardship, the Lord counsels
us to be strong and courageous. Understanding Joshua 1:9 in the Bible can help us face hard things with
faith and confidence.
Joshua’s challenges:
The children of Israel had wandered in the wilderness for 40 years and it was up to Joshua to lead them
into the promised land. He’d have to claim the land from its current inhabitants, fight and lead battles,
and provide spiritual leadership for a large group of people. As he was feeling the overwhelming weight of
the task before him, the Lord offered these words of encouragement:
“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed:
for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”
Joshua 1:9
These comforting words can apply to all of us as we seek to live a good life and overcome our own unique
challenges. So as our government is making decisions let us continue to be safe and mindful of others. We
need to seek guidance in the word of God and be strong and courageous.
In His name we serve,
Kevin Guiffre

Pastor’s Page (cont.)
His life for our spiritual freedom. We must be careful,
however, that we do not equate one's death for faith
and freedom with salvation; just because someone died
for a good cause does not mean that person will spend
eternity in heaven. Only a personal relationship with
God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ will save. Using Jesus own words in John 8:36, "If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed."
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That you may live

Library News
New and on the Shelf
Fiction
Trial and Error by Robert Whitlock (F)
On Every Side by Karen Kingsbury (F)
A Piece of the Moon by Chris Fabry (F)
Nonfiction
The Mystery of God’s Will by Charles Swindoll (248)
The Gospel According to Satan by Jared Wilson (235.47)
Children’s Nonfiction
The Children’s Book of Bible Stories by Charles M Sheldon (CNF 220.9)
The Illustrated Children’s Bible by Bill Farnsworth (CNF
220.9)
DVD
The Stranger
The Wild Brothers: Welcome to our World
The Chosen Season 1

During the pandemic, I’ve worshiped online with
several congregations. The web address for one ends
“.net/live.” As I navigate to this site, I tend to read the
adjective form “līve,” as in “livestream.” One Sunday,
however, the verb form, as in “Worship and live,” popped
into my mind. I had almost slept in and skipped that
morning’s service. But as I worshiped with others, albeit
remotely, my spirit indeed felt increasingly alive. That
whole day I felt I was living more fully because I’d been
inspired by God’s Word in sermon and song and shared in
praising God with others. Worship reminds us there is
something — Someone — greater than ourselves. Worship opens us to new ways of living.
Moses, after he had passed along God’s gift of
the Ten Commandments, including the rule to keep the
Sabbath day holy through rest and worship, told the people, “Walk in obedience to all that the LORD your God has
commanded you, so that you may live” (Deuteronomy
5:33, NIV).
We too worship God regularly — so that we may
more fully live.
—Heidi Hyland Mann

New Members
Please help us welcome Cecilia Stauffer to our
church family. She came to us from Durham, NC.
Her contact information is available on request from
the church office.

Complete this proverb: “Like snow in ______ or rain in
harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool.”

-

A. springtime
B. summer
C. seedtime
D. autumn

(See Proverbs 26:1, ESV.)

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak. Courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.”
-Winston Churchill
“Dads are most ordinary men turned by love into heroes, adventurers, storytellers, and singers of song.”
- Pam Brown

The Lamplighter

Operation
Christmas Child
Five months to go! Use this month to stock up on items
featured during the first six months of this year.
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Missions & Outreach
VBS (cont.)

Women on Mission News
Mission Warriors are scheduled to meet on Saturday, June 12th at 9:30 am. For details, contact Jennifer Miller at jenniferhistory@hotmail.com or 301-3355872.
Women on Mission will meet on Thursday, June
3rd at 10 am in the fellowship hall. Pastor Gary will be
the special guest, sharing his experiences from one of his
mission trips. Refer any questions to Carol Gill (301-9349615 or 301-751-4674).
All ladies are welcome to attend either meeting.

