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Thanksgiving is upon us, but
Thanksgiving should neither be just a day
or even a season: thanksgiving should be
continual. Paul writes in I Thessalonians
5:18, "In every thing give thanks for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you." If we are giving thanks in every
thing, then we are giving thanks in every
moment of every day all year long! Even
so, Thanksgiving in America is a day on
the calendar which just happens to be my
favorite holiday.
Historically, the pilgrims celebrated the first thanksgiving about a year
after their landing in Plymouth, Massachusetts; however, President George
Washington made Thanksgiving a national holiday declaring it to be so by executive order. Interestingly still today,
232 years and 46 presidents later,
Thanksgiving is not an official holiday until it is declared to be so by the President
of the United States. The remainder of
this article is devoted to President Washington's Thanksgiving Proclamation of
1789 which has been edited for brevity
and clarity below.
“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to
implore His protection and favor; and
whereas both Houses of Congress have
requested me to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed
by acknowledging with grateful hearts

the many signal favors of Almighty God,
now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November
next to be devoted to the service of that
Great and Glorious Being, Who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was,
that is, or that will be, that we may then
all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care
and protection of the people, for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of His Providence, for
the peaceable and rational manner in
which we have been enabled to establish
constitutions of government for our
safety and happiness, and particularly the
national one now lately instituted, for the
civil and religious liberty with which we
are blessed; and in general for all the
great and various favors which He hath
been pleased to confer upon us and also
that we may then unite in most humbly
offering our prayers and supplications to
the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and
beseech Him to pardon our national and
other transgressions, to enable us all to
perform our several and relative duties
properly and punctually, to render our
national government a blessing to all the
people by constantly being a Government
of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and
obeyed, to promote the knowledge and
practice of true religion and virtue and
the increase of science among us, and
generally to grant unto all Mankind such
a degree of temporal prosperity as He
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“Interestingly still
today, 232 years and
46 presidents later,
Thanksgiving is not an
official holiday until it
is declared to be so by
the President of the
United States.”
- Pastor Gary

- Continued on page 2

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Being Thankful
1 Thessalonians 5:18 says that it’s God’s will for everyone who believes in Jesus to be thankful. There are some
things that happen in our lives that we are truly thankful for. We are thankful for birthdays, weddings, love, and family.
But some things that happen are difficult. We might have an illness, the death of a loved one, divorce, or some other
sad event. How can God expect us to be grateful for those things? Let’s look closely at the verse. Some might think that
this verse says to be thankful FOR all our circumstances. But the verse says to be thankful IN all circumstances. The
original Hebrew word for IN that is used here means “in the middle of” or “during.”
In other words, no matter what is happening in your life, you can be thankful. The Bible gives us a long list of
things we should be thankful for. These are the things that never change, no matter what is happening in your life. We
are to be thankful.
And most of all, we should be thankful because God gave His Son, Jesus, to save us from the punishment of our
sin, and give us new life! God has saved all who believe in Jesus; He has taken our sin and given us His righteousness.
So, during this season of thanksgiving, we need to be thankful for all that is going on in our lives and know that
God is always here with us.
In His name we serve,
Kevin Guiffre

Pastor’s Page (cont.)
alone knows to be best.”
President Washington's proclamation does not
sound like that of a deist but of a dedicated follower of
the God of the Bible calling God, "Almighty, " "Great and
Glorious," "Author," "Lord," and "Ruler of Nations."
Washington gives credit to God for our nation, our Constitution, our liberties, and our blessings. He acknowledges God's providence in our national founding and
success. Washington also recognizes government's responsibility to promote "true religion and virtue." Lastly,
Washington recognized that we are not a perfect people—he implored God "to pardon our national and other
transgressions." Note that Washington made this wonderful proclamation after both houses of congress re
quested him to do so. Congress rarely agrees on anything today—let alone a proclamation of thanksgiving to
the One and only True and living God of the Bible!
Have a happy Thanksgiving, and as you are
thanking God, thank Him for the godly Founding Fathers
of the United States!
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Library News
Honoring our veterans

New and on the Shelf
Fiction
Nonfiction
Walking Through Shadows by John MacArthur (228.06)
Christ’s Call to Reform the Church by John MacArthur
(228.06)
Children’s Nonfiction
Strong and True by Laurel Hicks (428.4)
Primary Bible Reader by Miriam Howell, Editor (428.2)
Audio
The Christmas Journey
Christmas Piano
An Old Fashioned Christmas
Christmas Harp
A Family Tradition

