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We all know that the Holy Bible is
a special book unlike any other. Written
by men but inspired by God, the Bible is
our inerrant, infallible, final authority for
faith and practice. While Christ is the
head of our church, the Bible is the focus
of our church: we have Sunday School,
otherwise known as Bible study; Sunday
worship services that highlight the
preaching of God's Word, the Bible;
AWANA that emphasizes memorizing
God's Word; Wednesday night Bible
study; and other specialized Bible studies
throughout the week. Further, we encourage each other to personally read the
Bible every day.
Ezra is a biblical character from
the Old Testament who set a great example for all of us to follow concerning the
Bible; he teaches us to seek the Word of
God, submit to the Word of God, and to
share the Word of God. Ezra 7:10 states,
“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek
the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to
teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”
First of all, Ezra was determined
to “seek” God's Word, which was called
the law at that time. The Hebrew word
used for “seek” here means “study.” Ezra
made an intentional effort to study God's
Word. As we study God's Word, we are
seeking God Himself. The good news is
that God has promised to be found when
we seek Him. Deuteronomy 4:29 says,
“But if from thence thou shalt seek the
Lord thy God, thou shalt find Him, if thou

seek Him with all thy heart and with all
thy soul.”
Second of all, Ezra determined to
submit to God's Word; in other words,
Ezra not only sought to know God's law,
he sought to obey it. James 1:22 reminds
us, “But be ye doers of the Word and not
hearers only deceiving your own selves.”
As we read the Word of God, we can see
what is wrong in our lives and correct it;
also, we can see what is right and improve it. This is all part of our sanctification. The great hymn, “Trust and Obey”
conveys this concept:
When we walk with the Lord
In the light of His Word
What a glory He sheds on out way
Let us do His good will
He abides with us still
And with all who will trust and obey.
Trust and obey,
For there's no other way
To be happy in Jesus
But to trust and obey.
Third of all, Ezra was determined to share
God's Word. Ezra sought God with a purpose: he wanted to teach God's Word to
others. One cannot effectively teach
something that he does not understand
himself. All the knowledge we gain from
coming to church, attending Bible study,
and reading the Bible personally should
have an altruistic purpose. What are you
doing with what you know? Our church
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“As we study God's
Word, we are seeking
God Himself. . . .God
is not interested in
our ability but our
availability.”
-Pastor Gary

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
The Wake
Wake is the wave a boat generates as it moves through the water. The wake disperses an amount of energy
based on the boat's speed and the amount of water the boat displaces. ... A boat's wake may rock, swamp, or capsize
other boats. Passengers also may be thrown off balance or overboard, leading to serious injury. So, lets think about this
as Christians what kind of wake are we leaving behind us. Are we leaving a path that is rough and could cause hurt to
others or, are we leaving a smooth wake that people could ride like a water skier and have fun with? Are we leaving a
path behind us that people can look at and be thankful that we crossed paths in life, or are we leaving a path of destruction and could cause people to not want to know Christ? So, let’s leave a wake behind us that is positive and will
lead others to Christ, let’s leave a wake behind us that that is worth following, and lastly let’s leave a wake behind us
that not going to hurt others in a spiritual way.

In His Name We Serve,
Kevin Guiffre

Pastor’s Page (cont.)
always needs Sunday School teachers and substitutes.
Though you may not think of yourself as a teacher, you
may be surprised at what you can do when you make
yourself available to God. As is often said, God is not
interested in our ability but our availability. Whether
you realize it or not, all of those years of sitting in Bible
study and church services have amassed into quite a personal library of knowledge just waiting to be shared with
others.
Let us study God's Word, submit to God's Word, and
share God's Word. In so doing, we will not only please
God, but we will benefit others—including ourselves!
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Library News
New and on the Shelf
Fiction
A Cousin’s Challenge by Wanda Brunstetter
Love’s Mountain Home by Misty Beller
Hope’s Highest Mountain by Misty Beller
Faith’s Mountain Home by Misty Beller
In His Steps by Charles Sheldon
Nonfiction
Not All Roads Lead to Heaven by Dr. Robert Jeffress (NF
234)
Children’s Fiction
God Gave Us Christmas by Lisa Bergren
Twice Yours by Nan Gurley
Children’s Nonfiction
Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors by Ellen Titlebum
Concern about Covid-19 has prompted many of us to
attend church on-line and you may have forgotten
about library titles that were checked out many months
ago. Please check your home for overdue titles that
need to be returned.

