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The Phoenicians are credited with inventing the alphabet. Prior to alphabetic
language, pictograms were used to record information. A pictographic language is inflexible and necessarily large
because each word must have a unique
picture associated with it; by today's
standards, this would mean 20,00035,000 pictograms would be necessary
since that is the average adult's vocabulary. The alphabet, by contrast, simply
rearranges the same letters to spell each
word making it very flexible and reducible
to twenty or so letters.
As stated previously, the Greeks were
not the first to have an alphabet, but they
popularized the idea; that's why we use
the first two letters of their alphabet to
spell the word, “alphabet.” The word
“alphabet” is made up of the first and
second Greek letters, “alpha” and
“beta.” When I took Greek in seminary,
the first thing we learned was the Greek
alphabet. Sadly, we are all learning the
Greek alphabet as each new variant of
COVID is discovered. To help you track
where we are in the variants, here is the
Greek alphabet: Alpha, Beta, Gamma,
Delta, Epsilon, Zeta, Eta, Theta, Iota,
Kappa, Lambda, Mu, Nu, Xi, Omicron, Pi,
Sigma, Tau, Upsilon, Phi, Chi, Psi,
Omega. Since COVID variants are up to
Mu now, that means that there have
been twelve variants so far.
The Greek alphabet is no stranger to
academia. Mathematicians have used
the Greek Alphabet for millennia—

especially the letters Delta, Pi, and
Sigma. College fraternities and sororities
choose Greek letters for their names. My
friends and I actually founded a fraternity
in college; since the other fraternities
were either inactive or party clubs, we
decided to start a fraternity based on
faith and service. We chose the letters
Alpha, Pi, and Lambda, which stood for
the first letters of “brotherhood,”
“Spirit,” and “service.”
While the Greek New Testament uses
all of the Greek letters, the Greek letter
that is of most importance to Christians is
Chi which is written like an “X.” This is
because the Greek spelling of Christ begins with the letter Chi. I remember the
first time I noticed “Xmas” being used as
a substitute for “Christmas.” I asked my
father what that meant; he said that it
was people trying to remove Christ from
Christmas. While that is true, the Greeks
abbreviated Christ by using the first letter
of His title which is “X.” For those in the
know, Xmas is not removing Christ from
Christmas—it is just shortening it; the
problem is, most people are not in the
know, so using “Xmas” is effectively removing Christ from Christmas.
That's probably enough Greek for one
article, and you may even be saying to
yourself, “It's all Greek to me” anyway;
however, keep in mind that the Greek
language was the language in which God
chose to deliver His New Testament
Word. Were it not for Greek, we would
only have God's Word from Genesis
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“For those in the
know, Xmas is not
removing Christ from
Christmas—it is just
shortening it; the
problem is, most
people are not in the
know, so using “Xmas”
is effectively removing
Christ from
Christmas.”
- Pastor Gary

- Continued on page 2

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
I want very much for God to say to you and me what He said about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: “I am not
ashamed to be called your God.”
Does this not really mean that God might actually be “proud” to be called our God? Fortunately, this wonderful
possibility is surrounded in Hebrews 11:16.
But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God:
for He hath prepared for them a city.
The first reason He gives why He is not ashamed to be called their God is that He has done something for them.
He made them a city the heavenly city “whose designer and builder is God” Now, consider the reason He gives in the
front. It goes like this: “They desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be
called their God.”
Therefore, signals that a reason has just been given for why God is not ashamed to be called our God. The reason is their desire. They desire a better country that is, a better country than the earthly one they live in,
When we desire this heavenly city, this dwelling place of God, more than we desire all that this world can give,
God is not ashamed to be called our God. So, let’s open our eyes to the better country, the city of God that He
has prepared for us, and let yourself desire it with all your heart. God will not be ashamed to be called your
God.
In His name we serve,
Kevin Guiffre

Pastor’s Page (cont.)
through Malachi, the Old Testament; this would be wonderful—but incomplete. We would know of God's creative power and love, but we would not know of His Son,
“Jesus Christ, to Whom be praise and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.” (I Peter 4:11)
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Library News
New and on the Shelf
Fiction
Plain Peace by Beth Wiseman (F WIS)
Plain Paradise by Beth Wiseman (F WIS)
Plain Pursuit by Beth Wiseman (F WIS)
Children’s Fiction
Let Me Hold You Longer by Karen Kingsbury (CF KIN)
Children’s Nonfiction
In the Beginning: The Story of Creation by Rachel Elliot
(CNF 222.11)
Jonah and the Whale by Rachel Elliot (CNF 224.92)

Nonfiction
Christ’s Call to Reform the Church by John MacArthur (228.06)
Audio
Tommy Coomes Band: My Savior’s Love
Twelve Revival Hymns and Gospel Songs
DVD
The Healing Garden
Bible Time Favorites
Timbertown

Hebrews 11 is called the Hall of Faith because it’s a partial list of ancestors who lived out their belief in God.
Who is named in this chapter?
A. Adam, Eve and Seth
B. Abel, Enoch, Noah and Sarah
C. Moses’ parents, Moses and
Rahab
D. Deborah, Bathsheba and
Huldah
E. A and B
F. B and C
G. C and D

