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One of God's many overlooked blessings
is color. How boring would Creation be if
there were no color? When my son and I
visited the United States Military Academy in West Point, New York, the cadets
told us that West point was essentially
monochromatic—everything is gray: the
buildings are gray, the sky is gray, the uniforms are gray, and the food is gray. We
each have a favorite color. My favorite
color is green; however, that is only a
general statement, because there are
theoretically an infinite number of shades
of green. What is God's favorite color?
Based on its use in Creation, God's favorite color is probably blue, because the sky
is blue everywhere and 70% of the earth
is covered with blue water; indeed, when
the earth is seen from space, blue is the
most prominent color. Green must also
be one of God's favorites since He chose
to cover the earth in green vegetation.
Scientists tell us that the human eye can
detect about 1 million colors; there are
actually more colors available, the human
eye just cannot see them. God can see all
of the colors, and we will be able to see
all of them in our new bodies one day.
John described heaven as a very colorful
place in the Book of Revelation, but he
probably could not see just how colorful
it really is. That's why Paul reminds us in I
Corinthians 2:9 that, "...eye hath not seen
nor ear heard neither have entered into
the heart of man the things which God
hath prepared for them that love Him."

What is color anyway? Color requires
light, and light is invisible. While we think
we can see light, we actually cannot. Did
you ever wonder why space is so dark? It
is not because there is no light in space:
there is plenty of light coming from the
sun to the earth, yet the 93 million miles
between us is essentially dark. That is
because invisible light needs to be reflected off of something to be seen.
When something comes between invisible light and our eyes, we can see it. So
where does color come in? Light is made
up of all colors; you have probably seen a
prism demonstration whereby white light
is separated into a rainbow of colors.
When light shines on an object, some
colors reflect off the object and other
colors are absorbed by the object. Our
eyes see the colors that are reflected
which all combine to be seen as one
color. When God created light on Day
One, He also created all of the colors that
make up light. Genesis 1:3 says, "Let
there be light, and there was light"; but it
could also say, "and let there be color,
and there was color."
Jesus claimed to be the light of the world
in John 8:12. Jesus also said that His followers are to be the light of the world in
Matthew 5:14. Jesus is the One and only
true light; we have no light of our own.
Like the moon, we can only reflect the
light of the Sun (Son) that shines on us.
Just like with color, we will absorb some
of the light that shines on us, but we
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“When God created
light on Day One, He
also created all of the
colors that make up
light.”
-Pastor Gary

- Continued on page 2

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
A New Year Brings a New Song
Psalm 98:1 Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! For He has done marvelous things,
His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory.
A song of praise for redeeming love is a new song, a mystery hidden from ages and generations. We sing a new song,
very different from what we have sung before. If the grace of God put a new heart into our breasts, it will put a new
song into our mouths. Let this new song be sung to the praise of God, in consideration of the wonders He has wrought.
The Redeemer has overcome all difficulties in the way of our redemption and was not discouraged by the services or
sufferings appointed Him. Let us praise Him for the discoveries made to the world of the work of redemption; His salvation and His righteousness fulfilling the prophecies and promises of the Old Testament. In pursuance of this design,
God raised up His Son Jesus to be not only a Light to lighten the Gentiles, but the glory of His people Israel. Surely it
required of us to inquire whether His holy arm hath gotten the victory in our hearts, over the power of Satan, unbelief,
and sin? If this be our happy case, we shall exchange all light songs of vanity for songs of joy and thanksgiving; our lives
will celebrate the Redeemer's praise.
In His Name We Serve,
Kevin Guiffre

Pastor’s Page (cont.)
must also reflect some of that light onto others. Jesus
put it this way in Matthew 5:16, "Let your light so shine
before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in Heaven." May this new year
be filled with each of us absorbing and reflecting the
light of Christ!
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Library News
New and on the Shelf
Fiction
A Christmas Prayer by Wanda Brunstetter
Mending Fences by Suzanne Woods Fisher
Stitches in Time by Suzanne Woods Fisher
Two Steps Forward by Suzanne Woods Fisher
Nonfiction
Come Let Us Adore Him by Robert Morgan (244.33)
Children’s Fiction
The Littlest Shepherd by Laverne Story Stanley
Audio
I Serve a Savior by Josh Turner
DVD
The Chosen Season 2