Rules for Daily Life
Begin the day with God,
Kneel down to Him in prayer,
Lift up thy heart to His abode,
And seek His love to share.
Open the Book of God
And read a portion there,
That it may hallow all thy thoughts
And sweeten all thy care.
Go through the day with God,
Whatever thy work may be;
Where ever thou art--at home, abroad
He still is near to thee.
Conclude the day with God,
Thy sin to Him confess.
Trust in His cleansing blood
And plead His righteousness.
Lie down at night with God,
Who gives His servants sleep;
And when thou treadest the vale of death,
He will give thee guard, and keep.
Selected (author unknown)
Thanks to Rev. Gordon Hanson for submitting this item.)

All four Gospels tell of a woman anointing Jesus. Details
vary; clearly, she isn’t the same person in all accounts.
In John, who is she?
*****

A. Jesus’ mother, Mary
B. Mary Magdalene
C. Mary of Bethany (sister of
Martha and Lazarus)
D. None of the above
(See Matt.26, Mark 14, Luke
7 & John 12)

“Prayer is the world’s greatest wireless connection.”

--Anonymous
The Lamplighter

Our stain remover
From sanitizers and soaps to solutions and sprays,
many products promise to eliminate germs and grime.
Unfortunately, they often fall short. Just think how many
items in your closet or kitchen have been ruined by stubborn stains.
What if we were that concerned about ridding
our lives and hearts of sin? What if we spent as much
time confessing and repenting as scrubbing and laundering? The good news is that with one “application” (the
cross), Jesus makes us “whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7).
Praise be to our unblemished Lamb, the perfect stain remover!
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Missions & Outreach
Women on Mission News
Women on Mission will meet on Thursday,
March 3 in the fellowship hall. Following the mission
study led by Sandy Janke, the ladies will be making
jump ropes for Operation Christmas Child.
As usual, all ladies are welcome to attend.

First Baptist Church of La Plata
9070 Hawthorne Rd
La Plata, MD 20646
Soccer registration began January 12, 2022
Boys and Girls K5 (Must be 5 years old by September 1,
2022) - 10th Grade
Registration: $65 January 12th – February 26th
Late Registration: $80 after February 26th
Shorts may be purchased for an additional $9

2022 VBS
July 18-22, 2022
Mark your calendars now for this year’s Spark
Studio Vacation Bible School, the week of July 18 - 22.
We will spark imagination and kick creativity into high
gear as we learn that God’s creativity didn’t stop in
Genesis. The Master Artist is working to redeem, reclaim, and transform us – His creation – to the design He
planned for us. Kids will have fun while learning that we
are His workmanship (Ephesians 2:10) and a masterpiece
in process. More information will be coming soon!
Contact Alison Bode 301-246-4957 or
thebodes@verizon.net for more information.
If you would like to help this year, please make
sure your background check is up to date. If you had
one last year, you’re good for this year. But if it has
been more than two years since your last one, please
submit paperwork for a new one. Forms are available in
the office and at the Welcome Desk.

Online early registration has ended but parents may
register their children in person at the church office.

Meet the Coach: March 26, 2022
First practice: Week of March 28, 2022
First Game: April 9, 2022
**If you have any questions or your child participated in
fall soccer (2021) at First Baptist Church of Waldorf,
email to see if you are eligible for a uniform discount.
fbclpsoccer@gmail.com

SafeNights has taken a new form this year. Instead of
hosting them here at the church, we are providing meals
to them at the location where LifeStyles has been housing them all winter. if you can help, please sign up near
the library or see Courtney Harbin.

Operation
Christmas Child

*******
“To retire is to get a new set of tires to keep you rolling in
the service of Jesus Christ”

-Colin Smith
***
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone
across the waters to create many ripples.”
—Mother Teresa
“
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March’s emphasis is on quality craft items and winter
clothes. Children love craft kits allowing them to make
simple items for their friends and families. Things like
modeling clay, stringing beads, and jewelry kits would be
welcomed. In the winter clothes category, now is a
great rime to pick up some clearance bargains on hats,
scarves, mittens, and warm socks.
Volume 15, Issue 3

FYI
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change)

Mar. 06
Mar. 13
Mar. 20
Mar. 27

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM

“The Gate”
“Do you Know?”
“The Priests”
“The Value of the Old Testament”
“Jesus’ Genealogy”
“Losing, Leavening, Loving
“Jesus, Nazarene”
“Freedom & Service”

