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“Christmas is 

celebrated in the 

winter, but shepherds 

abode in the field in 

the Spring and 

Summer—not in the 

Winter.  December 

25th is a very unlikely 

date for the birth of 

Christ. “ 

- Pastor Gary 
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also does not tell us that Mary rode a 

donkey to Bethlehem; while she may 

have done so, there is no literary evi-

dence to prove it.  There is a breed of 

donkey known as the Nubian Burro that 

has a brown cross of hair on its back and 

is said to be the breed of donkey that not 

only Mary rode, but Jesus rode 30 years 

later on Palm Sunday.  It's a nice thought, 

but it can't be proven. 

The Angels 

 Third, there was one angel who 

announced Jesus' birth to the shepherds 

and a multitude of angels that praised 

God as a result.  After the announcement 

and the impromptu worship service, the 

angels went back to heaven—not to the 

manger scene.  While invisible angels 

probably were at the manger, no visible 

angels are mentioned. 

The Shepherds 

 Fourth, Christmas is celebrated in 

the winter, but shepherds abode in the 

field in the Spring and Summer—not in 

the Winter.  December 25th is a very 

unlikely date for the birth of Christ.  After 

the shepherds receive the announcement 

from the angel, they go to Bethlehem and 

find Jesus.  When they arrive, they find 

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus—no one else: no 

wise men, no angels, no little drummer 

boy.  There is not even a star to guide 

them!  They do find Jesus in a manger 

which would have been familiar to the 

shepherds but an unusual place to find a 

baby.  The manger was most likely rock 

hewn—not the X-shaped manger that has 

 It's Christmastime again!  Many 

people look forward not just to Christmas 

day but to the Christmas season.  There 

are musical changes, the decor changes, 

and attitude changes.  The first Christmas 

wasn't very christmasy by today's stan-

dards, but Jesus' birth long ago is the rea-

son we celebrate Christmas today.  Many 

myths have grown up around the Christ-

mas story that I would like to dispel in 

this article.  I call these errors, 

“Christmyths,” and will address them by 

character. 

The Messiah 

 First of all, Jesus is the Christ, or 

Messiah.  Jesus was born at Christmas, 

but He did not come into existence at 

Christmas.  As the eternal Son of God, 

Jesus has always existed as part of the 

Trinity.  Christmas is when the eternal 

Son of God became human.  When did 

God become human?  We celebrate De-

cember 25 as the date, but since life be-

gins at conception, the Word actually be-

came flesh nine months earlier at what is 

called “The Annunciation” in March. 

The Mother 

 Second of all, the Bible informs us 

that Mary was a virgin when she con-

ceived Jesus; the Bible does not charac-

terize Mary as a perpetual virgin.  Mary 

was favored by God, but she wasn't 

sinless—neither did her parents partici-

pate in the “Immaculate Conception” to 

produce her sinlessness.  Joseph and 

Mary had normal relations following the 

birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:25).  The Bible 
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 Hope for the Nations 

 Matthew 1:23 announces the birth of Jesus saying, “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a Son, and they 

will call him Immanuel”. 

 The God of the universe, the One who created us, came down to us. He tasted thirst and felt hunger. He shiv-

ered in the cold and laid His head on the bare ground to sleep. He wept with friends overwhelmed by grief and 

watched as everyone walked away from Him in His darkest hour. 

His ministry was unexpected — modeled after a humble servant instead of a stately king. Matthew summarized His 

mission saying: 

 “This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 

‘Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will pro-

claim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he 

will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought justice through to victory. In his name the 

nations will put their hope’. 

No pomp or proclamations. Jesus spent His ministry among the sick, outcast, and isolated. He came to bring hope to 

those who had none. 

And as His followers, we can share His eternal hope with those around us and around the world. 

  

 In His name we serve, 

 Kevin Guiffre 
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been popularized.  The shepherds were told by the angel 

that the baby would be wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

which He was;  But why?  The practice of that day was to 

wrap babies tightly in strips of cloth to keep their pliable 

bones from becoming deformed. 

The Wise Men 

 Fifth, there are the very mysterious wise men 

who were guided by a star.  We don't know how many 

wise men there were, we don't know their occupation, 

and we don't know their names.  We assume there were 

three wise men because there were three gifts, but we 

have no idea.  The Christmas carol, “We Three Kings,” 

suggests that the wise men were kings, but that is also 

speculation; perhaps they were astrologers or priests. 

 God only knows.  A very ancient tradition tells us that 

their names were Balthazar, Gaspar, and Melchior, but 

this is only a tradition.  When the wise men find Jesus, 

He is in a house with His mother, Mary (Matthew 2:11). 

 Joseph is not mentioned--and neither is a stable.  The 

wise men worship Jesus presenting gifts to Him—they 

do not even acknowledge Mary, let alone worship her. 

Pastor’s Page (cont.) 

