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Pastor’s Page  by Pastor Gary 

given dignity and respect but must not 

become more important than the na-

tion it represents. The republic refers to 

our representative form of government. 

America is not a democracy, as some 

think she is. Benjamin Franklin wisely 

said when asked what form of govern-

ment the Constitutional Convention had 

produced, "A republic, if you can keep 

it." Fourth, is the purpose: "one na-

tion.": We are one nation comprised of 

fifty sovereign states. The blue area of 

the flag is called the "union" which is 

where each state is represented. The 

seal of the United States declares, "e 

pluribus unum" which means, "out of 

many, one." Fifth we see our position: 

"under God." Our nation is great and 

important, but God is infinitely greater 

and infinitely more important. We exist 

as a nation only because of His sover-

eign grace. These words give us not only 

a pledge to our flag but a prayer to our 

God. These two very important words 

were not added to the pledge until 

1956. Sixth, we are protected: 

"indivisible." The pledge was written 

thirty years after the Civil War that bit-

terly divided our nation. We vow that 

our nation is never to be divided again. 

Seventh, we have this provision: "with 

liberty and justice." We have guaran-

teed freedoms from God in our Consti-

tution, known as the Bill of Rights. We 

pledge to be fair and expect to be 

treated fairly. Finally, we see the partici-

pants: "for all." The promise of America 

is for everyone who is here legally: the 

This month we celebrate Independence 

Day, so there will be extra American flags 

waving around. Our flag has a pledge of 

allegiance that we all used to say in 

school. The pledge is still recited at all 

official government meetings and also on 

other occasions. Let's take a look at what 

we are pledging when we recite the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The original pledge was published on Sep-

tember 8, 1892, in "The Youth's Compan-

ion" written by Francis Bellamy for the 

400
th

 anniversary of Columbus' discovery 

of America. The pledge was adopted by 

Congress on June 22, 1942, and was given 

the official title of "The Pledge of Alle-

giance" in 1945. 

 

To ensure we are not engaging in vain 

repetition when we recite the pledge, the 

following is an analysis of what we are 

saying. First of all, it is personal: "I pledge 

allegiance." This is to be our own doing 

expressing our own feelings. The pledge 

cannot be recited for you—it can only be 

recited by you. Second, it is a promise: 

"allegiance." We promise to be faithful 

and true to our country. We promise to 

serve our country in any way she needs 

us. Third, are the particulars: the flag and 

the republic. The flag is only cloth, but it 

represents our nation. The stars depict 

each state, and the stripes depict the 

original thirteen colonies. The flag colors 

are important, too: red for honor and 

valor, white for purity and innocence, and 

blue for the heavens. The flag must be 

 

 

" The flag is only 

cloth, but it repre-

sents our nation.” 

 

 -Pastor Gary 
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natural born, the naturalized, the unborn. We are all 

Americans, and we are all blessed of God to live here. 

 

The pledge of allegiance to our flag is important, but 

making a pledge of allegiance to our Savior is eternally 

more important. Our nation can only last as long as God 

permits, but the Kingdom of God will last forever. Make 

sure you have received Jesus Christ as your personal Sav-

ior and are faithfully serving Him. 
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Bright Hope 

 

A beloved hymn has given us words to cling to in the hardest seasons of life: 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

These words are perennially sung, and with such resonance, because in dry and weary lands like ours, hope can often 

be hard to come by. Have you consistently felt bright hope for tomorrow over the last year? 
 

The pandemic seemed to knock hope out of many, not because there wasn’t an expectation that a vaccine would come 

and the virus would pass, but because of the way Christians acted toward one another, even within the same local 

body. Deepening tensions seem to have dashed our hopes of multiethnic gospel communities against the rocks of de-

bates over race and justice. Political idolatry with the smell of both a donkey and an elephant seemed to have over-

powered the fragrance of hope that should characterize Christ’s people. Poisonous bogs from the jungles of social me-

dia appeared to have suffocated the refreshing air of hope we once shared. We could go on and on — impossible mar-

riages, wayward children, lingering sickness, chronic pain, unexpected loss, disappointments and failures, pain and suf-

fering, and so many more shadows in our stories. Can hope be found here? 
 

As Job said of wisdom, so we might say of hope: “God understands the way to it, and He knows its place” (Job 28:23) — 

because He is its place. He is the God of hope (Romans 15:13), and as Paul tells us, His word is the wellspring of our 

encouragement. 