After Sarah died, Abraham remarried. What was his
second wife’s name?
A. Miriam
B. Keturah
C. Bathsheba
D. Tamar

(See Genesis 25:1)

What’s in a name?
As the U.S. evacuated thousands from Afghanistan in August 2021, an Afghan woman gave birth on a
plane. She named her daughter Reach — the name of the
aircraft that brought her family to safety.
Many people name their children after loved
ones or special events; a child born on Christmas might
be called Noel or Holly. In Bible times, too, names often
had meanings: Eve likely means “mother of all living”;
Abraham, “father of many”; Isaac, “laughter.” Moses is a
play on words with the Hebrew for “draw out” because
Pharaoh’s daughter drew him from the Nile.
Of course, the most important biblical name is
Jesus, which means “The Lord saves.” As the angel told
Joseph, “[Mary] will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21, ESV). The Christian church traditionally celebrates Name of Jesus on January 1. But every day,
as we pray in Jesus’ name, we remember that what’s in
this name is the salvation God offers to all.

Lighting the way for others
When Ida Nelson, head tribal clerk of a remote Alaskan village, heard an airplane flying low after dark, she knew
something was wrong. Igiugig (Igggy-yaw-gigg), population
70, isn’t normally a nighttime destination. Indeed, the
medevac flight was coming to pick up a sick child. Because
the local airstrip’s lights had been vandalized, the plane was
having trouble landing. Nelson began alerting neighbors,
and within minutes, villagers lined the runway with their
vehicles, headlights blazing. The pilot was able to land and
then safely deliver the sick child to an Anchorage hospital.
The airlift service praised the residents’ determination, but
Nelson describes their effort as “normal” and “ordinary.”
What everyday actions can you use to provide light amid
darkness? How can you shine Jesus’ light in a world that
needs Him?

“There are far, far better things ahead than any we
leave behind.”
—C.S. Lewis
***
“One resolution I have made, and try always to keep, is
this: to rise above the little things.”
—John Burroughs
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Missions & Outreach
Operation
Christmas Child

Women on Mission News
Women on Mission will meet on Thursday,
.January 6, 2022. After their mission study, they will be
making jump ropes for Operation Christmas Child. All
ladies are welcome to join us.

You can start off the new year by hitting the afterChristmas sales to stock up on small items for this year’s
shoeboxes. If you choose to fill shoeboxes throughout
the year, you can bring them in anytime.

Being neighborly
The last time you moved into a new community,
did your neighbors welcome you? From previous moves,
I fondly recall receiving smiles, handshakes, baked goods
and houseplants. Because one new neighborhood included two parsonages, I wasn’t surprised to receive invitations to worship. After that, I began anticipating similar invitations, even though we had a church home. We
don’t always take our new neighbors up on the offers,
but knowing that churchgoers live nearby is comforting.
When a new family moves into your neighborhood, how do you respond? Does it cross your mind to
invite them to worship? Maybe they’re waiting for —
even needing — that invitation. To ask, you don’t need
to be a pastor or a member of the evangelism committee … just a friendly neighbor.
—Julie Lee

Be of good cheer
Near the end of every January, stories circulate about
“Blue Monday,” supposedly the year’s most depressing
day. Factors include broken New Year’s resolutions,
Christmas debts and cold weather. But this phenomenon
actually originated as a PR gimmick. U.K. marketers invented Blue Monday as “the best day to book a summer
holiday,” and a psychologist they enlisted to help later
admitted the saddest-seeming day became a selffulfilling prophecy.
January may lack the excitement of December, but it
doesn’t have to be a letdown. Christmas is over, but Jesus isn’t! No matter the season of the year or our season
of life, Christians always have reason for joy: God’s
promises of forgiveness and eternal victory. As Jesus
says in John 16:33, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world” (KJV).
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Turning back
In 1569 Holland, Dirk Willems, a member of the
Anabaptist (now known as Mennonite) church, was imprisoned for refusing to belong to the state church. He
escaped and was running across a pond’s thin ice when
the guard in pursuit fell through. Hearing the drowning
man's cries, Willems turned back to rescue him, even
though it meant his capture and subsequent execution.
Four centuries later, civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr. urged us to love our enemies by not defeating them “when the opportunity presents itself.” Eventually we’ll have chances to get back at people who misuse or gossip about us, he said. But “the meaning of
love” is in not doing so. “In the final analysis, love is not
this sentimental something that we talk about,” said
King. “It’s not merely an emotional something. Love is
creative, understanding goodwill for all [people]. It is
the refusal to defeat any individual.”
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FYI
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change)