DVD
Unlocking the Mystery of Life
Son of God
John Newton

Naaman, the commander of the Aramean army,
had leprosy. Who told his wife about a prophet in
Samaria who might be able to cure Naaman? And
who was that prophet?
A. the king of Aram &
Elijah
B. Naaman’s wife’s
sister & Isaiah
C. an Israelite servant
girl & Elisha
D. a visiting emissary from Israel &
Jeremiah

The Lamplighter

Veterans Day has its roots in what was called
Armistice Day, when a peace agreement
ended World War I on November 11, 1918.
President Wilson proclaimed that Armistice
Day was to be marked with solemn pride in
heroism and with gratitude for victory as well
as the “opportunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and justice.”
In 1954, the remembrance was renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military personnel.
It’s a reminder to pray for and honor all who
serve and sacrifice, to support and assist their
families, and to pray that God will bring peace on earth.
*****

A blessing or a curse?
Holocaust survivor and devout Christian Corrie ten Boom
recounts how her sister Betsie thanked God for the fleas
infesting their packed barracks. When Corrie resisted the
idea, Betsie pointed out that 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to
“give thanks in all circumstances.”
Still, Corrie wasn’t convinced — until the sisters
realized the infestation kept the guards away, giving prisoners in those quarters freedom to worship and pray. The
biting pests, which seemed like added misery, became a
blessing.
Anger and bitterness sometimes cloud our vision,
causing us to forget to thank God in all situations, though
not necessarily for them. Other times we don’t wait long
enough for blessings to be revealed. But faith is like waiting through a storm, knowing a rainbow is coming eventually. Meanwhile, the Lord holds an umbrella for us, and
the closer with him we walk, the less wet we’ll get.

*****
Thanksgiving is a spiritual exercise, necessary to the building of a healthy soul. It takes us out of the stuffiness of
ourselves into the fresh breeze and sunlight of the will of
God.
―Elisabeth Elliot, Keep a Quiet Heart
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Missions & Outreach
Women on Mission News
Women on Mission will meet on Thursday, November 4th at 10am in the fellowship hall. After
the mission study, the ladies will be making jump ropes
for Operation Christmas Child.
All ladies are welcome to participate.

Join us on Sunday,
November 28th
at 7 pm
for the annual
Hanging of the Greens
This is a wonderful family participation event that you
won’t want to miss. At the end of the service, our Chrismon Tree and church will be beautifully decorated for
Christmas.
Gifts for Orphanage in Niger
Dawn Burgess, who is serving in the Air Force in
Niger, Africa, is asking for items from the following list
which her mom Julie will be collecting this week to ship
to her for distribution in mid-November.
Please bring items from this list before next Sunday and Julie will send them out on November 12th.
Toys with batteries/games/soccer balls
bedding
clothes, baby to adult
reusable diapers
art supplies & school supplies
books (French & English), Paper
Burp cloths
Hard Candy
Shoes
Shea Butter
Baby powder
Non perishable food
travel size bar soap, shower gel & Shampoo
compact mirrors
wide tooth comb
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November 2021 Shoebox Collection Schedule
Mon. 14

5-8 pm

Tues. 15

3-6 pm

Wed. 16

9-11:30 am

Thur. 17

5-8 pm

Fri. 18

3-7 pm

Sat. 19

10 am - 2 pm

Sun 20

12:30 - 4 pm

Mon. 21

9 am - Noon

5-7 pm
5 pm Packing
Party

Jill Hancock and Jennifer Miller need lots of extra
help, so look for the signup poster for volunteer
opportunities.

Operation
Christmas Child

The emphasis for October is “How Sweet it is!”:
Hard candies, lollipops, Ziploc bags, and money to help
with the cost of shipping the boxes are recommended.
We enjoyed meeting Vladimir on October 16th
and hearing his story of receiving his first shoebox at the
age of 9. It’s amazing that his favorite gift was dental
floss!
Orphanage (cont.)
toothbrushes/toothpaste
Tweezers
Nail clippers
Cotton underwear, all sizes
Reusable sanitary pads
Flip flops, all sizes
Over the Counter medications
Laundry detergent
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FYI

11/07
11/14
11/21

11/28

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM

“The Proverb”
‘True Love”
Consider Your Ways”
“The Gospel”
“How to Give Thanks”
Paul’s Paradise

AM
PM

“Looking on the Pierced One”
Hanging of the Greens

Ezekiel 18:2
Romans 5:8
Haggai 1:2-5
1 Corinthians 1:1-4
Ephesians 5:20
2 Corinthians 12:2-4 (baptism during
11 am service)
Zechariah 12:10

Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers)
Tellers for October
Shannon Pankhurst* & Jeni Irwin