 

In His name we serve, 

Kevin Guiffre 

*You can now listen to the “God’s Grace with Gary” 

podcast on Amazon Music, Apple Podcast app, iHeart, 

iTunes, or Spotify. 
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New and on the Shelf  

 by Bob Mathews 

Fiction 

The Bishop’s Son by Kelly Irvin 

The Saddle Maker’s Son by Kelly Irvin 

The Beekeeper’s Son by Kelly Irvin 

 

Biography 

Will the circle be Unbroken by Sean Dietrich 

 

Audio 

Chosen by God by R.C. Sproul 

The Parables of Jesus by R.C. Sproul 

The Dark Side of Islam by R.C. Sproul 

My Brother’s Keeper by John MacArthur   

 

 

The power of kindness 
 

No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind action 

leads to another. Good example is followed. A single act 

of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the 

roots spring up and make new trees. The greatest work 

that kindness does to others is that it makes them kind 

themselves. 

—Amelia Earhart 

Missions & Outreach 

In Luke 15 Jesus tells three parables. Which of the fol-

lowing is not one of them? 

 

A. The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

B. The Parable of the Lost Son 

C. The Parable of the Lost 

Pearl 

D. The Parable of the Lost 

Coin 

 

(See Luke 15) 

Hooray for VBS! 
 

For many churches, vacation Bible school is a summer 

highlight. The event leads to lasting memories and 

changed hearts. It also sparks laughter. Maybe you’ve 

seen VBS humor online, such as the quote, “I’m tired, I 

mean like … vacation Bible school kind of tired!” Another 

post reads, “You know you’re obsessed with VBS when … 

you’re excited about cardboard on the side of the road.” 

And anyone with an earworm at week’s end can relate to 

this meme: “My parents hid my VBS CD. It’s for the best.” 

 

For hungry young learners, snacks make an especially big 

impression. One excited preschooler shared that she en-

joyed “juice and Billy Graham crackers” at VBS. Another 

boy raved about the first day, saying, “We heard stories 

and drew pictures. Then we went to play, and when we 

came inside, God had juice and cookies waiting for us!” 

 

 

 

Registration will open this week for our Fall Volleyball and 

Cheer Upward league!  

Practices are held one night a week for one hour. Prac-

tices and games are all held on the fields at First Baptist 

Church of LaPlata. This is a wonderful ministry for kids 

with the mission of "promoting the discovery of Jesus 

through sports". Further details to follow! 

For questions or to see how you can volunteer, email 

fbclpsoccer@gmail.com or call Shannon Pankhurst at 

240-682-9063. 

Fall Volleyball & Cheer 

League 

Summer Clearance 

Believe it or not, summer clearance sales have already 

started, so you might be able to pick up things like beach 

balls, flip-flops, sandals, swimsuits, shorts, tank tops, etc. 
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Missions & Outreach 

Women on Mission News  by Carol Gill 

  Women on Mission  will not meet in  July or 

August but will resume its monthly meetings on Thursday, 

September 1st.  See you in the fall! 

 

WMU News by Jennifer Miller 

God calls Christians to make disciples of all nations 

(Matt. 28: 18-20), which requires intentional communi-

cation of the gospel.  The world is now next door.  Peo-

ple from other cultures are neighbors, coworkers, and 

friends, giving Christians ample opportunities to contex-

tualize and share the gospel cross-culturally.  Christians 

can share the gospel effectively across cultures with 

preparation and practice.  Frist, consider the context of 

the message.  Do not assume your friends from a differ-

ent culture understand the reason Jesus came.  Start 

with the Creation and the Fall--illustrating the goodness 

of creation and the brokenness of human rebellion-- 

and then introduce Christ's redemption. 
 

Next, when evangelizing cross-culturally, consider con-

textualizing how you can explain how the gospel re-

sponds to the cultural yearnings of your neighbors.  Tra-

ditionally, Western Christians have focused on inno-

cence and guilt.  Other cultures may emphasize honor 

and shame, fear and power, or cleanliness and un-

cleanliness.  Tell the gospel story by highlighting any of 

these major themes. Christians celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, who created a way for sinful, shameful, unclean, 

and fearful humans to come to a holy God.  When we 

follow Jesus, He declares un innocent of guilt, restores 

our honor, cleanses us, and proves Himself more pow-

erful than fears or the powers of evil. 
 

Making disciples of all nations requires intentional com-

munication of God's gospel in ways people from other 

cultures can understand.  Give context for the gospel 

message, proclaim it in a contextualized fashion, and 

look for creative opportunities to share! 