 Jesus plays the starring role in the Christmas 

story: He is the Reason for the Season; however, it is also 

important to get the real story about all of the support-

ing characters as well.  The more we know about some-

thing, the better we can understand it.  Let us celebrate 

the Christ of Christmas this season and always.  Merry 

Christmas! 
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   New and on the Shelf 

 

Fiction 

The Water Keeper by Charles Martin 

The Letter Keeper by Charles Martin 

 

Nonfiction 

Shattered by Gary Roe  (248.86) 

 

Audio 

Christmas Piano 

Smoky Mountain Hymns 

Smoky Mountain Hymns featuring Handcrafted 

Instruments 

Southern Gospel Classics 

 

DVD 

The First Stone 

 

 

Matthew’s genealogy, which woman is not mentioned 
as Jesus’ ancestor?  
 

A. Tamar 
B. Rahab 
C. Mary 
D. Ruth 
E. Sarah 
F. Bathsheba 
 

(See Matthew 1:1-17.) 

A shoot brings life 
 

 Last year, Israeli scientists harvested dates from 

seeds that had been dormant about 2,000 years. The 

seeds, recovered during archaeological digs, were nur-

tured in incubators and several thrived. One (named Me-

thuselah!) became a 10-foot-tall palm tree. 

 Horticulturists joked about marketing “dates that 

Jesus ate,” but there’s another scriptural connection. 

Isaiah 11, a traditional Advent reading, prophesies: “A 

shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his roots” (verse 1, NRSV). Jesus 

is the tender shoot that emerged from the humble peas-

ant origins of Jesse, father of King David. From a dynasty 

that went dormant due to Israel’s sins sprouted a mighty 

tree, who will someday usher in a reign of peace (see 

verses 6-7).  

 Some people and churches celebrate Christmas 

with a Jesse Tree, remembering how God sent Jesus to 

sprout life out of death and bring new hope and joy to 

the world. 

—adapted from The Wired Word 

The greatest gift-giver 
 

When we give each other Christmas presents in [God’s] 

name, let us remember that He has given us the sun and 

the moon and the stars, the earth with its forests and 

mountains and oceans — and all that lives and moves 

upon them. He has given us all green things and every-

thing that blossoms and bears fruit and all that we quar-

rel about and all that we have misused. And to save us 

from our own foolishness, from all our sins, He came 

down to earth and gave us Himself.  

—Sigrid Undset 

 

“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth 

nothing without the presence of Christ.” 

—David Jeremiah 

* * * 

“There is nothing so secular that it cannot be sacred, 

and that is one of the deepest messages of the Incarna-

tion.” 

—Madeleine L’Engle 
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Missions & Outreach 

Women on Mission News 

 Women on Mission will meet on Thursday, De-

cember 2nd at 10am in the fellowship hall.  Guest 

speaker will be “Lottie Moon” who will share some de-

tails of her life as a missionary to China.  We will also be 

setting up the hat and mitten tree in the fellowship hall 

foyer.  You can bring in  new hats, gloves, mitten and 

scarves through January 2nd for the needy in our com-

munity.   

 For more information, contact Carol Gill at  301-

934-9615.All ladies are welcome to participate. 

 

 Savoring simplicity 
 

 Clare of Assisi, who lived in the 1200s, founded 

the Poor Clares, a community of simplicity and service. “O 

holy poverty,” she wrote, “to those who possess and de-

sire you, God promises the kingdom of heaven and offers 

… blessed life!” 

 These ancient words still ring true. We can’t serve 

both God and money, says Jesus, adding that it’s a matter 

of the heart. But before selling your house, consider small 

steps for embracing simplicity and blessing: Trade an af-

ternoon of shopping for coffee with a friend who’s strug-

gling. For guests, prepare a pot of chili rather than a mul-

ticourse meal. Donate good-quality items you’re not us-

ing. 

 Living simply is challenging, especially at the holi-

days, but the rewards are simply amazing. “The challenge 

of simplicity is a magnet to the human spirit,” writes Dale 

Evans Rogers. “Much of the beauty of Christmas lies in its 

challenge to look further, deeper, until we find its secret 

in the heart of God.” 

Operation  

Christmas Child 

 We were blessed to bring in 2141 [shoeboxes] at 

this drop off location and the entire county brought in 

5858. We were blessed to have several volunteers help-

ing us through the week and with several homecooked 

meals. Several people who participated this year did so 

for the first time, which continues the motto of Opera-

tion Christmas Child 'evangelism, discipleship, and multi-

plication'! We also had three packing parties which 

brought in church members, AWANA, and other organi-

zations (Girl Scouts and 4H).   

 Operation Christmas Child not only allows us to 

reach the world, but also the local community through a 

tangible and easy activity that everyone can enjoy.   We 

can still pack shoeboxes on-line using the following link  

  https://sampur.se/3AgLdpO     or you can see the table 

outside the foyer to 'adopt' an already packed shoebox 

that still needs the shipping costs covered.  There are 

instructions on how to do this.  

   by Jennifer Miller 

HATS 

Help us decorate our Hat & Mitten Tree 

and 

Provide new hats, mittens, an scarves 

to the needy in our community. 