Greeter of the Week
11/07 Glenn Miller

Scott Nupson

11/14 Nick Papanicolas

Paul Dillon

11/21 Dave Bode

Ken Doyle

11/28

Patrick Hancock

Bob Gill

11/07 (P) Donna Duehring
(A) Norma Stump

(P) Paul Miller
(A) Robert Hicks

11/14 (P) Sheri Bresnahan
(A) Courtney Harbin

(P) Terry Mathews
(A) Al Law

11/21 (P) Marion Simpson
(A) Donna Duehring

(P ) Betty Lou Moore
(A) Billy Moore

11/28 (P) Norma Stump
(A) Sheri Bresnahan

(P) Bob Mathews
(A) Jennifer Miller

Sunday Morning Nursery
Children’s Worship Schedule
11/07 Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky Bucher
11/14 Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Nancock & Hannah
Pankhurst
11/21 Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Caitlin Hancock &
Callie Hancock
11/28 Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller

The Lamplighter

Volunteers are still needed for Sunday & Wednesday evenings.
11/07 AM : Norma Stump, Kay & Gerald Hancock
11/14 AM: Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode
11/21 AM: Norma Stump, Debbie Schneider, Becky
Bucher
11/28 AM: Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock
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November Family News

01 Tracy Milcetic

13 Beth Clark

01

Billy & Sharon Bruce

01 James Miller

13 Sally Pruitt

02

Dave & Alison Bode

01 Titus Muniz

13 Pastor Stokes

04

Al & Karen Law

02 Charlie Proctor

16 Hank Calisti

07

Neal & Cookie Wilsey

04 Ruby Breitenbach

16 Gabriel Jewell

16

Tom & Elaine Anderson

05 Tyler Clark

16 Wanda Sellers

16

Gerald & Kay Hancock

05 Alycia Hancock

18 Dicky Hanson

17

Robby & Karen Jones

06 Liliiana Adamo

20 Darrell Linville

19

Joseph & Barbara Windsor

06 Bill Pickle

21 Matthew Milcetic

20

Edward & Dorothy Guilliams

07 Marion Simpson

24 Janice Boarman

23

Billy & Betty Lou Moore

09 Eileen Howard

24 Hannah Pankhurst

25

John & Shannon Pankhurst

10 Tommy Hill

25 Ben Burgess

26

Patrick & Jill Hancock

10 Josh Mathews

28 Rapunzel Chen

29

Marvin & Mary McNair

11 Aaliyah Parker

28 Megan Corrado

11 Carolyn Shaffer

29 Tim Duehring

12 Hannah Doyle

30 Jonathan Doyle

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary
listed here and would like to have it included, please
call the office. Also notify the office if you find an error.

12 Ann Pasini

30 Kyle Thompson

Set your clocks back one hour before going to bed on
Saturday, November 4 6th.

You can now listen to the “God’s Grace with Gary”
podcast on Amazon Music, Apple Podcast app, iHeart,
iTunes, or Spotify.
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Allen M. Burnell, the father of Dawn
Adamo, went home to the Lord unexpectedly on Saturday, October 23rd and his memorial service
was held on Friday, October 29th.
Mr. Burnell served 39 years in the U. S. Air Force
as a computer specialist for the Army Intelligence Contract program, after which he embarked on his second
career of 10 years with General Dynamics.
Mr. Burnell was a lover of crossword puzzles, jigsaw puzzles, and books and as a voracious reader could
often be found at a local library.
Family and friends were very important to him
and he was always available to lend a hand with something. He loved to brag on his grandchildren. After he
finally retired, he and Charlotte liked to spend quiet time
at their vacation home in West Virginia. Please keep
Charlotte, Dawn, Mark, Dawn, Amy, Jay, Sophia, Liliana
and the rest of the family in your prayers.
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A new Thanksgiving tradition
At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things (food, home, clothing, work) and loved ones (family, friends,
pets). But if the people we name aren’t present, they may never know how precious they are to us.
This November, start a new tradition by writing notes of thanks to people
you appreciate.
Follow Paul’s model of starting letters with thanksgiving: “First, I thank my
God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported
all over the world” (Romans 1:8, NIV). Notice how he thanks his addressees
by thanking God for them. Paul is specific too, not writing, “Thanks for everything!”
Expressing genuine thanksgiving to God and another person, you might
write something like this:
Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about special people in my life.
You are one! I thank God for our friendship, for your strong witness for
Jesus and for your willingness to lend a hand as a substitute teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are
icing on the cake!) I praise God for you! Sincerely, Joan