Upcoming Events-- 

July 26-Aug 5- Panama Mission Trip- Please pray for this trip 

Sept. 10- Museum of the Bible 

Oct. 8- Sight and Sound Theater 'David'  

 

Museum of the Bible Tickets-- The church has been 

gifted approx. 100 free tickets to the Museum of the 

Bible (current value 19.99 per person).  The tickets ex-

pire at the end of the year.  If you would like tickets, 

please see Jennifer Miller.  We have a date planned for 

Saturday September 8 to visit.  Transportation is on 

your own, but Metro is best.  See Jennifer if you want 

more information.  

VBS will be held July 18-22 from 

9am - noon for children aged 4 

through 5th grade and 6-8pm for youth who have com-

pleted grades 6-12. 

Please pre-register your students online to help us plan 

for adequate staffing and supplies.  To register, go the 

church website and choose VBS from the top bar.  Scroll 

to the bottom of the VBS page and click on the pencil to 

register.  We will gladly accept students who are not pre-

registered throughout the week of VBS but it helps to 

start with an idea of hoe many students to expect. 

Help us spread the word!  Invite family, friens and 

neighbors to join you for VBS. Take some doorhangers 

and fliers from the Welcome Desk to hand out in your 

neighborhood. 

We still need a few volunteers to help make VBS a suc-

cess.  Specifically, we need adult helpers foe rhe 1st and 

2nd grade classes and we have several openings for high 

school aged youth who would like to help in our morning 

session. If you can help, or if you need more information, 

contact Alison Bode at 301-246-or the-

bodes@verizon.net. 

Remember that all adults18 or older must complete a 

background check in order to work with children in our 

church. Copies of the church’s Child Protection Policy and 

the necessary forms are available, with instructions, on 

the counter in the church office. 

Finally, we will have our All-staff meeting on Saturday, 

July 17 to go over last-minute details, make room assign-

ments, and hand out additional materials.  Please plan to 

attend! 

2022 VBS Update 

July 18-22 
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Sunday Morning Door Team (Plus officers) 

 8:30 SS & 11:00 

Jul. 03 (P) Sheri Bresnahan 

(A)  Courtney Harbin 

(P) Jim Miller 

(A)  Kevin Guiffre 

Jul: 10 (P) Donna Duehring 

(A)  Marion Simpson 

(P) Melvin King 

(A)  Paul Miller 

Jul. 17 (P) Norma Stump 

(A)  Sheri Bresnahan 

(P) Robert Hicks 

(A)  Terry Mathews 

Jul. 24 (P) Courtney Harbin 

(A)  Donna Duehring 

(P) Sheri Bresnahan 

(A)  Al Law 

Jul. 31 (P) Marion Simpson 

(A)  Norma Stump 

(P) Betty Lou Moore 

(A)  Bob Mathews 

   

Jul. 03:  “the Declaration of Independence”  Psalm33:12 

Jul. 10:  “Healing Forgiveness”    Matthew 9:2 

Jul. 17:  “Help!”      Matthew 9:37-38 

Jul. 24:  “Worst Motivation Speech Ever”  Matthew10:17-18 

Jul. 31:  “Fearless Faith “    Matthew 10:28 

 

There will be no evening worship during July, but the Angels And Demons class will meet on July 10th & 17th at 

5 PM. 

 

 

Tellers for July 

Courtney Harbin & Cecilia Stauffer 

Children’s Worship Schedule 

 

Jul. 03:  Debbie & Gloria Schneider, Becky Bucher 

 

Jul.10:  Stephanie Walton, Caitlin Hancock & Hannah 

Pankhurst 

 

Jul. 17  Jennifer & Corbin Cooke, Xaris Schneider, Callie 

Hancock 

 

Jul. 24:  Ellen Nupson, Alison Bode & Jessica Miller 

 

Jul.31:  No Children’s Worship 

 

Jul. 03 Bob Gill Billy Moore 

Jul. 10 Glenn Miller Scott Nupson 

Jul. 17 Nick Papanicolas Billy Moore 

Jul. 24 Dave Bode  Ken Doyle 

Jul. 31* Bob Gill  Patrick Hancock 

Greeter of the Week  

 * Lord’s Supper  

Sunday Morning Nursery 

Jul. 03:  Norma Stump, Gerald & Kay Hancock 

Jul. 10: Norma Stump, Patrick & Jill Hancock 

Jul. 17:  Norma Stump, Debbie Schneider & Becky Bucher 

Jul. 24:  Norma Stump, Dave & Alison Bode 

Jul. 31:  Norma Stump, Gerald & Kay Hancock 

 

Thee are no Sunday evening services during July. 