Tellers for March
Sharon Bruce & Jody Miller

Greeter of the Week
Mar. 06 Nick Papanicolas

Billy Moore

Mar. 13 Dave Bode

Scott Nupson

Mar.20 Bob Gill

Paul Dillon

Mar. 27

Glenn Miller

Ken Doyle

Ezekiel 44:2
Galatians 4:8-11
Ezekiel 44:11
Galatians 4:21-26
Matthew 1:1
Galatians 5:2-4
Matthew 2:23
Galatians 5:13

Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers)
8:30

SS & 11:00

Mar.06 (P) Courtney Harbin
(A) Donna Duehring

(P) Kevin Guiffre
(A) Melvin King

Mar. 13 (P) Marion Simpson
(A) Norma Stump

(P) Debbie Schneider
(P) Patrick Hancock
(A) Paul Miller

Mar.20 (P) Sheri Bresnahan
(A) Donna Duehring

(P) Robert Hicks
(A) Terry Mathews

Mar. 27 (P) Courtney Harbin
(A) Marion Simpson

(P) Al Law
(A) Betty Lou Moore

Children’s Worship Schedule
Mar. 06: Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky Bucher
Mar. 13: Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Hancock & Hannah
Pankhurst
Mar. 20: Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Xaris Schneider,
Callie Hancock
Mar. 27: Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller

The Lamplighter

Sunday Morning Nursery
Volunteers are still needed for Sunday & Wednesday evenings.
Mar. 06: Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock
Mar. 13: Norma Stump, Kay & Gerald Hancock
Mar. 20: Norma Stump, Debbie Schneider & Becky
Bucher
Mar. 27: Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode
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March Family News

01

Elena Bode Gilroy

15 Jeffrey Grote

03

Tookie & Bonnie Orndorff

06

Phuong Dinh

18 Donna Duehring

17

Drew & Tara Havrilla

08

Kevin Guiffre

18 Pat Hall

25

Melvin & Janet King

09

Sy Collins

19 Patrick Guiffre

12

Louis Schneider

21 Tyler Griffith

13

Thelma McConkey

27 Dean Irwin

13

Stephanie Miller

30 Ashleigh Grigsby

14

Jennifer Cooke

31 Shirley Grumbling

15

Andrew Bode

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary
listed here and would like to have it included, please
call the office. Also notify the office if you find an error.

Hands-on reflection

e

Facing life’s giants
During the NCAA basketball tournaments, many
fans enjoy rooting for an underdog, hoping a Cinderella
story will emerge. First-round March Madness matchups
often are billed as David vs. Goliath events, with perennial powerhouses facing off against little-known schools.
Underdogs play key roles in the Bible: Moses
takes on Pharaoh’s army, Daniel defies a king and David
squares off against an actual giant. Being an underdog
didn’t faze David, who knew the source of his strength:
“For the battle is the LORD’s,” he says in 1 Samuel 17:47.
What assurance as we battle life’s “giants”!
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While preparing props for a church photo
shoot, I had to make a crown of thorns. In the woods, I
found a long, wild, prickly plant that seemed promising.
Just cutting a bit to bring home proved difficult, making
me quickly question my decision to do this project sans
gloves.
Once home, I worked the vines so they’d be
flexible and not break when curved into a circle. That
required finding multiple spots to grasp. Again, numerous finger pricks ensued. It wasn’t until I formed the
vines into a crown, however, that thorns started sinking
into my skin and taking hold. Each shock of pain was an
accident, but my focus remained intentional: I purposely tackled this endeavor bare-handed to glimpse
what Jesus suffered on my behalf. The torn skin on my
fingers was nothing compared to the gashes on my Savior’s head. Working with thorns for a few minutes reminded me to be humbly grateful for what Jesus sacrificed to win my eternal salvation.
—Julie Lee

First Baptist Church of La Plata
9070 Hawthorne Road
La Plata, MD 20646
Address Service Requested
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Love that welcomes all
Actor Tom Hanks once said, “There’s no substitute for a
great love who says, ‘No matter what’s wrong with you,
you’re welcome at this table.’” Although I don’t know that
quote’s context, those words could well describe Jesus and
Holy Communion, as well as God’s unconditional love.
For when Jesus first invited his followers, “Take and eat;
this is my body. Take and drink; this is my blood,” he didn’t
exclude Judas, who would betray him, or Peter, who
would deny him, or any of the others, who would abandon
him as he was arrested and executed.