Time to hit delete?
If we really have too much to do, there are some items on
the agenda that God did not put there. Let us submit the
list to Him and ask Him to indicate which items we must
delete. There is always time to do the will of God. If we
are too busy to do that, we are too busy.
—Elisabeth Eliot

Before saying yes
I keep learning the same lesson over and over (so maybe
that means I haven’t learned it yet). With church, school
and community volunteer work, my schedule is packed.
I’m exhausted! And to be honest, only about a third of
the roles truly excite me.
Of course, service is important and yields blessings. And
in a pinch, helpers need to step up. But consider all these
benefits of occasionally saying no:
You give someone else a chance to shine and thrive.
You free up your schedule to be present elsewhere.
You protect your mental resources for existing roles.
You gain a bit more sleep or rest.
The last time you felt fully alive while volunteering, what
were you doing? Who was serving alongside you? Can
you do this — or something similar — again?
Before quickly agreeing to a request, see if God is tugging
your heart in a certain direction. If He prompts you, by all
means, shout yes! If not, “rest” assured that it’s okay to
say no.

Going to extremes
When a herd of elephants ventured into a town in eastern India, people chased them away. But soon they
learned that a baby elephant had fallen into a 30-foot
well and been left behind. Workers had to use three backhoes to free the calf, breaking down the brick well and
digging a sloping trench for the youngster to walk out on.
Righting a wrong — and even saving a life — may require
extreme measures. A structure holding someone captive
may need to be torn down. And in many cases, it’s better
to allow the trapped one as much independence and
agency as possible. Rather than hoisting the elephant out
vertically, which might have been dangerous and traumatic, helpers made a path so it could take part in attaining its freedom.
God often works like this, restoring and equipping us to
partner with Him. How can we assist others while granting them the dignity of being part of the solution?
—Heidi Hyland Mann
The Lamplighter
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Missions & Outreach
Women on Mission News
Mission Warriors will meet on Saturday, October 16th at 10:00 am to hear Vladimir Prokhnevskiy
share how a simple shoebox gift changed his life.
Women on Mission will meet on Thursday, October 7th at 10 am in the fellowship hall. After Sandy
Janke’s missionary presentation, the ladies will be making jump ropes for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.

November 2021 Shoebox Collection Schedule
Mon. 14

5-8 pm

Tues. 15

3-6 pm

Wed. 16

9-11:30 am

Thur. 17

5-8 pm

Fri. 18

3-7 pm

Sat. 19

10 am - 2 pm

Sun 20

12:30 - 4 pm

Mon. 21

9 am - Noon

5-7 pm
5 pm Packing
Party

Jill Hancock and Jennifer Miller need lots of extra
help, so look for the signup poster for volunteer
opportunities.

Operation
Christmas Child

Saturday, October 16, 2021
10 am
Fellowship Hall

Sunday, October 31st
We are going to hold a trunk or treat
6:30 to 8pm on Thursday, October
31st as an alternative to trick or
treating for the children in our community.
We need people who want to volunteer their
cars to decorate with a Biblical or other theme (please
no scary Halloween themes) and can arrive at 6 to park
and decorate their vehicles. You will get to hand out
treats and tracts and interact with the kids.
We are asking for donations of candy, small toys
or other treats to hand out. There will be a box under
the table outside the library where you can deposit
these items.
Please sign up on the sheet on the table by the
library to volunteer your vehicle and hand out goodies.
Contact Jennifer Miller at jennniferhistory@hotmail.com
or 301-335- 5982 for more information.
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The emphasis for October is “How Sweet it is!”: Hard
candies, lollipops, Ziploc bags, and money to help with
the cost of shipping the boxes are recommended.

Christian symbol

RAINBOW—The Rainbow represents God’s pardon and
his promises. It also symbolizes His reconciliation to
faithful Christians. After the Flood, God placed a rainbow
in the sky as a symbol of His promise to never destroy
the earth that way again (Genesis 9:12-16). A rainbow
can also represent the throne of Christ, as well as His
glory and final judgment.
Volume 14, Issue 10

FYI
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change)
Oct. 03
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
OCT. 24
Oct. 31

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM

“These Three Men”
“Sound Doctrine”
“Death of the Saints”
“The Word”
“The Burning Question”
“Acts Chapter One”