2021 VBS
July 19-23

Plans for this year’s Vacation Bible School are
well under way. Mark your calendar now for the week
of July 19 – 23, and invite your family, friends, and
neighbors to register. For the health and safety of our
children, we will follow all CDC and local government
COVID prevention guidelines in effect the week of VBS.
Registration is available now. Follow the link on the First
Baptist Church of La Plata website. Remember that we
may have to cap enrollment, depending on physical distancing requirements, so don’t delay; sign up today!
VBS for children who are 4 years old through those who
have completed 5th grade will be held in the morning
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. This year’s theme is Concrete
and Cranes: Building on the Love of Jesus. We will have
Bible study, music, crafts, snacks, mission activities, and
outdoor recreation each day.
VBS for youth who have completed grades 6
through 12 will be in the evening from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The theme will be Timeless: Dashing Through the Decades. Activities will include Bible study, Slip and Slide
Kickball, Live Action Clue, Capture the Flag with paint,
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tie-dying tee-shirts, and other indoor and outdoor
games.
Volunteers make VBS happen! If you have not
yet signed up to help with this year’s event, there are
still plenty of opportunities waiting for you. We are especially in need of leaders to shepherd children of all
ages through their various stations each day. No experience is necessary, and training and mentoring are available. We also have volunteer opportunities for high
school aged youth in our preschool and children’s
classes, and we are looking for preschool Bible study and
mission leaders who are willing to plan daily lessons. We
could also use a few volunteers to help pass out prepackaged snacks each day and evening volunteers to
help with supervision. Please contact Alison Bode at 301246-4957 or thebodes@verizon.net to become a part of
this exciting ministry opportunity.
To publicize this year’s VBS event, we will be creating door hangers with all of the pertinent VBS information. We are asking church members to distribute these
door hangers throughout their neighborhoods in the
weeks prior to VBS. The door hangers should be ready
by early July, and more information will be available in
the coming weeks, but please think about dedicating just
a few hours of your time to helping us spread the word
about our VBS event in your neighborhood.
If you have any questions, please contact Alison.
VBS is the perfect time for people of all ages to get involved. Be a part of the life and ministry of our church!

Upward Soccer
2021
We are so excited to have been given the opportunity to play soccer this season! It was a blessing to
see the kids so excited to be playing soccer again and
learning about Jesus.
Modifications were made this season such as
mask wearing for spectators and social distancing. Players wore masks when they were not practicing or playing a game. Practice day/times were spaced out so as to
have as few people on the field as possible at a time.
Teams had a fewer number of players this year as well.
We had an amazing 130 participants this season!
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FYI
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change)
June 06 :
June 13:
June 20:
June 27:

”Introduction to Ezekiel“
“Judging the Nations”
“Thankful for God’s Love”
“The Shocker”

Ezekiel 1:1-3
Joel 3:1-2
Hosea 11:1-4
Amos 1:1-2

*PM services will resume July 11.

Tellers for June
Shannon Pankhurst & Kim Mauck
* Subject to Change

Greeter* of the Week
O6

Mark Curtis

Ken Doyle

13

Bob Gill

Dean Irwin

20

Dale Gordon

Neal Wilsey

27

Ed Mauck

Mark Curtis
*formerly Deacon of the Week

Door Team for June
8:30

Sunday School & 11:00

06 Dale Gordon
Courtney Harbin

Kevin Guiffre
Melvin King

13 Sheri Bresnahan
Donna Duehring

Debbie Schneider
Paul Miller

20 Al Law
Billy Moore

Al Law
Billy Moore

27 Sheri Bresnahan
Donna Duehring

Bob Mathews

Children's Worship Workers
June 06: Sally Pruitt, Ruth Kirkum, Callie Hancock
June 13: Debbie Schneider, Becky Bucher, Gloria
Schneider, Jessica Miller
June 20: Stephanie Walton, Hannah Pankhurst,
Noah Hancock
June 27: Xaris Schneider, Corbin Cooke, Caitlyn Hancock

