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Another Easter is upon us. Some
Christians don't like the term, "Easter,"
because it has pagan origins. They prefer
"Resurrection Day" instead. I don't have a
problem with either term. For those who
don't like the paganism of "Easter," they
better protest the months of the year and
the days of the week! Easter only comes
once a year, but days come every day and
months come every month! Anyway,
Easter is a biblical term, if you use the
King James Version of the Bible. Acts
12:2-4 says concerning King Herod, "And
he killed James the brother of John with
the sword. And because he saw it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded further to take
Peter also. (Then were the days of
unleavened bread.) And when he had
apprehended him, he put him in prison
and delivered him to four quaternions of
soldiers to keep him intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people." Most modern translations substitute
the word "Passover" for Easter in this
passage, but should they? The Greek
word for Passover is "pascha" which is
translated "Passover" 28 of 29 times in
the New Testament.
The term "Easter" means "dawn"
or "east." The goddess of light and Spring
was also known as Eostre, or Ishtar. Celebrating this goddess involved a festival of
reproduction using the symbols of eggs
and rabbits. It is important to note that
Eostre was named after Easter—not the
other way around.

Why did the King James Translators use "Easter" instead of "Passover" in
Acts 12? Because Passover had ended.
The biblical text above says that Peter
was arrested during the Feast of Unleavened Bread which is the week following
Passover. The Bible could be referring to
either the pagan celebration of Easter or
the Christian celebration of the resurrection. Either way, Easter is the proper
translation here.
Does this translation choice really
make any difference? Not in this case, but
in other cases it can. We all agree that
God's Word is inerrant and infallible in
the autographs; since none of us has an
autograph, we must be able to trust the
translations we have. There are plenty of
good translations available—many of
which I own and use for reference; however, I am sticking with the King James
Version for my personal devotions and
public teaching. Like many believe and
say, "If the King James was good enough
for Jesus, it's good enough for me!" Let's
fact check that last statement: Jesus died
around AD 33, and the King James translation was published in 1611—1,578
years later!
Here's the truth from my perceptive: I would much rather someone read a
modern translation of the Bible than NOT
read their King James Bible. Whatever
translation you have, read it, read it, read
it!
Have a happy Easter or Resurrection Day!
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." Most modern translations substitute the
word "Passover" for
Easter in this passage,
but should they?
The Greek word for
Passover is "pascha"
which is translated
"Passover" 28 of 29
times in the New Testament.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Spiritual Warfare
To understand the battle of spiritual warfare, we need to begin with acknowledging that we are in a war. Battles make
up smaller components of the bigger picture. By definition, battles involve combat between two persons, between factions, between armies and they consist of any type of "extended contest, struggle, or controversy". As Christians, we
are in a spiritual battle of some sort on a daily basis. In warfare, battles are fought on different fronts, for different reasons, and with varying degrees of intensity. The same is true in spiritual warfare. Our spiritual battles and warfare are
real, even though we cannot physically see the attacker. But, we can educate ourselves on how the battles are fought
and how they impact our lives on a daily basis.
We have to ask ourselves, “Why do we even want to fight spiritual warfare?” It will do us no good to educate ourselves
on the battle if we see no reason for the fight. War is very controversial today in the physical realm. Those attitudes,
beliefs and convictions will transfer over to the spiritual realm. However, in the spiritual realm, there is a battle going
on regardless of our opinion. We are either victors or victims. Jesus has come and conquered. The war is already won in
the heavens.
Jesus told us in Matthew 28:18 that, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” We now have the
privilege of having an eternal relationship with God. Many of us enter into that covenant of salvation by grace. But
the Matthew 28:18 verse is not only about our salvation; it is also about our every day victory, which adds up to victorious living in Christ. Every day victory is achieved by knowing, believing and understanding the battles that we are enduring daily, regardless if we are passive or active in the battles.
Do you want all that God has for you on this earth right now, or do you want to wait until you get to heaven to receive
the victory and blessings?
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Library News
New and on the Shelf
by Bob Mathews

Fiction
The Letter by Suzanne Woods Fisher
The Revealing by Suzanne Woods Fisher
The Calling by Suzanne Woods Fisher
Nonfiction
A Just and Righteous God by Jonathan Edwards
(NF 262.058)
What Hollywood Believes by Ray Comfort (NF
248.4)
We Will Not Be Silenced by Erwin Lutzer (NF
261.7)
Paralyzed by Fear or Empowered by Hope by Mac
Brunson (NF 248.4)
One Nation Under Man by Brandon Howse (NF
302)

As Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, crowds
praised him loudly. When Pharisees told him to silence
the people, what did Jesus say would shout if his followers didn’t?
A. Stones
B. Palm branches
C. Trees
D. Hillsides