FYI 

(Sermon Topic Subject to Change) 



July Family News 

03 Gary & Celie Boston 

07 Jeff & Beth Clark 

17 Bill & Ruby Breitenbach 

23 Bill & Julie Burgess 

29 Andy & Kristen Gibson 

02 Ben Doyle 22 Sandra Janke 

03 Barbara Madison 23 Jordan Hancock 

05 Cairna Muniz 25 Jerry Hill 

07 Tyler Irwin 25 Shirley Kirby 

09 Ethan Hancock 26 Alison Bode 

09 Angie Still 26 Mark Burgess 

11 Scott Nupson 26 Betty Lou Moore 

12 Bobby Jones 27 Billy Tippett 

14 Cory Robertson 27 Neal Wilsey 

15 Carol Gill 28 Colby Thompson 

15 Frances Osakowicz 29 Wyatt Jones 

17 Jim Miller 30 Lyle Elder 

18 Cara Chandler 31 Austin Tarburton 
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Glory Way Quartet will be back with us on Sunday, Au-

gust 14, during the late service.  We will receive a love 

offering for them.  There will be early service, as usual.  

 

Beginning July 10th, we will to be having a pick-up kick-

ball game for adults (16yo and older) on Sunday eve-

nings at 7. Come on out and bring a friend! 

Dual citizenship 

For Christianity and democracy to work, both need re-

sponsible citizens. Consider what happens to a republic 

when its citizens won’t run for public office, won’t vote, 

won’t work for the common good, duck paying taxes and 

mistreat others. Now consider what happens when 

Christians won’t volunteer at the church, won’t give, 

won’t practice their faith, won’t love their neighbors. 

Both our country and our faith need sincere practitio-

ners. Nationally, we need a citizenry committed to mak-

ing the ideals of liberty the practices of life in America. 

Christianity needs followers of Jesus committed to mak-

ing the ideals of God’s kingdom the practices of daily life. 
 

This is not an either-or situation. Christians everywhere 

are citizens of two countries, one on earth and one in 

eternity. The kingdom of God is not yet fully come, but 

it’s already in effect. Our two citizenships can neither be 

fully united nor fully separated. We cannot withdraw 

from the world and pretend we are somehow dwelling 

only in the kingdom of God now; nor can we simply em-

brace the world and assume earthly governments fulfill 

God’s will. Those are extremes, and they are unbiblical. 

—from a sermon by Stan Purdum 

 

 

 
Each year when the Hawthorne Country Club hosts fire-

works on July 3
rd

, our church parking lot fills with visitors 

playing on our grounds and watching fireworks. What a 

great mission opportunity! I am looking for interested 

members to help minister to these people and invite 

them to our church.  
 

We will be offering water, snow cones and prepackaged 

hot dog meals, setting up some simple game stations for 

kids, handing out church literature and a gift with our 

church information, while inviting them to join us in wor-

ship.  
 

If you can help, please sign up on the list on the Wel-

come Desk. I will need help handing out materials, man-

ning game stations, and help with food and drinks.   Vol-

unteers are asked to be here at 6 pm.  The event begims 

at 7 pm. 

Or you can contact Jill Hancock at 301-274-2852 or 240-

416-5321 or  jillhanock@yahoo.com 

FIREWORKS  

OUTREACH 

Sunday, July 3, 2021 

5:00 - 10:00 pm 



First Baptist Church of La Plata 
9070 Hawthorne Road 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 
Address Service Requested 
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Please Expedite 

The soul as soil 
 
Gardeners who’ve dealt with inhospitable conditions can re-
late especially well to Jesus’ parable of the sower. Drought, 
invasive critters and thorny weeds often seem to conspire 
against growers’ efforts. Yet when seeds fall on “good soil,” 
the crop yield is abundant — up to a hundred times what was 
sown (Matthew 13:8). 
 
That parable emphasizes the need for hearts to be receptive 
to God’s Word. But it’s also a reminder to plant Scripture per-
sistently. Just as soil and weather conditions change, so may 
someone’s attitude toward following Jesus. Pastor J. Ells-
worth Kalas writes, “Whenever we serve as witnesses to the 
faith, we must do so with all earnestness, because one does-
n’t know the season in which the soul currently abides. That 
uninterested, distracted or unresponsive person may be 
nearer the Kingdom than we — or they — realize.” Kalas 
adds, “We dare not give up on anyone at any time — including ourselves.” 