The Lamplighter

Nursery Schedule - Sundays
June 06 - AM
June 13 - AM
June 20 - AM
June 27 - AM
Wednesdays:
June 09 - AM
June 16 - AM
June 23 - AM
June 30 - AM

Nursery not yet
available
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April Family News

02

Tyler Hill

16 Ruth Kirkum

06

Saverio & Dawn Adamo

05

Norma Hanson

18 Doug LaRue

06

Paul & Tracy Milcetic

06

Jerry Pruitt

21 Justin Irwin

07

Kevin & Amy Jewell

07

Justice Tarburton

21 Nick Papanicolas

08

Richard & Nora Dodge

08

Ann Dodge

22 Richard Dodge

14

Titus & Cairna Muniz

09

Billy Moore

22 Kevin Jewell

24

Paul & Jody Miller

11

Sharon Bruce

23 Jeni Irwin

25

Gordon & Norma Hanson

11

Carolyn Dinh

25 Gordon Hanson

26

Matt & Jennifer Cooke

11

Tara Havrilla

28 Morgan Krauel

12

Thomas Hancock

29 Nan Linville

13

Hailey Tippett

30 Glenn Miller

14

Gloria Peterson

30 Jennifer Miller

16

Matthew Hancock

Our church family has lost a
longtime member. Dorothy (Cockerham)
Simmons, aged 94, went to be with
Jesus on May 12, 2021. Born on April 22, 1927 in Centreville, VA, she spent most of her life in Charles
County. She graduated from La Plata High School in
1944 and went on to serve as Lead Travel Administrator
for the Naval Ordnance Station in Indian Head, MD
where she retired after 37 years. She married Robert
Simmons and together they raised their family.
Although unable to participate actively in recent years because of mobility and health issues, she
still found ways to minister, with cards and phone calls.
She was friendly and generous, and always interesting
to talk with. It was obvious she cared about people,
even ones she’d just met. She had also served as a
communion host during her younger years.
Although we mourn her loss, we know she’s
safe in the arms of Jesus, and are keeping Robert, Rob,
James, and the extended family in our prayers.
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CLASS OF 2021
Liliana Adamo is graduating summa cum laude from La
Plata High School on June 2,
2021. She will attend Shepherd
University in the fall of 2021 majoring in Biochemistry
after which she plans to pursue medical school and her
dream of becoming a doctor.
Brynna Bode will graduate with honors from
Henry E. Lackey High School on June 1. This summer she
will continue her work as a legal intern with the Charles
County Sheriff's Office, and in the fall she will attend
West Virginia University to major in Engineering.
Nicholas Guttenberg- graduates from LaPlata
High School June 2. His future plans are to continue his
career at LaPlata Ford as a mechanic and possibly join
the Air Force.
Callie Hancock will graduate June 5, 2021 from
P.A.C.E. Homeschool. She has finished her first year at
CSM as a dual enrolled student and will be entering the
radiography program in the fall as a sophomore.
Christopher Peterson graduates from La Plata
HS. on June 2 and plans to attend the College of Southern Maryland in the fall to begin his studies in computer
science.
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A week of tributes to Dad
To celebrate the special man in your life, use a quote a day the week before Father’s Day, or honor him with tributes the whole week after. Write one of these
(or one of your own) on a card, make a message into a placemat, tape one to the
bathroom mirror — get creative! Every day of the week is a good day to celebrate
his love and show him yours.
“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.” —Antoine F. Prévost
“To the world you are a dad. To our family you are the world.” —Unknown
“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest hearts. In other words, great dads are real marshmallows.”
—Richelle E. Goodrich
“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.” —Unknown
“A good father is one whose only reason for putting down a laughing baby is to pick up a crying one." —Linda Poindexter
“My father didn't do anything unusual. He only did what dads are supposed to do — be there.” —Max Lucado
“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright shining example and a happy twinkling in my heart.”
—Terri Guillemets