Missions & Outreach
SHARING YOUR GIFTS FOR THE SPREAD OF
THE GOSPEL IN NORTH AMERICA!! by Jennifer Miller
Regardless of what season of life you might find
yourself in, God has given you unique opportunities. How
can you steward your time to help support missions in
North America?
Spend time in prayer! Pray for local church planters,
associations, missionaries, workers, and pastors.
Use your lunch break to connect with missionaries
through social media and email
Designate time each month to volunteer with a local
missions organization or community outreach
group
God has gifted you with talents. You have abilities, skills,
and hobbies that can be used for the growth of God’s
kingdom. How can you steward your talents to help support missions in North America?
Can you use your professional skills to help a church
plant with finances, human resources, or even
building renovations?
Can you use your hobbies to assist a community outreach with graphic design, music lessons, or cooking class?
Can you offer your skills in building, organizing, or
cleaning after a natural disaster or time of crisis?
Can you share your talent of singing, gardening, writing, teaching, or serving with a church planter, a
local association, or a ministry in your community?

(See Luke 19:40.)

God has gifted you with treasures. We are so blessed and
God is honored when we give from our treasures to the
spread of the good news. How can you steward your
treasures to help support missions in North America?
Open your home for a Bible study, a meal for a
neighbor, or even to host a missionary
Use your finances to support a church plant or a mission trip
Go on a mission trip or disaster relief trip

“Christ did not come into the world that we might understand Him, but that we might cling to Him, that we might
simply let ourselves be swept away by Him into the immense event of the resurrection”
-Dietrich Bohhoeffer

You have an important role in missions work. God has
given you unique gifts to use for His glory and the spread
of the gospel. How can you steward those gifts to support North American missions?
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Missions & Outreach
Women on Mission News

by Carol Gill

Women on Mission will meet on
Thursday, April 7th in the fellowship hall. Following the mission study led by Sandy Janke, the ladies
will be making jump ropes for Operation Christmas
Child.
As usual, all ladies are welcome to attend.

2022 VBS
July 18-22, 2022
by Alison Bode

This year’s Vacation Bible School for children will
feature Spark Studios: Created in Christ. Designed for
God’s Purpose. Age 4 through students who have completed 5th grade are invited to join us for a week of fun
as they consider the beautiful truth that they are God’s
workmanship and learn to use their talents to bring glory
to Him. The morning session will run from 9 a.m. to
noon July 18 – 22, with a family picnic on Friday from
noon to 1:30 pm.
Youth who have completed grades 6 through 12
are invited to our evening VBS from 6 to 8 pm the same
week. This year’s theme is: “Are You an Organ Donor?”
Evening activities include games, Bible study, and refreshments.
Mark your calendars now and invite friends,
neighbors, and family. It’s going to be a great year in
VBS!
We’re also excited to offer opportunities for all
of our church family to get involved. We have areas of
service for everyone, but here are a few of the openings
that require some advanced preparation. Consider
whether God is calling you to get involved in this important ministry of our church.
Refreshment Leader am: Plan and Purchase prepackaged snacks and drinks for children in the morning
VBS session. Help to organize distribution of snacks each
morning at VBS. You will be reimbursed for snack purchases.
Preschool Bible Study Leader: Use Lifeway literature to
prepare Bible Story lessons and follow a rotation schedule to go into classrooms to share Bible truths with nurs-
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ery, pre-k, and kindergarten students.
Preschool Missions Leader: Use provided literature to share mission stories and easy mission activities
with students in pre-k and kindergarten classrooms following a rotation schedule.
Elementary Recreation Leader: Plan 15 - 20
minutes’ worth of outdoor games and activities for elementary aged students each day. This position requires
being outside for about 2 hours each morning as the
grade 1 – 5 classes rotate out for recreation, but there
will be teenaged boys to help with the physical exertion!
Picnic Coordinator: This position will coordinate
the picnic lunch for families on Friday, including purchasing supplies and preparing the bagged lunches. We
would like to prepare and distribute lunches with hot
dogs, chips, cookies, and drinks to all students and family
members who attend. You will only need to be at VBS
mid-day on Friday, July 22, but supplies will have to be
purchased in advance. You will be reimbursed for the
food you purchase.
If you would like to volunteer for any of these
opportunities or learn about other opportunities to be
involved in VBS, please contact Alison Bode at 301-2464957 or thebodes@verizon.net
The next VBS planning meeting will be on Monday, April 11, at 6:30 pm.