Jan. 02
Jan. 09
JAN. 16
Jan. 23
Jan. 30

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM

“Marriage for Life”
“One”
“The Prince of Tyre”
“Paul’s Testimony”
“Sovereign of the Nations”
“Justification”
“Death of the Wicked”
“The Living Dead”
“Shepherds”
“Before & After”

Malachi 2:14-16
Galatians 1:3-10
Ezekiel 28:1-2
Galatians 1:13-16
Ezekiel 29:1-6
Galatians 2:16-19
Ezekiel 33:11
Galatians 2:20
Ezekiel 34:2
Galatians 3:23-24 (Lord’s Supper both services

Tellers for January
Courtney Harbin & Sheri Bresnahan

Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers)
8:30

Greeter of the Week
1/02

Glenn Miller

Ken Doyle

1/09

Nick Papanicolas

Patrick Hancock

1/16

Dave Bode

Dean Irwin

1/23

Bob Gill

Billy Moore

1/30

Glenn Miller

Scott Nupson

SS & 11:00

1/02

(P) Marion Simpson
(A) Norma Stump

(P) Al Law
(A) Betty Lou Moore

1/09

(P) Sheri Bresnahan
(A) Courtney Harbin

(P) Billy Moore
(A) Bob Mathews

1/16

(P) Donna Duehring
(A) Marion Simpson

(P) Jennifer Miller
(A) Jerry Pruitt

1/23

(P) Norma Stump
(A) Sheri Bresnahan

(P) Jim Miller
(A) Kevin Guiffre

1/30

(A) Courtney Harbin
(P) Donna Duehring

(A) Paul Miller
(P) Robert HIcks

Sunday Morning Nursery
Children’s Worship Schedule
1/02 Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky Bucher
1/09 Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Hancock & Hannah
Pankhurst
1/16 Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Xris Schneider &
Callie Hancock
1/23 Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller
1/30 NO CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
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Volunteers are still needed for Sunday & Wednesday evenings.
1/02 AM: Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock
1/09 AM: Norma Stump, Gerald & Kay Hancock
1/16 AM: Norma Stump, Debbie Schneider & Becky
Bucher
1/23 AM: Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode
1/30 AM: Norma Stump, Jim & Jennifer Miller

January Family News

01

Kylie Duehring

15 Krystle mURRAY

11

Ken & Janet Doyle

01

Bob Mathews

15 Bonnie Orndorff

25

Jim & Ann Robey

02

Virgil Burnette

16 Sally Sexton

30

Jerry & Barbara Hill

02

Dean Howard

17 Lucy Bowie

04

Jaime Galloway

17 Ed Mauck

04

Brian Thompson

18 Adeline Freeman

05

Maya Tappan

20 Thao Dinh

07

Doug Duehring

21 Dottie Guilliams

08

Drew Havrilla

22 Nathan Hancock

09

Ayle Havrilla

25 Carrie Peterson

09

Elle Havrilla

26 Jonathan Miller

10

Janet Jones

27 Charity Fuchs

10

Xaris Schneider

30 Mary McNair

14

Chris Peterson, Jr.

31 Rev. William Miller

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary
listed here and would like to have it included, please
call the office. Also notify the office if you find an error.

BABY SHOWER for Giselle Irwin
All ladies are invited to celebrate
Saturday, January 22, 2022 @ 1pm
FBC LaPlata fellowship hall

e

Giselle is registered at:
https:/www.babylist.com/baby-giselle-irwin
Bring a package of diapers to enter the Diaper Raffle
and win a prize
RSVP by 1/15 to:]
Jeni Irwin
deanjeni@yahoo.com
240-682-5396

You can now listen to the “God’s Grace with Gary”
podcast on Amazon Music, Apple Podcast app, iHeart,
iTunes, or Spotify.
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Biblical resolutions
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10)
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6)
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16)
)
__Gus Nichols (Adapted)