 

Bring new hats, mittens, gloves, & scarves and hang 

them on the tree in the fellowship hall foyer through 

Sunday, January 2nd.  Women on Mission will donate 

them to a local organization for distribution to those 

who need them. 
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Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers) 

 8:30 SS & 11:00 

05 (P) Courtney Harbin 

(A) Marion Simpson 

(P) Jerry Pruitt 

(A) Jim Miller 

12 (P) Donna Duehring 

(A) Norma Stump 

(P) Kevin Guiffre 

(A) Melvin King 

19 (P) Courtney Harbin 

(A) Marion Simpson 

(P) Paul Miller 

(A) Robert Hicks 

26 (P) Norma Stump 

(A) Donna Duehring 

(P) Sheri Bresnahan 

(A) Terry Mathews 

   

   

 

Dec. 05  AM “Christmas in Corinthians”  2 Corinthians 5:19  

  PM NO SERVICE: Family Dinner 

Dec. 12  AM “The Gift”    2 Corinthians 8:9 

  PM “Our House”    2 Corinthians 5:1 

Dec. 19  AM “God’s Unspeakable Gift”  2 Corinthians 9:15 

  PM “Compelling Love”   2 Corinthians 5:13-15 

Dec. 26  AM “A New Creature”   2 Corinthians 5:17 

  PM “The Trinity”    2 Corinthians 13:11 

 

Tellers for December 

Sharon Bruce & Jody Miller 

Children’s Worship Schedule 

 

12/05 Debbie & Gloria Schneider,   Becky Bucher 

12/12 Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Nancock & Hannah 

Pankhurst 

12/19 Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Xris Schneider & 

Callie Hancock 

12/26 Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller 

 

05 Glenn Miller Dean Irwin 

12 Nick Papanicolas Billy Moore 

19 Dave Bode Scott Nupson 

26 Bob Gill Paul Dillon 

   

Greeter of the Week  

Sunday Morning Nursery 

 

Volunteers are still needed for Sunday & Wednesday eve-

nings. 

12/05   AM :  Norma Stump, Kay & Gerald Hancock 

12/12 AM: Norma Stump, Jim & Jennifer Miller 

12/19 AM:  Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock 

12/26 AM: Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode 

FYI 

(Sermon Topic Subject to Change) 



December Family News 

Page 6             Volume 14. issue 12

14 Chuck & Lauren Bonn 

19 Lyle & Nita Elder 

19 Scott & Ellen Nupson 

22 Bob & Carol Gill 

the loss of Jim’s brother, Ronald, in November.  The 

01 Jeff Clark 19 Rosa Minehan 

01 Chase O’Bier 20 Ruth Dillon 

01 Hunter O’Bier 20 Daniel Gartland 

02 Brianna Fuchs 24 Barbara Hill 

04 Brandi Miller 28 Jake Burgess 

10 Terry Mathews 28 Pastor Gary 

10  Ruth Miller 29 Corbin Cooke 

16  Peter Orencia 29 Celie Boston 

16 Fran Wright 30 Brandon Henry 

17 Tom Anderson 30 Mercedes Miller 

18 Vila Zverina   

 You can now listen to the “God’s Grace with Gary” 

podcast on Amazon Music, Apple Podcast app, iHeart, 

iTunes, or Spotify. 

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary 

listed here and would like to have it included, please 

call the office.  Also notify the office if you find an er-

ror. 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

5:00 PM 

 
This is a Combined Thanksgiving/Christmas Dinner 

The Church Will Provide: 

  Turkey & Ham with Dressing 

  Potatoes 

  Green Beans 

  Corn 

  Rolls 

  Beverages 

  Salad 
 

 Please use the following guide, according to 

your last initial, of what to bring. However, if you have a 

particular specialty dish, feel free to bring it instead. 

 A-N   SIDES OR SALADS  

 O-Z DESSERTS 

Reservations due November 30th. 

There will be no Evening Worship or AWANA that day. 

Girls & Ladies’ Brunch 

and 

White Elephant Exchange 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun! 

December 11th, 2021 at 10 am 

in the fellowship hall  

Brunch & devotion foll0wed by a white elephant ex-

change 

Each attendee should bring a wrapped gift 

(homemade, re-gifted, or not exceeding $10) 

Please sign up at the Welcome Desk. 

Saturday, December 4 

2-5 pm 

Please bring 6+ dozen cookies to 

share.  (Homemade preferred!) 

 

Bring in one container; We’ll sepa-

rate and sort & put them in a container for you to take 

home. 

Don’t forget to share copies of your recipe as well. 

Try not to bring the same kind as someone else: please 

sign up on the sheet at the Welcome Desk. 
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If only … 
 

There are many of you … who think to yourselves: “If only I had 

been there! How quick I would have been to help the Baby! I 

would have washed his linen. How happy I would have been to 

go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the manger!”  

 

Yes, you would! You say that because you know how great Christ 

is, but if you had been there at that time, you would have done no better than the people of Bethle-

hem. … Why don’t you do it now? You have Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve him, for what 

you do to your neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ himself.  

—Martin Luther 