Resurrection Sunday Schedule
Sunday, April 17
7:00am
Sunrise Service in Healing Garden
8:30am
Early Worship
11:00am
Musical celebration of the Resurrection with Edify, Choir, Orchestra, Children’s Bell Choir
and more (Invite friends & neighbors to worship with
us!)
June 11-17 Oklahoma Mission Trip- Serve alongside a
Native American church in Tulsa, Oklahoma with community improvement projects. VBS ministry, Prayer
walks. Cost is approx. $1200 per person (flights, ground
transportation, mission fee, and food is included) Lodging will be in a local church. See Jennifer Miller if you
are interested.
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FYI
(Sermon Topic Subject to Change)
Apr. 03
Apr. 10
APR. 17
Apr. 24

AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM

“Jesus’ Baptism”
Matthew 3:13-15
“Losing, Leavening, Loving”
Galatians 5:2-4
“Palm Sunday in Heaven”
Revelation 7:9-10
“Spirit vs. Flesh”
Galatians 5:16-17
Easter Musical Celebration
(No evening worship or AWANA)

AM
PM

“Dry Bones”
“Living by the Spirit”

Ezekiel 37:1-2
Galatians 5:22-25

Tellers for April
Sharon Bruce & Jody Miller

Greeter of the Week
4/03

Nick Papanicolas

Patrick Hancock

4/10

Dave Bode

Dean Irwin

4/17

Bob Gill

Billy Moore

4/24

Glenn Miller

Scott Nupson

(Dinner is early, at 3:30)

Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers)
8:30

SS & 11:00

4/03

Norma Stump
Sheri Bresnahan

Bob Mathews
Jennifer Miller

4/10

Courtney Harbin
Donna Duehring

Jerry Pruitt
Kevin Guiffre

4/17

Marion Simpson
Norma Stump

Melvin King
Paul Miller

4/24

Sheri Bresnahan
Courtney Harbin

Robert Hicks
Terry Mathews

Children’s Worship Schedule
Apr.03: Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky Bucher
Apr. 10: Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Hancock & Hannah
Pankhurst
Apr. 17: Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Xaris Schneider,
Callie Hancock
Apr. 24: Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller
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Sunday Morning Nursery
Volunteers are still needed for Sunday & Wednesday evenings.
Apr. 03: Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock
Apr. 10: Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode
Apr. 17: Norma Stump, Debbie Schneider & Becky
Bucher
Apr. 24: Norma Stump, Gerald & Kay Hancock
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April Family News

01

Gloria Schneider

15 Dale Gordon

12

Pastor Wendell & Brenda Stokes

02

Joseph Windsor

15 Taylor Peterson

19

Kevin & Heather Guiffre

03

Nita Elder

17 Andy Gibson

23

Bill & Ruth Miller

05

Mark Curtis

18 Saverio Adamo

28

Darrell & Nan Linville

08

Janet King

20 Abby Pankhurst

09

Max Bode

22 Carolyn Burgess

10

Olive Perry

22 Dawn Burgess

*Note: If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary
listed here and would like to have it included, please
call the office. Also notify the office if you find an error.

11

Ryder Mattingly

22 Buddy Sanders

14

Jessica Miller

27 Jill Hancock

14

Ellen Nupson

29 Janet Doyle

There’s a new Irwin in the
FBC family! Oaklynn Grey Irwin was
born to Chad & Giselle Irwin on
March 5th, 2022. She weighed in at 7
lb. 10 oz. and was a petite 19.1/2
inches long. Mother and baby are
doing fine. According to proud grandparents Dean and Jeni, “We think she is the most adorable little girl in the world.”
Jeni says they have lots of cute pictures of her
they would love to show off. All you have to do is ask.

SPRING MEANS GRADUATION!

Yes, Class of 2022 graduation will soon be here,
and in order to recognize our graduates in the June issue, we need the following information if you or a love
one are graduating this spring: School or College name,
date, honors or special accomplishments and future
plans. Please submit that information to the secretary
no later than May 15th to be included in the June issue.
*You can now listen to the “God’s Grace with Gary”
podcast on Amazon Music, Apple Podcast app, iHeart,
iTunes, or Spotify.
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Sunday, April 10th, 2022
3:30 pm
The Church will provide:
Ham
Parsley Potatoes
Green Bean Casserole
Corn
Rolls
Beverages
Sides and desserts will be provided by the church family members as follows.
A-J Desserts
K-M Salads
N-Z Side Dishes
However, you may have a special dish you would prefer
to bring, which is fine. We do not need a whole lot of
desserts.
If you are planning to attend, please cut or tear off the
response form provided and put in the offering plate or
in the fellowship box outside the library. by Tuesday,
April 5thto ensure adequate amount of food.
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Life and light
Easter is the assurance that no matter how hopeless and dark things appear, God is alive and actively working. Our heavenly Father births life out
of death, transforms brokenness into wholeness and shines light into darkness.
In the words of the poet Christian Wiman (from Every Riven Thing):