Ezekiel 14:12-14
Luke 1:1-4
Ezekiel 11:13
John 1:1-4
Habakkuk 1:2-3
Acts 1:4

AM
PM
AM
PM

“The Value of Human Life”
“True Love”
“All”
Trunk or Treat

Ezekiel 16:3-5
Romans 5:8
Zephaniah 1:18

Tellers for October
Shannon Pankhurst* & Jeni Irwin

Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers)
8:30
03

(P) Donna Duehring
(A) Norma Stump

(P) Al Law
(A) Betty Lou Moore

10

(P) Sheri Bresnahan
(A) Courtney Harbin

(P) Billy Moore
(A) Bob Mathews

17

(P) Marion Simpson
(A) Donna Duehring

(P Jennifer Miller
(A) Jerry Pruitt

24

(P) Norma Stump
(A) Sheri Bresnahan

(P) Jim Miller
(A) Kevin Guiffre

31

(P) Courtney Harbin
(A) Marion Simpson

(P) Melvin King
(A) Patrick Hancock

(P) = primary

(A) = Alternate

Greeter of the Week
03

Nick Papanicolas

Patrick Hancock

10

Dave Bode

Dean Irwin

17

Bob Gill

Billy Moore

24

Glenn Miller

Scott Nupson

31

Nick Papanicolas

Paul Dillon

Children’s Worship Schedule
Oct. 03: Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky Bucher
Oct. 10: Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Hancock & Hannah
Pankhurst
Oct. 17: Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Xaris Schneider, &
Callie Hancock
Oct. 24: Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller
Oct., 31: No Children’s Worship

The Lamplighter

Sunday School & 11:00

Sunday Morning Nursery
10/03: Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock
10/10: Norma Stump, Gerald & Kay Hancock
10/17: Norma Stump, Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky
Bucher
10/24: Norma Stump, Jim & Jennifer Miller
10:31: Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode
Volunteers are still needed for Sunday & Wednesday evenings.

Page

5

e

October Family News

01 Austin Belski

17 Chris Peterson Jr.

05

Layson & Pat Hancock

01 Zachary Donaldson

17 Linda Pickle

08

Bobby & Janet Jones

01 Debbie Schneider

18 David Boarman Sr.

10

Dennis & Valerie Hill

02 Courtney Boisvert

18 Brendan Doyle

22

Bill & Linda pickle

04 Jim Robey

19 Kimberly Duehring

27

John & Frances Osakowicz

05 Jim Sanny Sr.

20 Brenda Stokes

28

Bob & Tabby Krauel

06 Judy Tippett

21 Bonita Bish

08 Barbara Windsor

22 Steven Bode

09 Esther Fletcher

23 Karen Law

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary
listed here and would like to have it included, please
call the office. Also notify the office if you find an error.

10 Dave Bode

22 C. J. Miller

10 Bruce Orencia

24 Bill Breitenbach

11 Carl Scholl

25 Ken Doyle

12 Berna Claspell

27 Debbie Wedding

12 Layson Hancock

28 Melvin King

12 Maria Papanicolas

29 Ann Robey

13 Bill Burgess

31 Bella Curtis

16 Jean Osborne

Mixed signals
A newcomer approached the pastor after worship and
said, “I’d like you to pray for my hearing.”
Placing hands on the man’s ears, the pastor said a very
passionate, earnest prayer and then asked the visitor,
“How’s your hearing now?”
With a confused look, the man said, “Well, it’s scheduled
for tomorrow.”

Pastor Gary’s Daily Devotionals are now available on
the church website! So if you miss one, or just want to
hear it again, click on the “Sermons” tab on the home
page and select, “God’s Grace With Gary”.
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Patrick & Jill are grandparents again!
Alex Gideon Boisvert was born September 25th 2021 to Courtney and Jakob
Boisvert. He weighed 7 lbs 10 oz and
was19 1/2 inches long. Proud grandparents are Patrick and Jill Hancock and
great grandparents are Layson and Pat
Hancock and Bobby and Janet Jones.

Lessons from lilies
Recently I was challenged to think about what
consumes me — and what distracts me from giving God
more. In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus tells us not to worry
about what we eat, drink and wear. I’ve read those
verses numerous times and usually respond, “Yeah, but
the birds and lilies don’t have mortgages and bills! How
can I not worry?” I’m finally realizing that if I put Christ
first, then my trust in Him affects my day-to-day decisions. Plus, negative thoughts start to fade.
When do you respond, “Yeah, but …” to God?
Maybe it’s when you want to sleep in on Sunday, or
when the offering plate is passed, or when you’re asked
to teach Sunday school. Try reciting Matthew 6:33 often:
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (ESV).
When we prioritize Jesus, He guides us toward Him and
away from worries.
Julie Lee

First Baptist Church of La Plata
9070 Hawthorne Road
La Plata, MD 20646
Address Service Requested
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Appreciating your pastor
Many people have complex relationships with their pastors because faith, church and God involve a
mix of emotions. We have particular ideas about church practices, congregational priorities, the minister’s use of time, money, authority and more.
But most pastors are deeply devoted to Christ and believe that God has called them to serve in a certain place. They have the best of intentions and work hard to share the good news of the gospel. So in
honor of Pastor Appreciation Month in October, consider the following:
God doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies the called. Your pastor may need time to learn and develop
certain skills. (Everyone does!) Bless pastors with your patience.
We don't change the message; the message changes us. You probably won’t like all your pastor’s sermons or newsletter columns. But instead of complaining, ponder that something may rub you the
wrong way because God is trying to change you. Keep an open mind and heart.
If a church wants a “better” pastor, it just needs to pray for the one it has. Pray often and caringly for
your pastors, church leaders and their families. The role is challenging, so support them spiritually and
ask God to reveal his love and grace to these special servants.

